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" International and Regional Conflict in the Middle East and its Impact on the
Arab Region (The Arab Spring Revolutions as a Model)"

Lect.Sadam Marer Hamad Atya 2 *a dghe daa e plua o
a Kirkuk University / College of Law Political B L) aslally Ol A0S (56 dnala
Science
Article info. Abstract: The international conflict over the Middle East dates back to
Article history: ancient times, as it was the birthplace of the earliest civilizations that
- Received 19 July. 2017 emerged in this land. Life originated in the East, and humanity learned the
- Accepted 10 August. 2017 . . . . . .
- Available online 30 Sept. 2017 meaning of the sun in this geographical region called the "Middle East."
This conflict existed even before the discovery of oil, primarily due to the
Keywords:

o International and  regional strategic location of this area.

conflicts Undoubtedly, strategic regions in the world attract significant international
e Middle East

e Impact on the Arab region
e Arab Spring revolutions energy. The Middle East is one of the most prominent regions possessing

attention and competition for control over their resources and sources of

energy resources, in addition to its cultural, religious, and strategic

©2017. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS

ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY importance. Throughout history, global powers have vied for influence over
LICENSE

hip:/fereativecommons.ore/licenses/by/4 0 this region. Despite the various concepts and definitions regarding the

geographical boundaries of this area, some argue that it includes the region

of Iraq, the Arabian Gulf, Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan.

There are those who also include Central Asian countries, and some even
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see the Middle East extending to the African continent.
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Conclusion:

The Middle East has always been a focal point of interest for both international
and regional powers due to its strategic, natural, human, political, economic,
cultural, andreligious resources. Thishas led to competition and conflicts among
these powers, aiming to impose control and dominance over the region.

The political transformations that occurred in the Middle East were not easy for
the people of the region, especially in the countries that witnessed regime changes
such as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen, and Syria. These countries were greatly
affected by these changes.

The Arab Spring revolutions represented part of the thinking of the Western
powers, particularly the American thinking, to gain control over the region and
create a state of chaos under the guise of supporting democracy at the expense of
dictatorial regimes. One of the consequences of this transformation was the rise of
radical extremist Islamic currents, which led to the spread of armed extremist
groups in some Arab countries after they gained control over large territories.
Through studying the events in the political arena of the Middle East in general
and the Arab countries in particular, we have reached several conclusions that can
be summarized as follows:
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1. The Middle East is a highly important strategic region, which has motivated
various empires throughout history to seek control over it.

2. The countries of the Middle East suffered from colonization in the early 20th
century, resulting in their division among colonial powers and increasing misery
among theregion's peoples. They were subsequently divided into smaller states.

3. The control of dictatorial regimes and their long-term stay in power without
developing the region's peoples has contributed to an increase in illiteracy and
backwardness.

4. The political and military events that led to what is known as the Arab Spring
did not happen in a vacuum but were the result of a combination of internal
political, social, and economic factors, as well as limited external factors.

5. The Arab Spring revolutions resulted in the fall of four autocratic regimes in
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and Yemen. This will generate anew type of international
relations between the countries of the region and Western countries, changing
political alliances both regionally and globally.

6. The Arab Spring revolutions will have a significant impact on activating
Islamic currents, both radical and moderate, and their strong presence in the
political arena. Thishas pushed the region into the grip of religious, nationalist,
and sectarian fanaticism due to external influences and extreme poverty. Islamic
forces clearly understand that they cannot fully implement all their principles,
including the establishment of an Islamic state. Therefore, they will have to
compromise and cooperate with liberal and democratic forces in forming
governments to preserve national interests.

7. Despite the lack of a political vision for the countries that experienced
revolution due to ongoing security and political instability, their foreign policies
towards regional and Western countries will change.

8. According to election results and the general popular trend in the region,
Islamic forces will dominate political power.

