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""The impact of the security factor on Iraqi foreign policy since 2003"

Assistant Professor Dr. Mustafa Ibrahim Salman ? Y2 Gadd) Glalu assly) dlaa 2 .a g
a . . .
Cfanter.for Strategic and International Studies / 2 sk duals [ Ldplly Lentliad) il JS5a
University of Baghdad
Article info. Abstract: The issue of security is one of the very influential factors in
the policy of any country, whether at the internal or external levels.
Article history: Since 2003, Iraq has suffered from various security threats, perhaps
- ifc’zzlvtzg %(2)3382 the most prominent of which are terrorism, border security, societal
i AvailI;ble online 30.9.2021 tensions and economic deterioration, which provoked reactions that
took the form of popular protests, and have affected These threats
Keywords: directly affect the nature of Iraq's regional and international relations.
- security At the regional level, the security dimension was present in Iraq’s
- foreign policy policy towards Turkey, especially since the Turkish military
-Iraq interventions in northern Iraq to pursue the Kurdistan Workers’ Party

(PKK) have provoked recurring political crises between Iraq and

Turkey, and the security factor in turn affected Iraq’s policy towards
©2071. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS Iran, and the security reality and the importance of Iraq The strategy
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY turns it into an arena of intersection of wills, competition for regional
LICENSE interests, and consolidation of influence in the Middle East, especially
http: //creatlvecommons org/licenses/by/4.0/  between Turkey and Iran .The security factor, in turn, directly
affected Iraq's foreign policy, especially towards influential
international powers, led by the United States. Security cooperation
between Iraq and the United States was framed by a joint security
agreement.

*Corresponding  Author:  Assist.  Prof. Dr. Mustafa  Ibrahim  Salman, E-Mail:
dr.mustafa@cis.uobaghdad.edu.ig,Tel:xxx, Affiliation: Center for Strategic and International Studies /
University of Baghdad
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()" Bertelsmann Annual Report 2008, BTI 2008: Iraq Country Report, (Germany: Giitersloh,

Bertelsmann Stiftung, 2009), p.p. 2, 4.

@ Daniel Byman, An Autopsy of the Iraq Debacle: Policy Failure or Bridge Too Far?, Security Studies
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Conclusion

The security reality that Irag has experienced since 2003 has greatly
affected Iraq’s foreign policy, and we can identify two main stages that security
developments in Iraq went through, the first between 2003-2014, and this stage
witnessed direct US military intervention and the change of the former regime by
force, and the dissolution of security and military institutions As a result, Iraq
witnessed unprecedented waves of violence, especially terrorism, the spread of
weapons, and the growing strength of armed factions and clans. During this
stage, ethnic and sectarian affiliation emerged as a major driver of Iraqgi society
and is also influential in Iraq's foreign policy. The US military withdrawal in 2011
revealed weakness In the capabilities of the army and the security establishment,
and as for the second phase, it started since 2014, in which Iraqg withessed an
unprecedented breach in its contemporary history, which is represented by the
terrorist Daesh occupying parts of its lands, and despite the success of the Iraqi
forces in defeating and expelling it, its cells are still active and carrying out
terrorist operations. The security threat is not confined to terrorism, but social
tensions such as clan conflicts, the deterioration of the economic situation and the
spread of corruption have contributed, as well as weaknesses. What is in the
borders and their dangerous repercussions have a profound impact on Iraq's
foreign policy, especially with its geographic neighborhood, and this leads us to
say that the security reality in general has a negative impact on Iraq's foreign

policy.

On this basis, it is clear that there is a close link between the security reality and
the Iraqi foreign policy. The developments in the security reality that Iraq has

gone through since 2003 have reflected on the nature of Irag’s regional and
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international relations. Rather, this reality has an impact on the nature of Iraq’s
strategic alliances. At the regional level, Irag has become a field Regional

competition and the promotion of interests, especially between Iran and Turkey.

On the international level, security is one of the most important factors affecting
Irag’s foreign policy towards its international environment, and Irag’s policy
towards the United States stands out in this regard, as the security agreements
concluded between the two countries determined the shape of these relations,
and the nature of American aid provided to Iraq, especially in the field of
supporting capabilities The lIragi army and the development of its security
institutions, and with regard to the impact of the security factor on Iraq’s foreign
policy towards Russia, the demands of some political forces for closer relations
with Russia, and the expulsion of US forces from lIraq, especially after the air
strikes received by some Iraqi camps that shelter factions of the Popular
Mobilization Some of these factions attack US military bases and the international
coalition forces, and accordingly, the security and political factor is a strong and
influential pressure in directing Iraqi policy towards Russia and away from the

United States.

277



