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. . and try to avoid the crisis and study the reasons for reluctance
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e Iraqi (political¢ economic¢ and social)¢ there must be a set of means that
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2021) help activate political participation as a necessity to ensure the
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by respecting the opinion of the citizen« raising the level of political
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of his participation¢< which allows the individual a degree of readiness

to participate in public life.
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Conclusion:

Voter apathy. characterized by the lack of participation in elections:. is attributed
to indifference and a loss of interest in political matters due to the absence of
electoral promises by political forces. This phenomenon is observed in all political
systems: particularly in countries of the Global South« including Iraqgc which has
witnessed five parliamentary elections: with the latest one in 2021. These
elections followed popular protests in most Iraqi citiesc demanding political
reforms. the provision of services. the eradication of poverty. unemployment. and
widespread corruption in all branches of the state.

As a result. legal reforms were implemented. particularly in the electoral system«
through the amendment of Law No. 9 of 2020. Iraq was divided into 83 electoral
districts based on the number of women's quota seats« instead of the previous 18§

electoral districts based on the number of Iraqi provinces. The law favors
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individual candidates: and the winner in each electoral district is determined by
the highest number of votes. The second winner follows directlyc and so on.
according to the seats in each electoral district. The electoral law shifted from a
proportional representation system based on the modified Sainte-Lagué method
to a single non-transferable vote system: which directly impacts the size of
electoral districts and the relationship between the voter and the candidate. The
law also prohibits the transfer between political blocs for the winning candidate.
The early elections were held as scheduled. and traditional parties. as well as the
October Revolution and independent parties. participated: benefiting from the
changed law. The 2018 and 2021 elections were distinguished by the
introduction of advanced technology in the electoral process. However. voter
apathy was the most significant event in these elections. with a participation rate
of 41%: meaning a 59% abstention rate compared to 55.48% in the 2018
elections. This can be attributed to the lack of trust by the majority of society in
the political process and the feeling among citizens that their vote does not
change anything in the electoral equation. The same faces have been present
since the first parliamentary elections in 2005¢ and everyone exercises power in
each election cycle« albeit with a change in the ruling seat. The Iraqgi voter found
no option but to abstain and withdraw from these elections.

The 2021 elections did introduce a new political landscape in Iraq. particularly
with a decrease in seats for traditional parties (Shiite and Sunni). while new
political forces emerged. represented by independents and October Revolution
parties. The Sadrists dominated the majority of seats after obtaining 73 seats. On

the other hand: the Fatah Alliance and the State of Law Coalition led by Ammar
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al-Hakim and Haider al-Abadi experienced a decrease in the number of seats.
The Al-Takadum Alliance led by Mohammed al-Halbousi. obtained the majority
of seats for the Sunni component. and the same applied to the Kurdistan
Democratic Party. Additionally. new forces emerged. such as the October parties
(Amadah and Ishraga Kanoon) and independents.
Based on the study. several conclusions can be drawn:
1. Political participation is an indicator of the nature of the political system. Active
and meaningful political participation indicates a democratic system.
2. The crisis of political participation arises from the intersection of various
economic. political. and social factors.
3. A lack of awareness among individuals regarding the importance of
participating in elections. as well as a lack of trust in elected officials« contribute
to the exacerbation of the crisis of political participation in Iraq.

4.The obstacles created by the ruling elite hindered the aspirations of those
interested in participating in public affairs. thus exacerbating the crisis of political

participation in Iraq.

Gilua il

ddlyay (Aglanl¥) L8RAN oian g dylani) cllealdl aiil L) ey maaly SigE Ul alag) —1
3Se IS Ce Al Y1 3lysly ALl o) Al g eVly gl (e al) Atk gy Ao
r oS gadse (o Laydag o) yE)

A ga (e By Golus iy g Guibalgall lgadadiy Sasas dojiegn il oY seadl Jao 2
OV Y1 Aplany) lilaa) aigig adled 858 Cate GQLAIDU Llall duca giall o) (e a2 pllg ccnllamy)

291



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

(e 155 o agily Cilalgall Cilgenl g lan iy Lan ¢ Aplay) asilley ol ol ((y5ake 7¢7) s
bl agilillay cladl any Cugual)

00 allally deadiceall s glly LY lg zaldls cddhall Lalal ) LS laiad o) =3
anslity LasSall (s oy 3sll Gty Jlitly dasSall (K 8 Apaa V1 Aall ax Al collaad]
o aall Gl oda el alle ) agiall 8 huala 3] Cagiall Gly A3 2gill
Sistiee 4edlis

Alaill ~ Ol el s lan) 8 L) (e Lgd Ll llany) 3 ASHLad) dpadl by —4
Olaay Gandipall caddll bl ai Ao udlll g mla¥) lidl 6 el gl asland
eyl iy (3 el Aulany) eyl e g OLY) o aging calud Lliad ada)si adag 4383
Bladly bl allail) 3 28 salely cblasty) 4 ALl (pilalgall sl 8aaa 93k glaml =5

292



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

dlaall

oS Aae 2018 Alalull LAY aay 8 el ool i) 8 il e ¢(gradl) 2ana 2eal il L1
2020 222380 ¢l £l (S5 Amaly cpailaadl plall

L il 2018 alal Glall 8 Al ) LAy Aoy 3 Al soal) Laaa¥ly Clallatll fjlss cdens deal (o) .2
2019 652221 16akaall ¢dlaiy ¢ paiivaal) daalall cdalgally dujall Sl )l 4 jeatival) daa (dagSall S5 A
Allas A3 )5 Al eyl 5y5ad) 35 cin (Bl 8 adine (el tAalall A8l LAY (s July L3
2021 skl [ jeian30