9. During the revolution, there was consensus around the main slogan of the
revolution, which was the fall of the regime. However, after the revolution, there is
a clear division that threatens the future of the revolution and the entire region, and
concerns about civil war have not dissipated, especially in Libya and Egypt.
The Middle East will remain a center of global conflict for a period of time due to
several political, economic, cultural, religious, and ideological reasons. The
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intensity of the conflict is likely to increase due to internal and external factors
fueling the ongoing conflicts in the Middle Eastern countries. If the people of the
region do not find a solution to the continuous conflict, these countries may
collapse and potentially be divided into sectarian and nationalist regions, as
plannedin the so-called New Middle East map, which aims to redivide the region
to serve American interests. Similar to the division of power between France,
Britain, and Italy in the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1917, the Arab region was
divided into hegemonic states that shared its resources. Therefore, the people of
this region must be vigilant about the dangerous plan that is being drawn for their

countries.
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8. Scott Ritter, Targeting Iran, translated by Amin Al-Ayoubi, Arab House for Science -
Publishers, Beirut 2007.

9. Saif Al-Harmzi, Approaches of American Smart Powers as a Mechanism of International
Change, "The United States of America as a Model", Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies, Doha 2016.

10. Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations, “Remaking the World Order”, translated by
Talaat Al-Shayeb, Dar Sotoor, Amman 1999.

11. Saddam Murir Al-Jumaili, The European Union and its Role in the New World Order, Dar
Al-Manhal Al-Lebanese, Beirut 2009.

12. Saddam Murir Al-Jumaili, The Struggle of the Great Powers to Hegemonize the World
Order, Dar Al-Manhal Al-Lebanese, Beirut 2016.

13. Ali Abdul Amir Allawi: The occupation of Iraq won the war and lost the peace. Translated
by Atta Abdel Wahab. Arab Foundation for Studies and Publishing. Beirut 2009.

14. Fahd Al-Orabi Al-Harthy, Knowledge is Power and Freedom as well, Arab House for
Science Publishers, Beirut 2010.

15. A group of researchers, The Gulf Crisis and the Future of the Middle East, "An Arab and
American Vision", Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies, Cairo 1992.

16. A group of researchers, restoring balance, "a strategy for the Middle East drawing the new
president." Some researchers from the Council on Foreign Relations. And the Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, translated by: Sami Al-
Kaaki, Beirut 2009.

17. Michel Nofal: Turkey's Return to the East, "The New Directions of Turkish Politics", Arab
Science Publishers House, Beirut 2010.

18. Nasser Zaidan, The Role of Russia in the Middle East and North Africa from Peter the Great
to Vladimir Putin, Arab House of Science Publishers, Beirut 2013.

19. Hadi Kobeissi: American Foreign Policy, "Between Two Schools: Neoconservatism and
Realism," the Arab Science Publishers House. Beirut 2008.

20. Henry Kissinger, Does America Need a Foreign Policy? Towards a new diplomacy for the
twenty-first century, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut 2003.

21. Henry Lawrence: The Great Game "The Contemporary Arab East and International
Conflicts", translated by Muhammad Makhlouf, Dar Cordoba for Publishing, Documentation and
Research, Meknes 1992.

22. Yahya Ahmed Al-Kaaki: The Middle East and the Struggle of Globalization. Arab
Renaissance House. Beirut 2002.

Secondly, websites

1. Ali Saeed, the concept of the “Arab Spring” fact or illusion? See this link:
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http://algerep.com/spip.php?article22

2. The United Nations report: The first Arab world to be backward, see this link
http://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=2451

3. Adel El Safty, What does the Arab Spring mean? See this link:
http://www.alarabiya.net/views/2011/08/05/160884 .html

4. The United Nations report: The first Arab world to be backward, see this link:
http://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=2451

5. For more information, see:

http://www.alhiwar.net/ShowNews.php?Tnd=21325

6. Adel Al-Obeidi: Tunisia, “What is the role of the United States in the Arab Spring?” See this
link:

http://www.almasdar.tn/management/article-7483

7. The Independent newspaper: The Arab Spring revolutions proved the failure of Western
strategies towards the Middle East. See this link

: http://al-mashhad.com/Print/Articles

8. See Wikipedia: http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/

9. Muammar Fawzi  Al-Khalil, Saudi-American Relations, see this link:
http://almoslim.net/node/85250

.10For more information, see the electronic link on the knowledge site: https://www.marefa.org/
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