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"Israeli foreign policy toward the Kurdistan region of Iraq after 2003"

Dr. Defaf Kamil Khadim ? * 2 Bl JalS Cilda a0
 Center for Strategic and International Studies / a4, Z\.a.al;/Lb Ay Lagiiad) bl 3
University of Baghdad. : S e

Article info. Abstract: The Israeli foreign policy witnessed many challenges in

the years 2003-2015, as the fall of the regime in Iraq and the
Article history: f the t st ISIS i hich it led t d
_Received: 20.6.2021 emergence of the terrorist group in whic 1' ed to provide new
- Accepted 1/8/2021 opportunities and challenges for it. The strategic vacuum resulting
- Available online :30\)\2021 from the occupation of Iraq increased the golden opportunity for Israel
to penetrate Iraqi Kurdistan by focusing on designing and

Keywords: implementing its strategic plans as well as its geopolitical interests,
- Israeli foreign policy taking into account its geopolitical heart.

- The Kurds

- The central government in Baghdad

_ Minorities The relationship between Israel and the Kurds is an extension of the
- Neighboring countries Israeli foreign policy and its national security strategy in the Middle
East in order to break out of isolation and expand its presence in the

©2021. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS region. Accordingly, Israel’s charter to direct presence in the region
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY glon. gLy, p glon,

LICENSE and with its infiltration into economic and social activities in the
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ - region, seeking to obtain a new strategic ally in the Middle East.
Therefore, Israel has identified the Kurdish minority as an ally in its
hostile environment, where it establishes ties with it.

*Corresponding Author: Dr. Defaf Kamil Khadim ,E-Mail: dhifaf.kakaji @ cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Tel:, Affiliation: Center for Strategic and International Studies / University of Baghdad.
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* Alireza Nader, Larry Hanauer , Regional Implications of Independent Kurdistan, Library of Congress,

The Rand Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif,2016, pp. 124-127.
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conclusion

the Kurdish factor has consistently played a significant role in Israeli foreign
policy. Israeli-Kurdish relations are of paramount importance as they form a key
element in realizing Israel's Middle East policy, which is primarily based on
forming alliances with minority groups and encouraging them to pursue secession,
following the strategy of alliance of the parties developed by Israel's first Prime
Minister, David Ben-Gurion. This strategy has allowed Israel to enhance its
strategic position in the Middle East, breaking free from regional geostrategic
isolation.

Israeli-Kurdish relations date back to before the establishment of the State of
Israel in 1948 and have solidified, particularly through direct support during the
1960s, continuing to the present day. Israel's geopolitical proximity to Iran and its
access to the energy-rich, mineral-rich, and water resources in Iraqi Kurdistan have
driven its efforts to develop its strategic depth in the region. The realization of an
independent Kurdistan would place Israel, as a non-Muslim and non-Arab country,
alongside Arab nations that reject its existence, potentially helping Israel address
issues related to its legitimacy and regional isolation.

As a result, Israel has become increasingly involved in various activities in
northern Iraq. Israel intends to maintain its support for the Kurds irrespective of the
success or failure of their secession efforts. This support has acted as a
destabilizing element and a catalyst for other separatist conflicts. Naturally, this
support is founded on common interests between Israel and Iraqi Kurdistan,
leading to political, security, economic, and social repercussions for numerous
countries in the region, especially impacting the federal government in Baghdad
and neighboring regional nations.
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