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Article info. Abstract: Iraq's relations with neighboring countries were
Article history: characterized by the year 2003, as it is a fierce war towards the East
- Received 19 April. 2017 and an invasion towards the south from its geographical location, as
- Accepted 10 May. 2017

- Available online 30 June. 2017 well as cases of tension and stagnation with most other neighboring
Keywords: countries. Rather, as soon as he signed a treaty or agreement, it is
* International transformations  yjolated because of the end of or under the arguments and pretexts.
e Foreign policy

¢ Neighboring countries The entire political process. The United States instead of reassuring
e Stability . . . . . .
« Foreign intervention the neighboring countries of Iraq, which has classified part of it
» Turkey and Iran within the axis of evil, and the rogue countries and their concerns
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ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY about the repercussions of the Iraqi event and change, have
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hitp://creativecommons.ore/licenses/by4. o announced frankly that what is happening in Iraq can be repeated in

@ - these countries that are considered a candidate and the waiting list,

The countries and regulations hostile to the United States will fall one

after the other, similar to (Domino theory), and the visions of these
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new repercussions and changes are not left for these countries that are

targeted by the American plan in the region, except to restore their

accounts towards the new neighboring experience and prepare to use

their papers either Inside or outside Iraq to confront the scenarios and

potential situations that you may target, and this comes through pre -

emptive interventions and confronting their new opponent in the

region and on the ground.
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Conclusion:

The neighboring countries had a desire to get rid of the former Iraqi regime, and it
is strange that the neighboring Arab regimes were more enthusiastic about this
idea, even more than Iran and Turkey. Even after the experiment of changing the
Iraqi regime was implemented through the US occupation, these countries
expected to breathe a sigh of relief and establish normal relations with Iraq free
from doubt and lack of trust in dealing with it. Especially since these countries
believed that regime change would free them from interventions in their internal
affairs. However, over time, nothing of this sort was realized. The neighboring
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countries of Iraq began to reassess their calculations based on the ongoing events
in Iraq and found that the consequences of this collapse were worse than if the
regime were still in power and besieged. In addition to the United States'
announcement, even before launchingits attackon Iraq and declaring the start of
the so-called "Operation Iraqi Freedom," it revealed its future plans in the region,
not just towards Iraq alone. It called for heading towards Iraq to establish an
obedient democratic political system, as well as reshaping the geopolitical map of
the region and changing the existing regimes to suit American perceptions,
including the allied regimes. "Paul Wolfowitz," former US Deputy Secretary of
Defense, saw them as politically stagnant and reflecting the state of strategic
conflict between Britain and France, and they must be reformed in a different way.
The process of managing a state and balancing between domestic and foreign
policies is usually governed by the geographic attractions and balances of political,
economic, social, and military considerations. Iraq was one of the countries
governed by geography, which influenced the inputs and outputs of its political
decisions. Iraq has always been classified as a vital area that major powers seek to
control based on the strategic thinking of these countries, especially since Iraq
emerged from the 2003 war exhausted and unableto establish clear visions about
the future relationship with its neighboring countries due to the ambiguity
surrounding its position in the events unfolding in the region.Iraq was not a safe
zone as its neighbors imagined, especially after the departure of the previous
regime, which was considered a nightmare hanging over their heads throughout its
rule. However, this does not mean that Iraq's neighbors were believers in the new
American experiment, which could contribute to changing the governing methods
in most of theircountries. The rejection of this model by the neighboring countries,
even if not publicly declared, was natural, but they realized that the incoming
regime in Iraq may not be compatible with their approach to governance, whether
in terms of political orientations or religious (denominational) orientations.
Therefore, it was necessary to define the concept of dealing with Iraq and
cooperation based on different perspectives from the strategic thinking of these

countries.
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