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American Think-Tanks and their Role in Foreign Political Decision-
Making: Brookings and Carnegie as an example
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Abstract:

Research &think tanks were, and still are, essential contributors of the United States'
foreign policy-making process for more than a century. It played an important role in
many issues and crises that constituted major turning points in the foreign policy paths
of the United States of America. The number of research institutions in the United
States of America is estimated nearly two thousand. These institutions generate new
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1deas for policymaking, assess existing policies, anticipating the future, draw attention
to neglected problems, convene experts for discussion, and engage with the media.
These research centers also actively participate in supporting decision-makers and
public education about their policies. In addition, research & think tanks play the role
of mediators in crises and disputes. Much policy outreach by think tanks is done
behind the scenes in private, off-the-record briefings that are not touted publicly.
Specialists note that policymakers are always looking for the opinions of think tanks
that prove the validity of paths that have been previously determined or that have
already been taken, rather than questioning them, and they consider this a dangerous
turning point that should be taken into account in any discussion regarding the role of
research and thinking centers in foreign policy decision-making. There is also the
issue of financial support and funding that research and thinking centers receive from
various official bodies, raises widespread controversy among researchers and
specialists, and reflects different points of view about the accuracy of the
consultations and recommendations that these centers provide to decision makers. In
this research, we will attempt to study and analyze the emergence and development of
U.S. research and think tanks, and their role in American foreign political decision-
making, especially Brookings & Carnegie.

Keywords: Centers, Research, Think, Decision making, Foreign policy,
Brookings, Carnegie
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district-five-key-questions-to-explore/
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Decanbor 30, 1947.

My dear Dr. Houlton:

It is perfectly cbvicus that the Senate Poreizn Relatfons (
teo will eonfront one overriding prodlem in connection wit. ‘1
sideration of ERP. This is the practical question of effec
tion which will adequatoly preserve the appropriate jux
e State Departaent over "ovoif\ policy on the o

ia an indopeadent administrator with cssential
rmance of his oxecutive responsibilities as the
» business operatlon. There iz a strong feeling in
actual day-to-day manageneat of ESP fs a busin
should be effectively separated from the Stats
neither equipped nor intended to deal with ece
Toers iz an equally strong feeling that =RP actual
policy in essence and effect; and that the proper §
two agencies must be carefully defined and delizited Le o
selves at the merdy of rival foreign policies. The obvious problea is
to resolve thesze two concepts on a workable basis,

It is at this point that I ax aoved to asik for 2 g
nend from the Brookings Institution. Froa your own &
—unrelated as you are to any of thess rivalries—7o
well placed to give the Senate Forelgn Relations Com
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trenches with this comumndrua.) I kﬂO’f this 45 o great i

4ti2e and your resources and your good nature., But, if j put a
portion of your staff to work in response to this pra,)m we would all
J‘! deeply grateful for your helpfulness.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt cu3;g; <)

In such event I would reuind you of the many similor
whish plagued our experience during iorld War II—as in ¢
cage of FEA. I would also remind you that the Herter Com
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Dr. Harold G. Moulton, : - z
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(1) Strobe Talbott, The Brookings Institution: How a think tank works, U.S. Foreign Policy Agenda an
electronic journal of the U.S. Department of State, volume 7, Number 3, November 2002, pp.19-21;
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(1) Fred Dews, Brookings’s analysis and recommendations on the Great Depression of the 1930s,
BROOKINGS, October 24, 2016. Available: https://www.brookings.edu/articles/brookings-great-depression/;
Leven, Maurice, Harold G. Moulton, and Clark Warburton., “America’s Capacity to Consume” (Institute of
Economics, The Brookings Institution, 1934), p. 2.; Moulton, Harold G., “Income and Economic Progress”
(Institute of Economics, The Brookings Institution, 1935), pp. 45-46.

(2) Strobe Talbott, Op. Cit. p.24
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Bruce D. Jones, The Marshall Plan and the Shaping of American Strategy, Brookings Institution Press, February
28, 2017.

