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Article info. Abstract:  This research examines the topic of Iraqi journalism
Article history: during a significant era of modern Iraqi history spanning from 1914-
- Received 2 Jul. 2015 1920« which witnessed the British occupation of Iraq¢ the imposition
- Accepted 31. Jul 2015

- Available online 30 Sept. 2015 of British Mandate« the emergence of the 1920 Revolution as a
Keywords: reaction to the occupation¢ and the establishment of national rule
IraqiJournalism . . ..

« British Occupation represented by the formation of the first Iraqi ministry led by Abdul
* 1920 Revolution Rahman Al-Naqgib. The study focuses on three main aspects:
e National Rule

e Abdul Rahman Al-Nagib introducing the newspapers that appeared during this period¢« whether

©2015 Tikeit University \ College of opposition or supportive of the British occupation policy« clarifying

Political Science. THIS IS AN OPEN their positions on the political events that Iraq witnessed at that time ¢
ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY

LICENSE shedding light on the personalities who founded these newspapers ¢
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ o . . . .

@ o and highlighting their prominent writers. Finally« I hope that I have

fulfilled the research's objectives and contributed to revealing an

important aspect of the political life in Iraq during this crucial period.

*Corresponding Author: Gibran Iskandar Rafeeq,E-Mail: dr.jobranhadithi@uoanbar.edu.ig
Tel:xxx , Affiliation: Anbar University - College of Arts - Department of History
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Conclusion:
Based on the above« we can draw the following conclusions:
« The Ottoman authorities deliberately sought to arouse religious emotions through
fatwas issued by Muslim scholars to confront British occupation« and the Iraqi
press was an important platform for disseminating these fatwas.
o The British newspapers in Iraq after the occupation followed a malicious policy ¢

showingtheir eagerness for the Iraqi people's liberation from Ottoman rule and
promoting their own policy as liberators¢< not occupiers.
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o The British manipulated nationalist and religious sentiments and the feelings of
Arabs and other nationalities through the newspapers they issued« especially the
Arabic-language ones¢ in order to win the favor of Iraqis.

« The Revolutionary movement of the 1920s had its own press¢ including the
newspapers Al-Furat¢< Al-Istigalah¢ and Al-Istiqalah Al-Najafiya< which was a new
phenomenon in the history of Iraqi and Arab journalism¢ with no previous
examples¢ even during the 1919 Revolution in Egypt.

 The Iraqi national movement played an effective role in issuing newspapers
calling for independence« establishing an Arab rule in Iraq¢ and expelling the
British occupiers.

o The limited number of government and private printing presses significantly
limited the spread of newspapers.

« The irregularity of newspaper publishing¢ with them appearing and disappearing
before completing their first year< was due to financial reasons or because they
were shut down by British occupation authorities.

« The high level of illiteracy in Iraq prevented specialized individuals from
contributing to journalism in the country.
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