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The Individual Self and its Relation to Group Identity Between Liberal
and Communitarian Perspectives
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Abstract

Liberal values as being the intellectual reference of the nation-state, ensure a
societal and political environment that encourages individuals to care more
about their basic rights, individual identities and differences, as each is
preoccupied with his individual privateness and his unencumbered self.
Through this approach, communitarians confirm that the continual
concentration of liberalism on the unsociological- self significance away from
its social ends and value commitments, also ignoring the importance of
restraining the self and controlling its evils, in addition to making the common
good and those commitments part of the private sphere, not the public sphere,
will inevitably lead to dismantle both the relationships of the individual and the
society, thus expanding the scope of the crisis of legitimacy instead of building
a comprehensive and cohesive national identity that brings together the
individual and the society in one place.

Keywords: Individualism, Self, Liberalism, Autonomy, Identity, Common
Good, Communitarianism, Value Commitments.
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Amitai Etzioni, “Communitarianism”, in, Encyclopedia of Sociology, from web site:
[https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/sociology-and-social-reform/sociology-
general-terms-and-concepts/communitarianism], last visited in: 2-1- 2023, pp. 2-3, 20- 23.
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perspectives, Pluto Press, 3% ed., London, 2010, pp. 213- 215.
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() For more details see: John Christman, Social and Political Philosophy, op.cit., pp. 131- 132.
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University Press, Oxford, 1995, pp. 91, 92.
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