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Iranian policy towards the Kurdistan region of Iraq

since 2014 And its impact on the relationship with the

federal government
Research Summary

The Iranian policy has been influenced by the direction of the
Kurdistan region of Iraq since 2014, with many factors, notably:
geographical, ethnic, security and economic factors. The geographical
factor is one of the most important factors. Iran is bordering on the
north-western part of the Kurdistan region of Iraq. Iran is in the north-
west, Iraqi Kurds are deployed in the provinces bordering Iran, there
is geographically and ethnically interdependent between the Kurds of
Iran and the Kurds of Iraq, which naturally led to interaction and
mutual interest in all political issues, economic, social and security.

As for the security factor, it played an important role in
enhancing Iran's openness to the Kurdistan region, especially after the
entry of a terrorist organization to Iraq in June 2014. Iran was quick to
provide military assistance to the Kurdistan Regional Government,
thus enhancing the defense capabilities of the Kurdish forces
(Peshmerga) .

With regard to the economic factor, Iran has shown great
interest in the development and closer trade relations with the
Kurdistan region of Iraq, as it found in the region an important outlet
for the elimination of US sanctions, which are clearly pressing on the
Iranian economy.
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® Lionel Beehner, Iran’s Ethnic Groups (Washington: Council on Foreign
Relations, 2006).
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™ Chris Zambelis, The Factors Behind Rebellion in Iranian Kurdistan, CTC
Sentinel (West Point: New York, United States Military Academy, Combating
Terrorism Center, Volume 4 <Issue 3, March 2011), p. p. 18 — 19.
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19 The Economist Newspaper, Iran’s Kurds are growing restless too, (London:
the Economist Group, 30 September 2017).

https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2017/09/30/irans-kurds-are-
growing-restless-too
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19 Ppavid Pollock, To Kurdistan and Back: Iran's Forgotten Front,
Washington, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2017.
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/fikraforum/view/to-kurdistan-and-back-
irans-forgotten-front
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