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"' The State options for the Kurds in Iraq (Post-ISIS Stage) "
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.Hussein Mustafa Ahmed 2

Khadr Abbas Atwan Olshe (ulss i a.a i
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Article info. Abstract: The Kurds never cease to think about establishing
Article history: a Kurdish state in the region, and the Kurdish leader,
- Received:22\02\2017 Masoud Barzani, aspires to make history as the first Kurdish
- Accepted: 18\3\2017 leader to succeed in establishing a Kurdish state in the
- Available online :31\03\2017 modern era. The Kurdish choice of establishing a state is not
Keywords: only based on the principle of the right of peoples to self -
e Kurdish rights determination but also on the various circumstances and
o Self-governance developments that have unfolded in the relationship between
o Political representation the center and the region after the US invasion of Iraq in
o Economic development 2003. This extends to the ongoing developments in the
o National reconciliation region and the significant achievements of the Kurdistan
__________________ Region in terms of construction, development, and progress
©2017 . THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS on all levels. However, this does not mean ignoring the role
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY of the regional factor, which historically opposed Kurdish
LICENSE aspirations for independence.

hitp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4./ Perhaps the Kurds now see that within the Iraqi political
= scene and the overall developments in the region, there is a
historic opportunity to make the Kurdish choice of
establishing a state possible, based on the equation of politics
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and interests. This may be the reason behind the continuous
affirmation of Kurdish leadership on this right, and behind it,

the growing Kurdish political awareness of the statehood

option.
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1- Silke jungbluth, the future of iraqi kurdistan: the “islamic state” as a catalyst for
Independence? Working paper Jungbluth, Aland, Finland, 2015, pp: 7-8.
http://www.peace.ax/images/Silke_Jungbluth_Working_Paper_Kurdistan_FINAL.pdf
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Conclusion:

The idea of establishing a Kurdish nation-state isnot a recent development but
rather an old idea that has been present in Kurdish consciousness since the
reconfiguration of political maps in the Arabregion after World War 1. However,
the Kurds have refrained from openly pursuing this nationalist aspiration in order
to avoid confrontation with neighboring states, as it would challenge their
territorial boundaries and policies. Consequently, the Kurds have historically
chosen acceptable nationalist slogans to maintain their relationships with
governing regimes, particularly sinceinternational interests have largely favored
these states rather than Kurdish nationalist aspirations.

Today, there is a growing conviction among Kurds that they have a historic
opportunity to declare a Kurdish state. This conviction is based on several factors,
including the Kurds' alliance with the United States and the West in the ongoing
war against the Islamic State (ISIS). The Western powers see the Kurds as an
important force and areliable partner in achieving their goals. Additionally, the
liberation of Mosul from ISIS could not have been achieved without the
involvementof the Peshmergaforces. The Westerm powers' reliance on the Kurds
has led to a growing international recognition of their rights, which raises
complexities in the relationship between the United States and the Kurds,
especially given the experiences of Mustafa Barzani, the Kurdish leader, in the
past.

Moreover, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq has successfully asserted control over
disputed territories, particularly oil-rich Kirkuk, which has defined the geographic
boundaries of theregion. Thiscontrolhas secured a significant financial resource
that allows the region to be less reliant on the central government, especially after
the suspension of the region's share of the budget and the halt of salaries for
regional employees. Additionally, there has been international and regional
division regarding the status of Iraqi Kurdistan. The region hasits own institutions
(parliament, government, and army) and has pursued a pragmatic policy that has
allowed it to establish relations with neighboring countries and the international
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community. As aresult of this policy, the Kurdshave become important actors in
Iraqi and regional politics.

However, the positive shift in regional attitudes towards recognizing a Kurdish
entity is not areliable guarantee, as the establishment of a Kurdish state would
fundamentally alter theregion's geopolitical landscape and potentially ignite new
conflicts and wars in the area.
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