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American Think-Tanks and their Role in Foreign Political Decision-
Making: Brookings and Carnegie as an example
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Abstract:

Research &think tanks were, and still are, essential contributors of the United States'
foreign policy-making process for more than a century. It played an important role in
many issues and crises that constituted major turning points in the foreign policy paths
of the United States of America. The number of research institutions in the United
States of America is estimated nearly two thousand. These institutions generate new
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1deas for policymaking, assess existing policies, anticipating the future, draw attention
to neglected problems, convene experts for discussion, and engage with the media.
These research centers also actively participate in supporting decision-makers and
public education about their policies. In addition, research & think tanks play the role
of mediators in crises and disputes. Much policy outreach by think tanks is done
behind the scenes in private, off-the-record briefings that are not touted publicly.
Specialists note that policymakers are always looking for the opinions of think tanks
that prove the validity of paths that have been previously determined or that have
already been taken, rather than questioning them, and they consider this a dangerous
turning point that should be taken into account in any discussion regarding the role of
research and thinking centers in foreign policy decision-making. There is also the
issue of financial support and funding that research and thinking centers receive from
various official bodies, raises widespread controversy among researchers and
specialists, and reflects different points of view about the accuracy of the
consultations and recommendations that these centers provide to decision makers. In
this research, we will attempt to study and analyze the emergence and development of
U.S. research and think tanks, and their role in American foreign political decision-
making, especially Brookings & Carnegie.

Keywords: Centers, Research, Think, Decision making, Foreign policy,
Brookings, Carnegie
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(3) D. Stone, Think tanks and policy advice in countries in transition. Paper prepared for the
Asian Development Bank Institute Symposium, Asian Development Bank. Hanoi, 31st August 2005, pp.2-4

Sy Adadladll ATl ¢ (shlly LS laage Jsn dilasd Cipela L AeY) LipsallS daala 8 g Laal) ale ul : Fdue ulagi @
2012 ple b 5218 daals deshas 43,5 «(Think Tanks in America (Sl & JSal 385) (o) 4
(4) Medvetz, T., Think tanks in America. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 2012, p.24
This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
! | Creative Common" : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

170



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Sowloawd] 5Ll gio 0\ 1,959 @Sy 0Vl juSailly Cased] 5S]0 @ bw LLad
S, Ll 79 >a2ll

R Slalaal O g AK05aY) lly Gl e ad e ol cad) HLEY) jan Laay
She e Bdie Lilae of I ABYI 3 LAY Jell B Sl She ciyd L1
GasSall s e Shall ede AT Joats < Vss Oosle 500 aaw K501 Sally Sla )
Ol ey Ghad) By g Gl e Shall 038 dedi Lo e cdiasall e Ciliasgall (s
S5 A Bamlal) 83s) e Asas€all Classsiall U8 e Jsd 3Shall i g Y1 2aal
Ol S5E) Jie diega e e ae Sl (@l LKl cllandd) IS @ bl
Y Jial Qo e (Rahsal) mllaall cilelang cdimylad)l (haY) caitll cil€d (DleY) @il
Jd (e 4bsai 23 Council on Foreign Relations *'4ua i) cil@al) (ulad Ol ¢ yuanll
Morgan Stanley *' Al (l&)ga" A Jladll 138 3 gaawy <Rockefeller = jligy ) dlile
sebaas sedall OIS 53 Jglay sl YT S5l 138 Al Joill el (e (L (D2l
Aagall ey JHiad)

S ially bl e lebipa (& adins ) (A1 SShall (e 220 s AV Gl e
las e %60 o an3 3 LAestie AuagSa dghey Baaie Lpd Clawdey alddl U8 (e a0
Jisi jolas o %85 5 <American Enterprise Institute il (<el agae Jisad
LN 5,040 jaliadd) e 45t The Brookings Institution xS 0 G

Sy Q,A.JBJ\ g""‘w‘ A da dlas gﬁ 8) 939 riuSg i dgaa :Cf'l.‘d\ Gaanal)
sle 2017 Al Lilduy dasls (e jolall _Jllel) Go To Think Tank ise s sl
dle M ale J€ Al LSE daie Juadl' g "alall LS8 Aussge demdl il 530S,
o Bsepall Sl dewsd Wl Sy dude G Alae Ciiagy <2008

el gy dumylad) Bastall LVl Al st Lghan (A pal Alifiens Afing duacsie (< b Aaliie g0 Auaglal) ClBlal) ulaa @
bjie - Aubiadly SV cVlae b GuanlSYly JleeY) Ak (e pels siac 5000 oo ST e G585 (1921 3 o . allall
Aaalall plaidly & Liad iSa lgals dlgisn (8 uty)

Jlae 8 allall clg i ST e anly @€ A pally dubiadly delial) Jlae 3 &) yp clae e lin A0 Bul & i) Ails o
ol il il de il ol jalg 8 el

