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"Iraqi industry after 2003
""An analytical study in reality .. Obstacles .. options for advancement"'
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Article info. Abstract: The industrial sector is one of the most important economic
sectors in the economy of any country, whether it is developing or
Article history: advanced, as it is the middle and important link between other economic
- Received 6.6.2021 sectors such as agriculture, trade, services, transportation, etc., which
- Accepted 27.8.2021 . - ) . . .
_ Available online 30.9.2021 imposed on the decision-maker in any country to make it a priority for his
economic interests to develop this sector sustainably, now and in the future.
Keywords: The Iraqi industry has gone through many great challenges throughout its
- Industry history, and through historical stages of development since the
- Obstacles establishment of the Iraqi state in 1921, and because of the phenomenon of
- Industrial sector political, security and economic instability that Iraq witnessed throughout its

history, its contribution to the gross domestic product was weak, and Iraq

©2021. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS continued to suffer from a unilateral rentier economy. decades ago.
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY

LICENSE After the occupation of Iraq in the year 2003 by the United States of
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ America and the accompanying destructive war that included most sectors,
@ @ i especially the industrial infrastructure, factories and industrial facilities,

Bl which were destroyed and vandalized, which dealt a strong blow to the Iraqi

industry, as well as the role of the general economic policies that were taken
by the governments Successive Iraqi companies, whether financial,
monetary, tax, technical or investment, were suffering from insufficient
rationality for the ambitious developmental advancement of the Iraqi
industry, as the political, security, economic and social obstacles had a role
in impeding the growth of this vital economic sector.
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Conclusion

Despite Iraq's long history of industry, especially after the establishment of the
Iraqi state in 1921, the industrial sector received limited attention due to the scarcity
of resources at that time. The agricultural sector was favored over industry. Even
after the establishment of the Iraqi Reconstruction Council, which emphasized
investment in agriculture over Iraqi industry, the Republican era since 1958 did not
lay the foundation for large, advanced industries capable of achieving self-
sufficiency in Iraqi markets or for export to the world.

Iraq's industry continued to decline due to political, security, and economic
instability that accompanied most of Iraq's history. Additionally, a lack of strategic
vision after 2003 by successive governments hindered the economic development
of Iraq. The absence of political will to diversify the Iraqi economy, given that the
industrial sector is essential for the development of other economic sectors,
exacerbated the situation.

The Dutch Disease, characterized by a one-sided, rent-based economy,
necessitates short, medium, and long-term strategies for industrial development.
These strategies should align with the stages of development, encompass
comprehensive and balanced public policies, be guided by informed data from a
comprehensive population census, and aim to achieve objectives efficiently.

Without defining the problem, gathering information, proposing alternative
solutions, selecting the best alternative that achieves optimal results at the lowest
cost, and implementing, evaluating, and assessing, sound public policies for Iraq's
industrial development would be impossible. This underscores the importance of
policymakers in Iraq developing and executing these industrial revitalization
strategies within specified timelines, especially in the rapidly evolving 21st century,
an era of intense industrial competition among nations and civilizations.
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