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The security variable in Russian—Australian relations
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Abstract:

The study highlights the security dimension in Russian—Australian relations,
including important developments and events that affected the security
relationship between the two countries. The main common security topics,
challenges and potential security threats facing each country were discussed,
which relate to international issues such as the Ukrainian war and its impact on
the security relations of the two countries, as well as cybersecurity threats and
international ties, alliances and agreements that bind each party to the other,

which constituted a major threat to the interests of the two countries.

Keywords: Russia, Australia, AUKUS, Quad, engagement, Ukraine, sanctions
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I Thomas Poole and Alexander Massov, encounters under the southern cross, Crawford house publishing
Adelaide, Australia , 2007, p.303.
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' Celebrating Federation: Russia and Australia 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between Russia and Australia, p.3.available at:
https://web.archive.org/web/20081227005540/http://www.australia.mid.ru/0img/60_Years.pdf

2 Kelly Burke, Displaced comrades: cold war rivalries, lies and spies among Sydney’s Russian emigres,
the guardian, published in Sat 13 Jan 2024 23.00 GMT, on link:
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/jan/14/displaced—comrades—cold-war-rivalries—lies—
and-spies—among-sydneys-russian—emigres

3 Speech by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Mr Aleksey Kosygin, at a dinner in
honour of the Prime Minister of Australia in Moscow on 14 January 1975, p. 59, available at:
https://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files /original /00003592. pdf
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llbid, p. 60,

2Speech by the Prime Minister of Australia at a dinner given in his honor by the Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the USSR In Moscow on 14 January 1975, p.62, available at:

https: //pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files /original/00003592. pdf

3 Official website of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs ANDREW PEACOCK, TO A KOOYONG
ELECTORATE PUBLIC MEETING IN THE HAWTHORN TOWN HALL, VICTORIA, ON 20 AUGUST
1976. P.1-2, available at:
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlinfo/download/media/pressrel/[HPR10018505/upload_binary/HPR1001850

5.pdf;fileType=application%2F pdf#tsearch=%22media/pressrel HPR10018505%22
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IThe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, RUSSIAN-AUSTRALIAN CONSULTATIONS
ON MILITARY POLITICAL ISSUES, published 16 July 2004 12:57 on link:
https://mid.ru/en/maps/au/1620317/?lang=en&COUNTRY_CODE=au
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' The official website of president of Russia, During his official visit to Australia Vladimir Putin met with
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, published in 7 September 2007, on lik:
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news /42263

2 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov Meets with
Australian  Foreign  Minister Kevin Rudd, published 22 July 2011 10:55, on link:
https://mid.ru/en/maps/au/1594553/

3 Alexander Korolev, Australia’s Approach to Cooperation with Russia, The Foundation for Development
and Support of the Valdai Discussion Club, vol. 108 , September 2019, Moscow, p.9.
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1. Janne Hakala, Jazlyn Melnychuk , RUSSIA’S STRATEGY IN CYBERSPACE,The NATO Strategic
Communications Centre of Excellence, Latvia, 2021, p.5-6.

2 Jarno Limnell, Russian cyber activities in the EU, European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS),
available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep21140.10.pdf?refreqid=fastly—
default%3A461101a2ee8c429d619a38a166e94b77&ab_segments=&origin=_&initiator=&acceptTC=1

3 Uche Okereke—Fisher, THE REGULATION OF AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE TO CYBER ATTACKS,
available at: STATE CHAMBERS, LEVEL 36, 52 MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY, p.3.
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https://www.statechambers.net/files/The%20Regulation%200f%20Australia%2527s%20Response %20to
%20Cyber%20Attacks%20210918A.pdf

! Piret Pernik, The early days of cyberattacks: the cases of Estonia, Georgia and Ukraine, European
Union Institute ~ for ~ Security ~ Studies  (EUISS)  (2018), p.54, 59, 6l. available
at:https: //www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep21140.9.pdf?refreqid=fastly—
default%3Ad58cec7bdc7970dab05cc0597e290194&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC

2 Don Van Atta, Why they did it: The Context of Russian Interference in the 2016 US Presidential
Election, Center for Slavic, Eurasian and Eastern European Studies, University of North Carolina —
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA, 2018, p.1-2.

