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. . and try to avoid the crisis and study the reasons for reluctance
¢ Parliament elections

e Iraqi (political¢ economic¢ and social)¢ there must be a set of means that
e General elections (2018 and ) o S )
2021) help activate political participation as a necessity to ensure the
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by respecting the opinion of the citizen« raising the level of political
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of his participation¢< which allows the individual a degree of readiness

to participate in public life.
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Conclusion:

Voter apathy. characterized by the lack of participation in elections:. is attributed
to indifference and a loss of interest in political matters due to the absence of
electoral promises by political forces. This phenomenon is observed in all political
systems: particularly in countries of the Global South« including Iraqgc which has
witnessed five parliamentary elections: with the latest one in 2021. These
elections followed popular protests in most Iraqi citiesc demanding political
reforms. the provision of services. the eradication of poverty. unemployment. and
widespread corruption in all branches of the state.

As a result. legal reforms were implemented. particularly in the electoral system«
through the amendment of Law No. 9 of 2020. Iraq was divided into 83 electoral
districts based on the number of women's quota seats: instead of the previous 18§

electoral districts based on the number of Iraqi provinces. The law favors
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individual candidates: and the winner in each electoral district is determined by
the highest number of votes. The second winner follows directlyc and so on.
according to the seats in each electoral district. The electoral law shifted from a
proportional representation system based on the modified Sainte-Lagué method
to a single non-transferable vote system: which directly impacts the size of
electoral districts and the relationship between the voter and the candidate. The
law also prohibits the transfer between political blocs for the winning candidate.
The early elections were held as scheduled. and traditional parties. as well as the
October Revolution and independent parties. participated: benefiting from the
changed law. The 2018 and 2021 elections were distinguished by the
introduction of advanced technology in the electoral process. However. voter
apathy was the most significant event in these elections. with a participation rate
of 41%: meaning a 59% abstention rate compared to 55.48% in the 2018
elections. This can be attributed to the lack of trust by the majority of society in
the political process and the feeling among citizens that their vote does not
change anything in the electoral equation. The same faces have been present
since the first parliamentary elections in 2005¢ and everyone exercises power in
each election cycle« albeit with a change in the ruling seat. The Iraqgi voter found
no option but to abstain and withdraw from these elections.

The 2021 elections did introduce a new political landscape in Iraq. particularly
with a decrease in seats for traditional parties (Shiite and Sunni). while new
political forces emerged. represented by independents and October Revolution
parties. The Sadrists dominated the majority of seats after obtaining 73 seats. On

the other hand: the Fatah Alliance and the State of Law Coalition led by Ammar
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al-Hakim and Haider al-Abadi experienced a decrease in the number of seats.
The Al-Takadum Alliance led by Mohammed al-Halbousi. obtained the majority
of seats for the Sunni component. and the same applied to the Kurdistan
Democratic Party. Additionally. new forces emerged. such as the October parties
(Amadah and Ishraga Kanoon) and independents.
Based on the study. several conclusions can be drawn:
1. Political participation is an indicator of the nature of the political system. Active
and meaningful political participation indicates a democratic system.
2. The crisis of political participation arises from the intersection of various
economic. political. and social factors.
3. A lack of awareness among individuals regarding the importance of
participating in elections. as well as a lack of trust in elected officials« contribute
to the exacerbation of the crisis of political participation in Iraq.

4.The obstacles created by the ruling elite hindered the aspirations of those
interested in participating in public affairs. thus exacerbating the crisis of political

participation in Iraq.
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