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Article history: civilians in general and children, especially with the increasing
- Received 19 July. 2017 number of victims and the transformation in the nature of wars and
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_ Available online 30 Sept. 2017 armed conflicts, which is now more deadly children, including

fighters.
Keywords: The human and material bleeding caused by decades of successive
e Children of wars wars in Iraq will require more decades to recover from its effects and
* ISIS children repercussions. The war has left millions of dead, orphans and street
: ;il;fi;:ler children, as well as millions of people with disabilities and mental
o Iraqi child rights disorders. In the face of inadequate government policies, armed

53017 THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS groups and militias have succeeded in investing in these millions of

ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY children into projects of Kkillers, martyrs and militia leaders.

LICENSE The exit of Iraq from the cycle of war and violence depends on the
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removal of childhood from this vicious circle that transform the

victims of today to the princes of the wars of tomorrow.
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Conclusion:

The human and material hemorrhage caused by decades of successive wars
in Iraq will require many more decades to heal from its effects and ramifications.
The wars have left millions dead, orphaned children, and street children, in

addition to millions who are disabled or suffer from psychological disorders. In the

face of shortcomings in government policies, armed groups and militias have
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succeeded in exploiting these millions of child soldiers, turning them into killers,
martyrs, and militia leaders.

The exit of Iraq from the whirlpool of war and violence depends on rescuing
childhood from this empty cycle that turns today's victims into princes of future
wars. This requires:

First: Addressing the psychological and material effects of war on Iraqi
children, which necessitates establishing rehabilitation centers equipped with the
necessary supplies and qualified human resources. It may be necessary to seek
assistance from foreign experts to compensate for the shortage of specialists in
Iraq. It is also important to benefit from international experiences in this field.

Second: Adopting developmental policies based on nurturing childhood and
investing in its future as the solid foundation for security and development. This
requires investing in children, adopting child—friendly budgets and investment
plans, and focusing on raising generations that are inclined towards coexistence,
tolerance, and free from the contamination of violence and terrorism. It
necessitates the establishment of a long—-term strategy starting from nurseries and
kindergartens, extending to homes and schools, with a focus on extracurricular
activities such as arts and sports education. Throughout nearly a century of our
state's existence, we have failed to invest in our vast natural resources and
unlimited human potential due to our reliance on war, occupation, and lost
security. Today, we need to redirect our focus towards the future of childhood. It
is neither fair nor just to burden future generations with the responsibility for this

failure.
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Third: The international community must fulfill its ethical and legal
responsibilities towards lragi children, especially since it has been involved in
Iraq's fate since 1991, and many international crimes have been committed
against Iraqi children under the guise of international legitimacy or in the silence
and indifference of the international community. This is also necessary for the
requirements and future of international security and peace in this sensitive region
of the world
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