3 Jean—Baptiste Jeangéne Vilmer, Successfully Countering Russian Electoral Interference, CENTER FOR
STRATEGIC & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, JUNE 2018, p.1, available at:https://csis—website—
prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs—
public/publication/180621_Vilmer_Countering_russiam_electoral_influence.pdf
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2 |bid, P.24.
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I Mikhail Klimentyev, Australia can no longer afford to ignore Russia’s expanding naval power in the
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seriously, The Conversation, Published: October 30, 2018, on link:
https://theconversation.com/russia—is—a-rising—military—power—in-the—asia—pacific-and—australia—needs—
to—take—it-seriously—105390

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

135



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

77 >)sJl

Wl ywVI-auwg 1 GBIl (NS oV jusioll

OB g el Qladll Sy cporlell amdll e Jledis (e B Lty A1l
sasiall ASLeally Apa¥) Basiall LYl e Augsill A8l Jead liaie e Jguanlls Wlsiad
oalg) Jmall Jlads () sl Lay ¢lgilila ae L AS) LAl (saall ligh dujall iblead) aea )
Lag)y s sSon dagite i Y dead ¥ A oY) Gl 8y L Jedll daniall Tamally
Gl pss Laa csaigh Jmmdll 8y Ll (98 Gagin s lidaall el Joua) e aihall Liad
O Kans AaaY) ASL Ladl saladl) olaa¥) iy shlall )l skl ) sy
Agalse () Ol grew 3 il 2 G jhad dale L)y all G @l Gladll s
& ASa Al Slleal) pugs LS e pald (K5 138 adaty LAUKUS 25031 538 Ll
I esalgdl oadl)

Bpis 4sd s i clgp Aabaiad) LWLl ol saiiall Wl Cige o) Joill oSa paf Lae
Juie) Aglaag (LilSsly Lyse (B ghwally MHIT Zallall Losall Jaghall dlsy Llauly ol
G (e by Clige oo Db daniall dSleall 8 (DS oage) Giladl zoaiall Jaeal
Yy Gl Gagyl) B wiad e i Fectilisiall I lgalacaily Al (gl e ddlEY)

ccual) i) uﬁ z byl ) adn
PPN

DA Gslailly JsieYh acci cilS 3 cLoadlite o)l Guas Wy Lgy cm Aia) il ()
gl Lahll GBlall sy sl Gl elgnl aay € J<G e ST Gyl G)all 858
lagin duna) il cjilip 550 duial cilaad e€en Lee oopald) o Aolie g e
ClShal e Mad cpaldl G sl sl ) @l qoal) @l Sy LS 8 @laaly

onsSsly sl duelolly S Je 2:SeY) saniall L La3gh 3l Luagy Sn dgasall Ayl

I Mikhail Klimentyev, Australia can no longer afford to ignore Russia’s expanding naval power in the
Pacific, The Conversation, Published in December 20, 2023, p.2, on link:
https://theconversation.com/australia—can—no—longer—afford—to—ignore—russias—expanding—naval—-power—
in—the—pacific-217913

2 Ibid, p.3

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

136



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

77 >)sJl

Gl JRal (Gl oe¥) Ve 8 Ll Clusgl) e iG] Gl S,
Laagy O dat) i) ASHAD Lial aady WS daffinal) 8 dagei Copn sty Cilanagally ccblasy|
o el S e s ey gl S cUlial Gl Jfe AT Sle caally
AL W aals Ly On Bl o ad O agall Gag - lajes saiglly galgll Jamally Ll dahie
b il ) ead @llin (6 My cdpallall Lalai®Yly dawbid) @il o 2ly el

(Y] bl ) Ahal) cilaagiy LAsahll Adeal) las¥) e 3l diiall & i)

i Vl-awg Jl UMl (NS o)l juioll

Gl e ghyally Cglaall (e Aumbline clyshat caagd Wy Lassy cr L) Bl o — 1

SDyally Adeall Lleadll e dolie Cilangis g agdn cpaldl cn Lahll @l o -2

By Ll ilian ey Las A3V 5anial) LY ae L1530 AiaY)

AoalfY) gl e 2 3 Wi B GRS caally by o dasslil) AShAl of -4
Ls2iglly 15olgd) Tamally Lous] dibaie 8 eugyl) HEE ey

Lolait¥ly iaYly dosbiadl Glyekaill o 2l el A6 Wialy bagy on @B -5

Aol 8 daallal)
References:

1- Alexander Korolev, Australia’s Approach to Cooperation with Russia, The Foundation for
Development and Support of the Valdai Discussion Club, vol. 108 , Moscow September
2019.

