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Abstract:

It is well-known that water is the main determinant of the various development
programs in any country, as it reflects the investment pattern of cultivated land
and the possibilities of expanding it according to the amount of available water.
It is also an indicator of industrial quality that relies on water for its production.
The main source of water in Iraq is surface water streaming from the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, which flow from outside Iraq’s borders. This, in turn, has made
Iraq vulnerable as its main water resources are from neighboring countries,
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particularly Turkey. The amount of water reaching Iraq has been decreasing
since the 1990s due to the construction of dams over the tributaries of Tigris and
Euphrates Also, despite the existence of many agreements regulating the use of
water in the two rivers between the three riparian countries, Turkey has sought
to tie the water issue with other security and economic matters. In doing so,
Turkey aims to extract as much concessions from Iraq as possible. Therefore,
Iraq’s government must be aware of the significance of the water challenge, and
it should address this challenge through a multi-pronged strategy.

Keywords: Water Security, Iraqi Water Security, Southeastern Anatolia
Development Project, Water Diplomacy, Deterrence.
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