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Abstract:

Covert operations constitute the traditional pathway in intelligence work
and are related to foreign policy in general and decision-making processes
in particular. These operations are closely linked to the mechanisms of
espionage on external activities by intelligence agencies and the gathering
of information from various sources, which provides states with
advantages. This is achieved either by understanding the objectives and
intentions of other external parties or by weakening their positions in any
negotiations initiated. Therefore, covert operations are an attempt by a
government to achieve its foreign policy goals through secret activities
aimed at influencing the behavior of a foreign government or affecting
political, military, economic, or social events in a foreign state. Each
covert operation relies on a pattern of information collection from all
corners of the world, followed by analysis to formulate a successful
foreign policy for the states involved. It is also crucial to have legislative
bodies that oversee and evaluate the activities of intelligence agencies to
ensure the quality of the desired outcomes.

Keywords: Covert Operations, intelligence, decision-making, foreign
policy.
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