2- Alexey D Muraviev, Russia is a rising military power in the Asia-Pacific, and Australia
needs to take it seriously, The Conversation, Published: October 30, 2018, on
link:https://theconversation.com/russia-is-a-rising-military-power-in-the-asia-pacific-and-
australia-needs-to-take-it-seriously-105390

3- Bruce Vaughn, Australia: Background and U.S. Relations, Congressional Research
Service, January 5, 2023.

4- Bruce Vaughn, Australia: Background and U.S. Relations, Congressional Research
Service, January 5, 2023.

5- Celebrating Federation: Russia and Australia 60th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Russia and Australia, p.3.available at:
https://web.archive.org/web/20081227005540/http://www.australia.mid.ru/0Oimg/60_Years.
pdf

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

137



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://web.archive.org/web/20081227005540/http:/www.australia.mid.ru/0img/60_Years.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20081227005540/http:/www.australia.mid.ru/0img/60_Years.pdf

& yiw V- dawg Jl GBI (58 oVl aszioll T

6- CLEM LACK, RUSSIAN AMBITIONS IN THE PACIFIC Australian War Scares of the
Nineteenth Century, The University of Queensland, 22 February 1968, Australia.

7- Dennis Rumley, The Geopolitics of Asia-Pacific Regionalism in the 21st Century, Center
for Australian Studies, Gakuin University, Japan.

8- Don Van Atta, Why they did it: The Context of Russian Interference in the 2016 US
Presidential Election, Center for Slavic, Eurasian and Eastern European Studies, University
of North Carolina — Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA, 2018.

9- JAMES CRABTREE, DREUAN GRAHAM, WAR IN UKRAINE AND THE
ASIAPACIFIC BALANCE OF POWER, In: ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL SECURITY
ASSESSMENT 2023 Key developments and trends, The International Institute for
Strategic Studies, ARUNDEL HOUSE , 6 TEMPLE PLACE , LONDON, UK, 2023.

10- Janne Hakala, Jazlyn Melnychuk , RUSSIA’S STRATEGY IN CYBERSPACE,The
NATO Strategic Communications Centre of Excellence, Latvia, 2021.

11-Jarno Limnell, Russian cyber activities in the EU, European Union Institute for Security
Studies available at: https://www jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep21140.10.pdf?refreqid=fastly-
default%3A461101a2ee8c429d619a38a166e94b77&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&a
cceptTC=1

12- Jean-Baptiste Jeangene Vilmer, Successfully Countering Russian Electoral Interference,
CENTER FOR STRATEGIC & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, JUNE 2018, available
at:https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-
public/publication/180621_Vilmer_Countering_russiam_electoral_influence.pdf

13- Kelly Burke, Displaced comrades: cold war rivalries, lies and spies among Sydney’s
Russian emigres, the guardian, published in Sat 13 Jan 2024 23.00 GMT, on
link:https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2024/jan/14/displaced-comrades-cold-
war-rivalries-lies-and-spies-among-sydneys-russian-emigres

14- Lavina Lee, Australia and the Ukraine crisis: deterring authoritarian expansionism,
International Politics, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia, 2024.

15- Mikhail Klimentyev, Australia can no longer afford to ignore Russia’s expanding naval
power in the Pacific, The Conversation, Published in December 20, 2023, on
link:https://theconversation.com/australia-can-no-longer-afford-to-ignore-russias-
expanding-naval-power-in-the-pacific-217913

16- Neil Melvin, Russia and the Indo-Pacific Security Concept, Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, United Kingdom.

