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Article info. Abstract: The Middle East has been, and continues to be, the most
Article history: influential environment for Turkey in shaping its foreign policy strategy.
- Received 19 July. 2017 That Turkey's ability to maintain the elements of regional power must be
- Accepted 10 August. 2017 . g . . .
- Available online 30 Sept. 2017 achieved by building a comprehensive strategic perspective capable of
expressing its interests and security. That perspective, and that some
Keywords: ] ) ) _
e Turkish strategy adjustments have been made to it by virtue of the changes that are occurring,
e Middle East but it remains the basic principle of the entire movement in the Middle East

® Regional change factors for the coming years. The ability of the state as a regional actor within an

area of influence still subject to comprehensive factors of change, such as

©2017. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS the Middle East, requires a lot of preparedness and adaptation to achieve its
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY . .. . . .
LICENSE strategic vision that reflects its security and interests. In fact, Turkey has

hitp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  heen able to maintain its regional role in the Middle East by developing a

strategic vision that matches its capabilities.
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Conclusion and Findings:

We conclude this study with the following findings:

1. When a state, acting as a regional actor, formulates a specific strategy, whether
directed towards its geographic region that represents its direct sphere of influence
or towards the international system as a whole, it is subject to various
considerations. These considerations include the constants of the ideological
framework or political philosophy of the state, as well as the constants of interests,
including national security concems, economic issues, and foreign trade. They also
include the variables of the domestic and regional external environments, with all
the opportunities, constraints, adaptations, and utilization that they entail in terms
of policies and tools.

2. Turkish strategy towards the Middle East between 1918-1923 was subject to the
variables of the domestic environment, especially the variable of the War of
Independence, as well as the variables of the external environment, particularly the
aftermath of World War I and the resulting transformations at both the regional and
international levels.

3. The collapse and disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and the subsequent
establishment of the Republic of Turkey in 1923 led to a reshaping and redirecting
of Turkey's foreign policy strategy, according to a perspective oriented towards the
West, necessitating comprehensive restructuring in terms of approach, utilization,
and implementation.

4. The end of World War II in 1945 and the resulting division of the world into two
main camps, capitalist and socialist, had significant repercussions on Turkey's
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foreign policy strategy. Turkey joined as a founding and authentic member in
several important alliances and treaties of the Western bloc.

5. The end of the Cold War in 1991 and the comprehensive transformations it
brought about at the international level with the establishment of a unipolar
international system had direct effects on Turkey's foreign policy strategy. Turkey
was able to leverage the West's continued need for alliance in the face of a new
pattern of threats and wars in the globalized era of terrorism. This led to the
maximization of Turkey's role in the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Caucasus.
6. The coming of the Justiceand Development Party to power in Turkey in 2002
and Turkey's confrontation with an exceptional regional variable represented by
the American war on Iraq in 2003 had a significant impact on changing the
traditional approach in Turkey's foreign policy strategy. This was manifested
through policies characterized by a clear degree of independence from the West,
along with the adoption of new approaches and positions with active countries,
parties, and politicalmovementsin the Middle East and other regions worldwide.
7. Turkey's foreign policy strategy in the Middle East after 2002 achieved many of
its defined objectives in subsequent years, whether at the political, economic,
social-cultural, military-security, or other levels.

8. The Turkish foreign policy strategy faced another crucial challenge with the
arrival of 2011 and the subsequent events known as the "Arab Spring," along with
its enormous repercussions on various parts and countries of the Middle East
region. Naturally, this had an impact on Turkey's foreign policy strategy,
necessitating the adoption of a different strategic approach in terms of tactics and
tools to adapt to rapidly unfolding events. This was done in order to preserve
previous gains and avoid losing the achievements that had been made. Amidst
these circumstances, Turkey managed to propose a number of policies aimed at
diversifying its strategic options. At the forefront of these policies was the
reestablishment of positive relations with countries that hold pivotal influence in
Middle East issues, such as the Russian Federation and Iran. The objective was to
reach serious understandings with these countries to effectively manage sensitive
matters like the war in Syria, the Kurdish issue, and others.

9. On July 15, 2016, Turkey experienced an internal change that had numerous
connections with other regional and international variables. This came in the
aftermath of the failed military coup attempt, which prompted Turkey to undertake
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a serious and comprehensive recalibration of many of its previous international
policies and commitments. The country shifted its focus towardsnations that took
supportive stances towards the preservation of its political system and against the
coup plotters and their backers. This was the case with the Russian Federation,
China, Iran, Qatar, and others. Conversely, Turkey also had its own choices
regarding countries that displayed negative attitudes towards the coup, including
the United States, Germany, France, and other European and Middle Eastern states.
It is still premature to judge the extent of success or failure of this internal change
in altering Turkey's strategic priorities.

10.Despite the aforementioned challenges and others, Turkey managed to maintain
its customary regional role in the Middle East by developinga strategic vision that
aligns with its capabilities and capacities. This strategic vision is capable of
adaptingresponses and proposing approaches that take into account the realities of
change in this most vibrant region in the world.
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