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Change and Reform in the Arab World: A research in the Causes
of the Phenomena

Mustafa JassimHussien
Abstract

Before the end of the cold war in 1991, the formula that have
constructed the continuity of the Arab regimes, was based on a mutual
understanding close to a historical deal among these regimes and the
international powers, especially the Soviet Union and the United
States. This made change in the political situation almost impossible
which led to the theory of the acceptance of reality as it is. Political
change in the Arab world was not internationally desirable at that
period because the Arab region was one of the most important
battlefields of the cold war which required that the regions of power
should remain without change. This explains the abortion of all the
attempts of change made by national political parties.

After the end of the cold war, the Arab regimes were subject
for change as a result of the end of that historical deal which gave
these regimes their legitimacy and sufficiency and which have ended
as a result their function. This made these regimes and for the first
time face to face with a real danger coming from internal as well as
external factors. Hence, change becomes inevitable.

One of the results of the post cold war American political
discourse towards the Arab world is the end of the exceptional
situation these regimes used to enjoy. For decades, these regimes
enjoyed a kind of immunity against change and reform in contrast to
countries of Latin America, Eastern European.t. FareedZakeryah
stated that the greatest exception in the American foreign policy was
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the remaining of the Middle East as it is without change. For the
American policy towards the region was based on " the stability of the
American interests on one hand, and the stability of the Middle East
without change, on the other". This deal was based on the fact that the
autocratic regimes have the political ability and will to fulfill their
obligations. After 11 of September, 2001, the historical deal between
Arab regimes and the United States was shaken. This led the United
States to reconsider the historical deal with the existing Arab regimes,
that deal which assured the impossibility of change in the region
before the end of the cold war. Hence, the exceptionality that is given
to the Arab regimes was no more part of the American foreign policy.
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