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Abstract: This paper analyses the water relations between Iraq and
Turkey by applying the Framework of Hydro-hegemony, which
reveals that their comprehensive bilateral political relations shape
their hydropolitical ties to a great extent. After World War 1, Turkey
approached Iraq to ally against the rise of Soviet power and
cooperated in the water field to sign the 1946 agreement. When the
Justice and Development Party came to power, particularly after the
American invasion, Turkey employed soft diplomacy. In its foreign
policy towards Iraq, Turkey employed a blend of soft power and
material power, mainly military might. Thus, this was reflected in
their water relations. Furthermore, Turkey used water as a strategic
tool for dealing with Iraq. It neither negated water cooperation with
Iraq nor elevated this cooperation to an institutional formula

embodied in an explicit agreement.
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Conclusion:

To better understand the political water communication between Iraq and Turkey, it is
necessary to uncover the trajectory of the process within the contextual interaction and within a
specific timeframe. This is demonstrated by analyzing the timeline of direct bilateral relations
between Iraq and Turkey in shaping their water relations.

At the beginning of Iraq's establishment, successive governments were responsible for managing
water abundance by constructing several dams and canals. However, in the 1960s, Iraq shifted to
managing water scarcity when Turkey initiated its national development programs, which gave
water economic and social value. Regionally, the political dynamics of the region have
influenced the overall bilateral relations, with the Kurdish issue and oil exports becoming major
factors in shaping the relationship. Despite periods of tension and instability in their internal
affairs, communication between Iraq and Turkey has continued, but they have not yet reached a
close and stable political relationship, and their water cooperation has also been fluctuating.
The first real test for Iraq came with the filling of the Ataturk Dam reservoir in 1990, where Iraq
realized its dependence on Turkey for water. Generally, Turkey has used its material power in its
relations with Iraq, ranging from military superiority to joining NATO and manipulating water as
leverage for its various purposes.

After the US invasion, Turkey's foreign policy toward Iraq changed as Iraq developed relations
with Iraqi Sunnis and Kurds to safeguard its interests in Iraq and establish a buffer zone against
increasing Iranian influence. However, the Justice and Development Party (AKP) attempted to
formulate its policy in Iraq by maintaining an equal distance from all factions of the Iraqi people.
After all, while maintaining its dominance in terms of material power, Turkey began to lean
more towards soft power by aligning with the requirements of the Iraqi people and engaging with
all factions. At the same time, Turkey developed its water discourse to have an impact on Iraqi
political life without long-term commitments in the fluctuating political landscape of Iraq.
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