17- Official website of Ministry of Foreign affairs of Russian Federation, Foreign Ministry
statement on personal sanctions on senior officials and MPs of Australia, published in 7
April 2022 , on link: https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1808465/

18- Official website of Ministry of Foreign affairs of Russian Federation , Foreign Ministry
statement on introducing personal sanctions on representatives of Australia’s law
enforcement agencies, border force and defence sector contractors, published in 21 July
2022, on link:https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1823204/

19- Official website of Ministry of Foreign affairs of Russian Federation, Foreign Ministry
statement on personal sanctions against representatives of Australian military command,

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

138



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

& yiw V- dawg Jl GBI (58 oVl aszioll T

business leaders and journalists, published in 16 June 2022, on link:
https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1818118/

20- Official website of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs ANDREW PEACOCK,
TO A KOOYONG ELECTORATE PUBLIC MEETING IN THE HAWTHORN TOWN
HALL, VICTORIA, ON 20 AUGUST 1976. available
at:https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressrel/HPR10018505/upload_bin
ary/HPR10018505.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22media/pressrel/ HPR1001
8505%22

21- Official website of the Australian government, department of foreign affairs and trade,
SNAPSHOT RUSSIA/UKRAINE SANCTIONS REGIME, available
at:https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/sanctions-snapshot-russia-ukraine-regime.pdf

22- Official website of the Australian government, department of foreign affairs and trade,
Russia’s  Invasion of Ukraine, published 24 February 2022, on link:
https://www.dfat.gov.au/crisis-hub/russias-invasion-ukraine

23- Official website of The Russian Government The Russian Government, published in 24
July 2022, on link: http://government.ru/en/docs/44745/

24- Official website of the United States Department of State, Major Non-NATO Ally Status,
published in JANUARY 20, 2021, on link:https://www.state.gov/major-non-nato-ally-
status/

25- Piret Pernik, The early days of cyberattacks: the cases of Estonia, Georgia and Ukraine,
European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) (2018), available
at:https://www jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep21140.9.pdf 7refreqid=fastly-
default%3Ad58cec7bdc7970dab05¢cc0597e¢290194 &ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&a
cceptTC

26- RUSSIAN NEWS AGENCY (TASS), Russia-Australia relations reach new low, MFA
says, published in January 17, 2024 on link: https://tass.com/russia/1733669

27-SATAKE Tomohiko, Australia in an Era of Great Power Competition Navigating the
Middle Ground between the Alliance and the Region, Part II Great Power Rivalry and
Regional Order, 2022, P.117-118. Available at:
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/perspectives/pdf/e05.pdf

28- Speech by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Mr Aleksey Kosygin, at
a dinner in honour of the Prime Minister of Australia in Moscow on 14 January 1975,
available at: https://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/original/00003592.pdf

29- Speech by the Prime Minister of Australia at a dinner given in his honor by the Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the USSR In Moscow on 14 January 1975, available at:
https://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/original/00003592.pdf

30- Stephen Fortescue, Russia’s activities and strategies in the Asia-Pacific, and the
implications for Australia, 23 March 2017, available at:
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/5345679/upload_binary/5345
679.pdf

31- Susannah Patton, Australia’s Views of Europe in Indo-Pacific: Potential for Balance,
sasakawa peace foundation, Japan, 2023, p.1. Available at:https://spfusa.org/wp-

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

139



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

& yiw V- dawg Jl GBI (58 oVl aszioll T

content/uploads/2022/08/Susannah_Patton_Australias-Views-of-Europe-in-Indo-
Pacific.pdf

32-The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov Meets with Australian Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd, published 22 July 2011
10:55, on link: https://mid.ru/en/maps/au/1594553/

33-The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, RUSSIAN-AUSTRALIAN
CONSULTATIONS ON MILITARY POLITICAL ISSUES, published 16 July 2004 12:57
on link:https://mid.ru/en/maps/au/1620317/?lang=en&COUNTRY_CODE=au

34- The official website of president of Russia, During his official visit to Australia Vladimir
Putin met with Australian Prime Minister John Howard, published in 7 September 2007,
on lik: http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/42263

35- Thomas Poole and Alexander Massov, encounters under the southern cross, Crawford
house publishing Adelaide, Australia , 2007.

36- Uche Okereke-Fisher, THE REGULATION OF AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE TO
CYBER ATTACKS, STATE CHAMBERS, LEVEL 36, MARTIN PLACE,
SYDNEY,2021. available at:
https://www .statechambers.net/files/The %20Regulation%200f%20Australia%2527s%20R
esponse%20to%20Cyber%20Attacks%20210918A.pdf

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
| Creative Common : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

140



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

