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Political Behavior in Iraq and its Impact on Domestic
and Foreign Investments in Iraq after 2003

Lecturer. Dr. Lawahedh Khaleel Ibrahim
Center for Strategic and International Studies / Baghdad University
Lawahedh1968 @ gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Amer Hashim Awoaad
Center for Strategic and International Studies / Baghdad University
amerha@gmail.com

Abstract

Studying the issue of political behavior in Iraq and its impact on local
and foreign investments at an important stage after 2003 seeks to address a
research problem whose content is: Why did political behavior in Iraq
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impact local and foreign investments so severely? The importance of
researching the issue of political behavior in Iraq confirms that Iraq has
entered a new phase after 2003. This stage differs from the previous one in
that the investment environment provided great opportunities while
imposing serious challenges.

The methodology adopted in the research is a systematic approach. The
research reached several results, including that political behavior in Iraq
had a negative impact on domestic and foreign investment, the lack of an
appropriate internal environment for these investments, and Iraq’s inability
to compete in attracting these investments regionally and internationally.
Keywords: Political Behavior, Local Investments, Legislative Authority, Iraq.
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Rank  Company Projects Jobs Created Cost Million $
1 Companies 101 to 220 120 35,077 43,767
2 Royal Dutch Shell Plc 6 1,631 6,727
3 Bonyan International 2 3,875 4,676
Investment
4 Dana Gas 2 416 3,267
5 Gazprom 1 146 2,617
6 ONGC 2 2816 2,300
7 Lukoil 4 651 1,865
8 Claremont Group 2 1,075 1,754
9 John Holland 1 875 1,676
10 Lafarge 3 31,507 1,200
Other 153 10,208 11,378
Total 296 56,277 81,226

(Report International Monetary Fund, 2022)
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