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Turkish foreign policy towards the East African region
(Somalia as an example)

Assist Lecturer. Hasnaa Riad Abbas
College of Political Science/Al-Mustansriah University
Hasnaa.riadh1991 @uomustansirivah.edu.iq

Abstract

The East African region is gaining strategic importance in Turkish
foreign policy, because its countries geographically overlook the Indian
Ocean on the one hand, and controls the southern entrance to the Red
Sea, where the Bab al-Mandab Strait lies on the other hand, in addition to
its location linking three continents: Asia, Africa, Europe, and Then, its
countries control the global trade route, especially the oil trade coming
from the Arab Gulf countries and heading to Europe and the United
States of America. The region is an important corridor for any military
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movements coming from Europe and the United States of America
towards the Arabian Gulf region, so Turkey seeks to expand its influence
and restore Its ancient glory is on the African continent, and therefore the
East African region has been placed among its modern strategic priorities
based on several determinants, including political, economic, military
religious.

Keywords: Foreign policy, Turkey, East Africa, Somalia
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