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communities in Iraqi society after the US occupation of
Iraq in 2003 became the focal point of political conflict in
the Iraqi state. These tensions and sectarian conflicts
hindered state-building processes and destabilized the
country. Furthermore¢« the lack of clear efforts by
successive Iraqi governments to overcome these divisions

Keywords:

e American occupation

* Sectarian violence and build a common national identity exacerbated the
e Sunni-Shiite conflict situation. Many of the measures taken so far have only
e Militias contributed to further fragmentation of the state.

o Forced displacement Historically« the disagreements between Shia and Sunni

have revolved around political« theological« and doctrinal

©2017 . THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS issues¢ which have been the cause of the division between
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY the two sects. However¢ the competition for powers
LICENSE resources¢< and status is the driving force behind their

modern manifestations and expressions. Gradually« the

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4./
y idea of sectarian representation has dominated political

relations instead of representing citizens¢ leading to the
exacerbation of existing divisions rather than alleviating
them.
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Conclusion:

Based on the preceding discussion¢ we can conclude that the crisis of sectarian
violence in Iraq is primarily a political sectarian crisis¢ rather than a social
sectarian one« specifically between Sunni and Shia factions. This violence« in all
its forms« is the result of a complex set of intertwined factors and causes that
require a long-term national program. Addressing these issues necessitates a
genuine national will and awareness of the magnitude of the problem being
addressed.

The process of addressing these issues is akin to a comprehensive reform
program that encompasses all aspects of political¢ social¢« and legal life for Iraqis.
This comprehensive and integrated reform process is challenging¢ lengthy« and
complex« but not impossible. Its difficulty lies in the fact that it is a societal reform
process¢ and the tools for reform are the Iraqi people themselves< who are both the
agents of change and the subjects of reform¢« making it inherently complex. The
active political forces in the arena today also need to reform their intellectual
systems and conceptual frameworks« reassessing their references. These forces are
built on ideologies and rely on a comprehensive ideological and conceptual
framework that prevents them from effectively engaging with otherentities unless
they are in complete opposition to their undesired existence.

To overcome the political sectarianism that plagues Iraqi society« we propose
the following:

1. Work towards building a modern democratic citizenship state and strive to
achieve justice and equality among all [raqi citizens in rights and responsibilities.
Achieving equality andjustice for all citizens by a civil state that bases belonging
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on nationality and not on any other matter will prevent the passage of sectarianism
and its dangerous repercussions.
2. Promote a culture of democracy« dialogue« and tolerance among all components
of Iraqi society« and call on all political parties to move towards the realm of civil
democratic parties¢ where every citizen can belong to them based on patriotic
motives.
3. Strive to develop a system of consciousness that allows overcoming the
intellectual¢ cultural< and philosophical foundations of every sectarianism since
collective or individual awareness contributes positively to guiding human rights.
.4Reward individuals in Iraqi society based on their performance and competence«
not based on their family« tribal¢ sectarian¢< national¢< or any other affiliations other
than competence and the ability to achieve.
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