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Article info. Abstract: This comparative study explores the foundational
Article history: principles of democracy in Western political thought and examines
- Received 22 Apr . 2016 the Islamic political thought's perspective on these principles. In the
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- Available online 30 June. 2016 Western political thought, key pillars of democracy include
Keywords: individualism, the rule of law, popular sovereignty, political
e Individualism participation, and human rights. However, Islamic political thought

e Rule of law

e Popular sovereignty
e Political participation
o Human rights

diverges from Western perspectives, emphasizing the concept of the
Ummah (the Muslim community), Shura (consultation), justice,

consultation, and maintaining a balance between religious and civil
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discourse. These differing views reflect distinct approaches to

governance and the role of individuals and communities within the
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Conclusion:
By presenting the foundations of democracy in Western political thought in the
first section and examining the position of Islamic political thought towards these
foundations in the second section, the study hasreached the following conclusions:
1. Regarding individualism as one of the foundations of democracy in Western
political thought, the position of Islamic political thought does not align with its
Western counterpart. Thenation always takes precedence in Islamic discourse, and
the value of the individual is determined based on their position within the
community. In summary, individualism is completely absent in Islamic political
thought, where there is no existence of individual interests, resulting in the
predominance of the collective over the private.
2. The position of Islamic political thought on rationality is diverse, with three
main streams emerging. Firstly, there is reformist rationality that seeks to
understand religion through reason. Secondly, there is liberal rationality that aims
to establish freedom based on reason. Lastly, there is scientific rationality that
considers natural reason as the standard.
3. As for the position of Islamic political thought on naturalism, it starkly
contradicts Western political thought as it conflicts with the unquestionable tenets

of religion. The affirmation of the divinity and creation by Allah is among the
constants of Islamic law.
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