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Popular diplomacy in an environment of alienation and its
importance
in strengthening foreign policy

Consultant Dr. Zahim Muhammad Al-Shuhaili
Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Abstract

The “Traditional Diplomacy” and its importance in developing political,
economic and cultural relations and ways to develop them between countries
and peoples, in accordance with international norms and conventions related to
global diplomatic representation, is the path agreed upon by the member states
of the United Nations General Assembly to maintain their bilateral relations at
all levels through their missions in the outside.

Some countries were not satisfied with traditional diplomatic activity, but
rather worked to activate the popular movement to strengthen and develop
those relations with countries that have political and economic influence on the
regional and international arenas, and they called this movement “Public
Diplomacy.”

Therefore, it has become important to distinguish between two types of
diplomacy, in terms of “term,” “concept,” and “definition,” to understand the
functions and advantages of each. There is “traditional diplomacy,” which is
the optimal official method followed in developing and sustaining the
momentum of bilateral relations between countries according to Official
mechanisms followed.

As for popular diplomacy, it is traditionally considered a product of the
activities carried out by some individuals or popular groups (thinkers, doctors,
writers, artists, athletes, media figures, scholarship students, civil activists, and
expatriates of all kinds) to win public opinion and influence it by transferring
the culture, customs, and traditions of the country to which they belong to other
countries. arrivals.

This has made many countries adopt “the behavior of popular diplomacy in
international relations,” because it opens the way for social, cultural,
civilizational, and intellectual communication between groups and individuals
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with the aim of integration with official policy, which results in the
crystallization of ideas, projects, joint actions, and various investments that
have a positive impact on Developing bilateral relations and sustaining their
development for the benefit of the two friendly peoples, as well as the
possibility of finding solutions to crises that politicians are unable to solve.
However, there are “problems” and “obstacles” facing the work of those in
charge of popular diplomacy.

The secret of the "success of popular diplomacy" and the extent of its
impact on international relations lies in the presence of "foundations" and
"goals", and in the culture of groups and individuals, their level of awareness
and commitment to local laws and regulations, respect for other cultures, and
moral commitment, which are the keys that the individual and group can invest
in consolidating relations and developing them. Common interests and using
them to their advantage through a popular movement based on values, moral
standards, and common interests between peoples and nations under the
auspices of the host country and the host country.

Therefore, the Iraqi state must pay great and clear attention to “popular
diplomacy” in the environment of expatriation by working to develop and
invest in the efforts of expatriate Iraqi competencies in finding multiple outlets
to enhance and strengthen Iraq’s foreign relations with countries influential in
international policy-making and global political decision-making, so that it can
bring Investments and confronting the challenges and crises that are plaguing
the world today, which will not stop or end in the near future.

Keywords: popular diplomacy, environment of alienation, foreign policy,
international traditions.
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