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Article info. Abstract: Power, in one of its concepts, refers to the ability to
influence and dominate, and it is based on a set of foundations and

Article history: . . . . .

, principles that seek to establish an organization of the relationship
- Received 19 Apr . 2016 i
- Accepted 10 May. 2016 between a party represented by the ruling class and another party
- Available online 30 June. 2016 represented by the governed class. In totalitarian or dictatorial
Keywords: systems, this power becomes an essential necessity, transforming
o Authoritarianism from the foundations for organizing the relationship to a general goal
 Domination and tyranny of ensuring control over state resources and the continuity of rule.

e Political repression
e Despotism and exploitation
e Human rights

Everything that arises from the social nature afterward is a result of
the nature of this power.

Dictatorship systems differ in degree but not in type. They also differ
©2016 Tikrit University \ College of in means and goals, but they all exercise domination and tyranny in
Political Science. THIS IS AN OPEN . f hi £ . £ h
ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER THE cc gy  various forms. This ranges from arbitrary use of power to the
LICENSE suppression or restriction of freedoms, the consolidation of wealth

hup://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ - and power, or the confiscation of the people's acquired rights, all the

@ i way to controlling the fate of the people and shaping their future
without their will. Dictatorship systems vary in how they balance
these aspects, with some practicing certain forms of domination and
others implementing all of them in reality.
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In conclusion:
dictatorship is a political term opposed to democracy, and it has been known

historically since ancient times. In fact, most historians, regardless of their
backgrounds, agree that dictatorship emerged earlier in democratic societies than in
other societies. Dictatorship, in its simplest definitions, refers to the rule of an
individual (or a minority)over the entire population. Therefore, this type of rule is
rejected by all political activists worldwide. Despite the negative aspects associated
with this system of governance, it remains prevalent, especially in third-world
countries.

Dictatorship systems rely on a single person, usually the head of state or the
dominant political party, to control the reins of power. Under this umbrella, there is
often a struggle that ultimately leads to following the strong authoritarian force.
Consequently, these systems do not provide high levels of freedom, as we observe
in democratic countries.
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In our modern era, no country can be considered absolutely democratic, nor can
any country be considered absolutely dictatorial. The further a state moves away
from dictatorship, the closer it gets to democracy, and vice versa. Therefore,
international organizations constantly assess and compile a list of all countries,
ranking them from the most democratic to the most dictatorial, with the least
democratic countries at the bottom of the list.
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