(3) Ron Nessen & Fred Dews Brookings’s role in the Marshall Plan, BROOKINGS, August 24, 2016. Avilable:
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(1) Paul Dickson, Think Tanks, New York: Atheneum, 1971, p. 301; Andrew J. Glass, "Washington Pressures I
Brookings Seeks Balance by Hiring Nixon Cadre as Staff Scholars," National Journal, 12 February 1972 ,
pp-252-263

(2) "Two Think Tanks with Growing Impact," U. S. News and World Report, 25 September 1978, p.47.

(3) Gene Healy, Think Tanks and the Iraq War, CATO Institute, JUNE 8, 2015. Avilable:
https://www.cato.org/blog/think-tanks-iraq-war
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(1) Daniel Bessener & Stephen Wertheim, “Can we Democratize Foreign Policy?”, Quincy Institute for
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(1) Robert Divine’s study, Second Chance. The Triumph of Internationalism in America During World War II
(New York: Atheneum, 1967), p21; Ricard Higgott and Diane Stone, ‘The Limits of Influence: Foreign Policy
Think Tanks in Britain and the USA,” Review of International Studies, 20:1 (1994), pp. 15-34.
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MacKay, J. A., Little Boss: A life of Andrew Carnegie. Mainstream, 1997.

(2) Nasaw, David., Andrew Carnegie. New York: Penguin Group. 2006, p. 24

(3) Murray, Stuart A. P., The Library: An Illustrated History. New York, New York: Skyhorse Pub. 2009, p. 197
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(1) Our History, Carnegie Corporation of New York. Avilable at: https://www.carnegie.org/about/our-history/
(2) Ibid.

(3) The Story of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Carnegie Endowment For International
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(2) David Walter Eakins, The Development of Corporate Liberal Policy Research in the United States, 1885—
1965, Doctoral dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1966, p146.
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(1) Lawrence Shoup and William Minter, Imperial Brain Trust, New York: Monthly Review Press, 1977, P.34;
Robert Cox, ‘Gramsci, Hegemony and International Relations’, in Stephen Gill (ed.), Gramsci, Historical
Materialism and International Relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993, P.172

(2) David Walter Eakins, Op.cit.p.149

(3) Nicholas Murray Butler, Across the Busy Years, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1939, p. 90

(4) Robert Divine, Second Chance: The Triumph of Internationalism in America During World War II, New
York: Atheneum, 1967, p.23
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(1) Nicholas Murray Butler, Op.cit. p.96

(2) Robert Divine, Op.cit. p.21; Nicholas Murray Butler, Op.cit. p.91; John Greco, A Foundation for
Internationalism: The CEIP, 1931-1941, Doctoral dissertation, Syracuse University, 1971, pp. 26-7.
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(1) John Greco, A Foundation for Internationalism: The CEIP, 1931-1941, Doctoral dissertation, Syracuse
University, 1971, p.25
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Lley gD i el 813 3 (1944-1933) Lle 11 530 Cuaidl)
(2) Letter, Hull to Butler, 30 November 1939. Avilable at: https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-
library/documents/Irf-pun-wr_corcy_19191939-0022-1; Letter, Malcolm W. Davis to Butler, 21 June 1943.
Avilable at:
(3) Parmar, Inderjeet. “Engineering Consent: The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the
Mobilization of American Public Opinion, 1939-1945.” Review of International Studies, vol. 26, no. 1, 2000,
pp. 35-48.
(4) Mark V. Nadel and Francis E. Rourke, ‘Bureaucracies,’ in Fred 1. Greenstein and Nelson W. Polsby (eds.),
Handbook of Political Science, vol. 5 (London: Addison-Wesley, 1975) p. 395.
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(1) Inderjeet Parmar, Engineering consent: the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the

mobilization of American public opinion, 1939-1945, Review of International Studies (2000), 26, pp35—48.

(2) Inderjeet Parmar, Op.cit. p.38

(3) Ibid. p.41
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(1) Middle East Uprisings: Options for the United States, Tue. Washington, D.C., May 31st, 2011. Avilable:
https://carnegieendowment.org/events/2011/05/middle-east-uprisings-options-for-the-united-states ?lang=en

(2) Noelle Pourrat, A Smart Strategy for the Middle East, July 14, 2015. Avilable:
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