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"Iraqi National Security Challenges and Solutions''

Assist.Prof.Dr. Dhari Sarhan Humadi Al-Hamdani ® T ) galea Gl Gla 3 .a
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Article info. Abstract: After 2003, Iraq encountered several challenges that posed

Article history: a serious threat to its security and sovereignty. Among these threats

_Received 30 Sept. 2021 was the spread of drugs, as during that period, Iraq became a major

- Accepted 25 Nov. 2021 corridor for drug trade, as it is located as a mediator between
- Available online 31.12 .2021

producing and consuming countries. After that, the biggest challenge

Keywords: ) ) )

- National Security was ISIS, which occupied parts of Iraq in June 2014. Among the
-1 . e

—Tr:rciorism other challenges facing Iraq's security is the phenomenon of arms
- Stability

proliferation, which has negative effects on security and community

57051 THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS peace. Corruption is also one of the challenges that threaten the

f{RCTEISé UNDER THE CC BY security and stability of Iraq. Its spread leads to activating the work of

http:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ organized crime networks and terrorist elements .
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Conclusion:

The year of 2003 marked a significant turning point in Irag's history, as it
witnessed invasion and plunged into a spiral of instability. The negative
repercussions of the occupation continue to afflict Iraq, particularly in terms of its
national security. The most prominent challenges threatening Irag's national
security include the widespread drug problem, stemming from weakened security
institutions, lack of law enforcement, and insufficient cooperation in combatting
drug trafficking. lIraq has become a nexus between drug-producing and
consuming countries. Additionally, the rise of ISIS and its occupation of several
Iraqgi provinces in 2014 posed a grave challenge to national security, altering
strategic and demographic landscapes in the affected regions. The control over
these provinces shifted from Iraqi government entities to ISIS, endangering Iraqg's
security significantly. Furthermore, the proliferation of arms has compounded the
security challenges, fostering a culture of violence and jeopardizing the standing
of security institutions, endangering the populace. On another note, corruption
has emerged as a dire challenge post-2003, affecting the Iraqi economy and
citizens' quality of life. Iraq is now among the world's most corrupt nations.

Addressing these challenges necessitates implementing comprehensive plans
for Iraqi national security, activating and supporting security agencies, restricting
civilian access to arms and centralizing arms under state control. To counter
terrorism, international and regional coordination is imperative to leverage global
and regional expertise. Given the widespread corruption within state institutions,

tailored solutions are essential to confront this issue effectively.
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