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Center for Strategic and International Studies 1 el duashiad] claball 3Spe Maks dasla
Article info. Abstract: France was one of the most important countries
Article history: for Iraq in the period prior to the American occupation of
- Received:22\02\2017 Iraq in 2003. However, its position and status significantly
- Accepted: 18\3\2017 declined after the occupation and until recently.
- Available online :31\03\2022 Nevertheless, French policy, particularly during the
Keywords: presidency of Nicolas Sarkozy (2007-2012), adopted a
eBilateral relationships different approach than its predecessors, especially Jacques
eEconomic cooperation Chirac (2002-2007), who distanced France from the
eCulture and cultural exchange American-British war against Iraq in 2003. Sarkozy pursued
eSecurity cooperation a new policy towards the United States, and France is now
einvestment and trade trying to reap the benefits through the Iraqi gateway,
__________________ especially after President Sarkozy's historic visit to Iraq on
©2017 . THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS February 10, 2009, which marked the first visit by a French
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY president to Iraq since the establishment of the Iraqi state.
LICENSE This was followed by President Francois Hollande's visit

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4./  (2012-present) in September 2014.
— In this research, we will discuss the prospects for developing

Iraqi-French relations. However, it is necessary to first
examine the general outlines of the history of relations
between the two countries and their current reality before
delving into a discussion of mechanisms for developing
those relations.
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Conclusion:

The nature of the relationship between France and Iraq was shaped
during the era of the American occupation of Iraq, in accordance with
the decisions issued by the United Nations Security Council. France was

keen on reaffirming the unity and regional integrity of Iraqi territory, as
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well as respecting the multinational occupying forces and the US
administration's adherence to international treaties and resolutions
resulting from the occupying force. France also attempted to coordinate
with the US administration to gain access to traditional French sites in
Iraq for significant investments, including its efforts to uphold contracts it

had signed with the pre-US occupation Iragi government.

The future of French foreign policy towards Iraq depends on the success
or failure of the American project in lraq and the region, particularly in
light of the developments in the military withdrawal from Iraq and the US
role in the Arab region. Additionally, regional variables, especially
regarding the future of the Iranian nuclear program, the French role in
developments in Syria, and the Lebanese file and its repercussions as
Lebanon serves as a gateway for France to the Arab region, will also

play a significant role.

The war on terrorism in Iraq provided France with a significant boost in
strengthening its relations with Iraq, particularly through its leadership in

international diplomatic efforts in this field.
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