& Abpadl Clawsal ST e e (bl saaxie LSel dldinly dlle Slesd dune (& Al Gllu glégge ALS o
chygsnt Anae ¢ (filgile Jacy ¢ eyl il (leyge e (A Wjie a callally Sasiall LYY

(26) 22e] chaadsl by dyad) Lloadl) o) LY Gl Aubicdl e ajily A5aY) Sla) e ¢ Jsgdl) G asla (1)
23452 2012 «beasall dasla cdaaY] bl S5

3y ssga 12001 Jobf 11 Elaal aay Luyad) Lladl oot dum)lad) Abscd) pim 3 A5aY) Sl S8 90 ¢ e dused (2)
3202 <2019 <l ¢ pmd dena daals ol aglally (sinll S cBypdia e oysi€a dag bl cadgall (piiygs)sS

(3) McGann, James G, 2017 Global Go To Think Tank Index, TTCSP Global Go To Think Tank Index Reports,
2018-01-01.

This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
! | Creative Common" : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

171



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Sowloawd] 5Ll gio 0\ 1,959 @Sy 0Vl juSailly Cased] 5S]0 @ bw LLad
S, Ll 79 >a2ll

Jidh sas "Aesiie i Cilgag Osliad 4 Calalally duaine o SaiSy olad L Lailyg (']
J<a 5o Dley) diluy Cieags Asslsnl o dujs Clgas leadl Galy (il L
Claad canl€l bt angs (sl by chausll ey ¢ pd cBblaa ¢ Jang) abiaa
DMl Gty 330 5 Jgileiad cplailad) Guubiadl of 2002 bl ) 1993 e e ujaiSH
snsgall (& 530S anie O bl Gl g - Calhall) uabid) ae Jal) g LS s
& Ll Y ey (a€ua) Guabdly Dle) Biley U8 oo g Vledial SY) ddal)
3 Jslaies cdessgall oda ZoaaYy DL saaidl @l 6 dalad) Slabsd) delia
pia byl laysy GLESET & ey GRSy dange ey sl CalaSiuly Gy il
LS Al ) )
sghailly BLE @ jaiSypm gra 1Y) bl

Robert S. °jaisSgn .w gy dee Ladic (1916 ol ] 5238 p Ao Sl aa i
Llaad 3 Ganll 3w e dals dadiie J3) elady Al GmesSs uadlal ae Brookings
Js 2gaall maals ((IGR) ZaasSall Gigadl dgre Gl 23 28 ¢Jedllyy Lailasll dalall Al
oo ) olel 285 1916 sl 1 5 alens agadl) il 285 ¢ 5] 1igy ied Lt Aalaie
A 5aY) Akl 33l 50 Giliagi wadi (1) 1p clghiad ) e daalad Calaal 3D
A5 pllai el (3) ¢Sl maaad Gajilly (Vs duelaia¥ly Lalai®¥) Lalbl) i (2)
DGy Hlasls Glely Alal s

gaas AagSall Crgadll gae tlange D JuaY) B SRSe 0 - on Cipgy reall Lisl o
Lhidly daelad i) Llall alapall 53S0 50 Capgy BlS ¢S dsciia o Jagay) L)
Jsl i€y Auncsga elial iy ¢ 5auS  Asnsge S0 1927 jaeews 8 8 AN zad &3y
Ay Cagprall 52105 daalay Mauy) (Harold Moulton (jgilge Alg la say dabiiall us)
Clnll ¢l
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My dear Dr. Houlton:
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teo will eonfront one overriding prodlem in connection wit. ‘1
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e State Departaent over "ovoif\ policy on the o
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» business operatlon. There iz a strong feeling in
actual day-to-day manageneat of ESP fs a busin
should be effectively separated from the Stats
neither equipped nor intended to deal with ece
Toers iz an equally strong feeling that =RP actual
policy in essence and effect; and that the proper §
two agencies must be carefully defined and delizited Le o
selves at the merdy of rival foreign policies. The obvious problea is
to resolve thesze two concepts on a workable basis,
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J‘! deeply grateful for your helpfulness.
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In such event I would reuind you of the many similor
whish plagued our experience during iorld War II—as in ¢
cage of FEA. I would also remind you that the Herter Com
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(1) Strobe Talbott, The Brookings Institution: How a think tank works, U.S. Foreign Policy Agenda an
electronic journal of the U.S. Department of State, volume 7, Number 3, November 2002, pp.19-21;
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(1) Fred Dews, Brookings’s analysis and recommendations on the Great Depression of the 1930s,
BROOKINGS, October 24, 2016. Available: https://www.brookings.edu/articles/brookings-great-depression/;
Leven, Maurice, Harold G. Moulton, and Clark Warburton., “America’s Capacity to Consume” (Institute of
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(Institute of Economics, The Brookings Institution, 1935), pp. 45-46.
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(2) Ibid.
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Materialism and International Relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993, P.172

(2) David Walter Eakins, Op.cit.p.149

(3) Nicholas Murray Butler, Across the Busy Years, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1939, p. 90
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