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Abstract:

Ethnic conflicts mean those conflicts that occur in countries
from an ethnic perspective. This type of conflict coexists in clinics
that are witnessing a military transformation, as is the case in the

countries of Central Asia. Therefore, these clinics have witnessed
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this type of conflict, and Russia has had a major role in these
outbreaks and has intervened. Largely to protect its interests, as
it considers those countries affiliated with it, especially since
these fingerprints compete a lot because of the energy resources
they contain, such as natural gas, oil, and agricultural coal, in
addition to their geographical locations, which are influenced by
this importance, which creates a freely competing force to control
the region and impose Its presence in it.

Keywords: Russia — Central Asia — ethnic conflict.
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The introduction

After the collapse of the former Soviet Union and the
republics of Central Asia gaining independence in 1991, after
they had been under the control of the former Soviet Union for a
long time, there were ethnic and border conflicts even before

they gained independence, but these conflicts grew after the year
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1991 due to Soviet policy and the division that aims to spread
this. Type of conflicts. At the same time, there was a large
number of Russians present in the Central Asian republics, which
prompted the Russians to intervene and establish military bases
within those republics under the pretext of defending the
Russians present inside and protecting them from those conflicts,
but the truth is that Russia did all this in order to control The
region and to impose its power and presence there and limit any
international competitions, especially the United States of
America, as the latter began to interfere in the internal affairs of
those republics, especially after the events of September 11,
2001, under the pretext of reducing extremist groups coming
from Afghanistan, as these groups threaten the stability and
security of the region. However, all of these are arguments.
There are justifications for it to control the region because of its
importance in terms of location and to limit Russia’s expansion
and control over the region.

The importance of the research: The importance of the
research comes from the geostrategic importance, natural
resources, and wealth that this region enjoys, as their importance

increased after gaining independence, especially since Russia
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began using arguments and justifications in order to impose its
presence in the region and limit any international expansion.

Search formalism:

After the Central Asian republics gained independence, they
began to witness several internal ethnic conflicts in addition to
instability, which prompted Russia to intervene to protect the
minorities present in those countries, to protect them and give
them their rights. However, this was not real, but rather a
justification for those countries to allow Russia to interfere in their
internal affairs, in addition to that. Russia is doing this in order
to limit the American presence in the region, so because of this
problem, we are trying to provide some solutions by asking a set
of questions:

1. What are the reasons that prompted Russia to intervene in
Central Asian countries ?
2. What is Russia’s role in controlling extremist movements?
3. How did Russia’s politics change during Vladimirputin’s
rule?
Research hypothesis:

The theory of the study is based on the equation that the

more ethnic conflicts increase in the countries of Central Asia,

the greater the opportunity for Russia to interfere in the internal
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affairs of the countries of Central Asia under the pretext of
protecting its subjects from the Russian minority, but in reality it
is to impose control over those republics because of the
importance they enjoy. However, in the event that the conflicts in
That region has become smaller and the political system has
been able to manage conflicts and achieve stability, which makes
Russia unable to interfere in those republics.
Research Methodology:

In this study, the historical approach was used to search for
the roots of the crisis, the behavioral approach to know the
behavior of the decision maker, and the comparative approach to

compare the situations of the two countries.

The Russian role in the ethnic conflict of the Russian
minority in the countries of Central Asia

After its separation from the Central Asian republics, Russia
decided to have a strong connection to its strategy towards
Central Asia in order to strengthen its position and return to what
it was during the period of the former Soviet Union, as there is
regional and international competition for the Central Asian
countries because of the importance and position that these
republics occupy. The heart of the world, in addition to being a

499



(oo LT B a1 B (V) (b pmag ) sl

strategic bridge between vital and geographical areas, there was
a large number of Russians present in the Central Asian
republics, specifically in Kazakhstan, as they constitute
approximately 25% of its population. Therefore, we find that
Russia is heavily involved in the countries of central Asia and
considers them subordinate to it because of the Russian
population present there. It made the presence of such a
percentage of Russians in the territories of the republics a
justification for the presence of its military bases in that region
under the pretext of defending these Russian minorities and
providing them with protection, as it used it as a justification for
interfering in the internal affairs of the Central Asian countries,
and this is what we will explain through the three demands:

The first requirement (the Russian role in controlling Islamic
movements).

The second demand (protection of Russian nationals in the
regions of Central Asia).

The third requirement (international competition for energy in

the countries of Central Asia)
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