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""Challenges of the parliamentary Regime in Iraq after 2003"
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Article info. Abstract: Iraq is considered one of the Arab countries that has witnessed
Article history: significant political transformations and violent events since the
- Received 19 April. 2017 establishment of the modern Iraqi state in 1921 until the present day. It

- Accepted 10 May. 2017

_ Available online 30 June. 2017 began with a monarchical system that later transitioned to a republican

system in 1958. Under the republican system, there was a presidential

Keywords: . . . . .

ywe regime that lasted until 2003. After the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, the
eParliamentary system
elraq system of governance shifted from a presidential system to a parliamentary
echallenges
equotas system.

The parliamentary experience is relatively new for Iraq, as it had not
©2017. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS experienced a genuine parliamentary system for a long time. Therefore,
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY . . . .
LICENSE what existed before 2003 cannot be considered a parliamentary experience.

htp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  The recent parliamentary experiment is accompanied by a set of challenges

and obstacles that test the efficacy of the parliament. Studying the
parliamentary system, in particular, and the political process, in general, was
not easy because it is a complex process that is intertwined with the political
system and its internal and external environment. Both factors have an
influence on the political system and, consequently, on the entire political

process.
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Conclusion:

From the above, we can conclude that the Iraqi legislature has sought to establish a
balance and cooperation between the legislative and executive powers through the
adoption of a parliamentary system based on the principle of separation of powers.
It maintains the dualism of the legislative and executive powers while allowing for
mutual cooperation and oversight between them.

The application of the parliamentary system in Iraq will have both positive and
negative effects, depending on its compatibility with the Iraqi political reality. The
positive effects can be summarized as follows:

1. Proper implementation of the parliamentary system can lead to the formation of
a cohesive Council of Ministers composed of members from the majority party.
This ensures that the government's program aligns with the party's program.
However, this is contingentupon the presence of dominant parties or a number of
party alliances representing two main directions with the ability to form coalitions.
Without this condition, this advantage cannot be utilized.
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2. Based on the aforementioned outcome, another benefit is that the Council of
Ministers can secure a vote of confidence from the parliament throughout the
parliamentary term, provided there is no internal split within the majority party or
bloc. This guarantees political stability and the achievement of security, which is a
top priority for any independent Iraqi government.

3.Smaller non-aligned parties will be able to form opposition factions within the
parliament, representing the diverse political, national, and sectarian orientations of
Iraq.

The negative effects can be summarized as follows:

1. In the case of domination by a two-party system (which is unlikely in the Iraqi
context)or the formation of two major blocs within a multi-party system (which is
more likely), there is a fear that power will become concentrated in the hands of
the Prime Minister or behind the scenes through cooperation and integration
between the branches of government. Thisundermines an important pillar of the
parliamentary system, which is the balance between the legislative and executive
powers. It blurs the distinction between the majority party or bloc in parliament
and the opposition, potentially leading to abuse, especially in countries where the
rule of law and institutional oversight are weak.

2. In a multi-party system like the current and expected political landscape in Iraq,
any convergence of parties in terms of strength and influence, without one party or
political faction securing a parliamentary majority, leads to the formation of party
coalitions. This constant threat of change and reshuffling weakens the
government's ability to maintain internal political stability, execute its policies, and
address internal social crises.

3. The internal political and social environment in Iraq is characterized by
contradictions and distortions for various reasons. This provides an opportunity for
political parties with sufficient experience in political and parliamentary work to
engage in irresponsible behavior by making unrealistic promises to the enthusiastic
masses, which affects the functioning of the coalition government. Each
participating party begins accusing the other party of hindering the implementation
of these promises.

4. The sovereignty of a multi-party and multi-sectarian system in Iraq, under the
parliamentary system, significantly weakens the power of the electorate in
choosing the Prime Minister or determining the composition of the cabinet.
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Instead, this task is left to the consensus of the parties or even the party leaders.
Political partiesin Iraq are known for the dominance of the party leader over most
party decisions, shifting power from the hands of voters to party leaders.
5.The success of parliamentary and democratic life in Iraq, with its multiple
parties, sects, andethnic groups, requires the presence of a strong institutional
framework, mechanisms to protect this framework, and practical and theoretical
expertise in free and democratic political work.
A : Transparency
B : political equality under the law
C: social justice are indispensable conditions.
In light of the current situation, it can be concluded that the current Iraqi political
system, based on the parliamentary system and built on a fragile foundation, has
resultedin areality that relies on sectarian quotas and political rivalries among the
dominant blocs in the Council of Representatives and the Council of Ministers.
These blocs determine who should be interrogated and decide their fate, thus
emptying parliamentary oversight of its true essence. Consequently, there is no
effective governmental performance or parliamentary oversight. The practical
imbalance has become more evident than the theoretical imbalance, as the tools of
the parliamentary system usedin Western countries have failed to be effectively
implemented due to the differences in political, social, and cultural climates
between the Western countries and Iraq.
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