Aapal el pall 55a K50 ¢ LV ISl Anabuad) doslaall c¥sats £ pell Aladpl CLIATY) S e puls .4
2018 lp28 ¢ pi

Byoad) (8paall daals (Byuad) Qo ccilallaally QL) Bhall o8 Haal ACde ¢ (Guld) tene pusl Grs .5
2019 88224l

il 3$e by e lan) Gile ) dalaitl 5ala (e Jsailly Ghall & sl (gl saal (ubie jums .6
2020 Jo¥) 0y5l€ 7 cdabidan il g cdagall el ol

) S clgealss Al cbaalls 2021 ple 3 3)Sad) Bhall LAY gl LY (LS s sy LT
2021 gt /O cppdin 6 (Alls anit cdagall el L yyg s

e iteabe Al el Adlall 8 A Al sV cnile dhh GLIKE) (gramall s pali o0 .8
2019 (lyal) d3s<l) Anals cAwbicdl ashell 240 ()50

Aoaail i) bl 3K cddgs ol Alaa cdaaiilly L) 8 il el Gllasl) (Ole s s .9
2012 ¢542aa) calany cdudgally

calary clany daals cdoctilly Logs il) i) Asa cdsbiaad) ALl (o Ladhjall all Cige ¢(jlalus ABIS (395410
2006 ¢82aal) (3alaal)

2018 ¢alaiy cdaplaslly ciluhall Gl 3K (Al LAY L ASLa e g Jadl Aadles ¢ S olass 11
3 oAl cbilasl 2018 Al Al ) syl ddhal Sl 5ol cos,als jele o sale .12
2018 ¢V ¢t yn by dealy 5Ll

Sl oyl S 2021 48hel Gpe piall AT 8 A )] Aabond) (58 Aasjd cgamad) Jhallne .13
2021 5ugSH /deY) cppdn 8 cAlla it cAagall cchliabiad) Al jag

Ul 2017-2012 ,abal) & LAY Cagjall Ala Ay casbond) QlaeY) cdiigan Jaing dagay (eee . 14

2018 ¢ Sl <539 @i Grare 5lpe daala cAosbid) aglally (3oaall LIS (5 ppdia e pivale

293



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

LIS (hjgdia pe o)gi€o dag pll cdatl fugen Al s 2003 plo ey &bl Aol ol il caal Cpos el 15
2016 cdars (0peid) drals cdalidl aslell

halaailly il all Gl S50 cdliad L 12021 ol 3hall b dua il SLAIYT B llae aew e 16
2021 colary

o33 SN gl e cdplogleall Lall ASed ((3lhall 8 ol yieY) jlaliag slay) cgalaadl 2y e 17
.2019/6/25 «https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/19712

asbally Goindl AU Bypdia yie ieeale Al ¢ il 8 Auaen) e yally S Cig el ¢ aia) a3 18

Al doeyd lase Baiad o8 ol ol ol js cdielad) Glasyg) QlglSy Gatua cibaas #3148, 19
2017 dasall (] alaall ednlosdl ¢ lean Taalad Zuabell Anall o(2 laem Lobias L) (ladsai 3l Lol
gy camisilly il il ll dxalad) decssall Slaalin e 2ena e ¢ puboad] g laa¥l ale <5y (.20
.1998

AN adsall o cluhall 505l 5850 ¢ fistay sarie 2aan cubiw w8l 1A8 Rl LAY ¢ S ol 2]
.2021/10/14 https://studies.aljazeera.net/ar/article/5159

i SN Bsall o i lagladll Lol A< s 85 Koal) lolasi¥) L pie coubae alowa () ey 20340122

.2021 /10/14 <https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/28783

Ly 1(Ladsai 2018 52014 dulalyl) ClLAnY) Bhall 3 LY cge i paliy (53¢ SUE 52ale. 23
2020 132232l calaay 2oy daals 3] e calai dire B duilase

Gl dlae o(ndgail Glall) 2018 ale dupadl Joall & LAY e Caghall Halh culad mlla 1ena.24
2020 <45338) <[ 4alaal) ¢ gyt < Juagall dnals doal

e fieale Al ((Jolally cligeall ) 2005 dle an Gl bl ZoaYl ¢ cannsSl dse 30lia Alaias. 25
2018 ¢dazs ¢cpeil) daals (Al aglall LS (5980

=39 SN sl e (%22 gds 3l 5 Gl Al At (Jyamll) [ A Giye e UL 26
.2018/8/23 « https://www.arab48.com

LIS ladgat Abaall dine Qlad SLAYT B AN e gilall Qldll Gige Balla (g9 )8l dnaas Joaa .27

‘5__’15_)35”\ c__sn).o ks._l:: P BT P | 350 ‘&b—-’d‘ ‘.-F_j )_.id\ YA aa c.;b'i O (—d2i BRI P | 5)!328
2020/2/16 <https://mop.gov.ig/news/view/details?id=360

294


https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/19712
https://studies.aljazeera.net/ar/article/5159
https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/28783
https://www.arab48.com/
https://mop.gov.iq/news/view/details?id=360

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

Sources

1. Ayman Ahmed Muhammad Al-Shammari¢ Features of Change in the Iraqi Political Structure
After the 2018 Parliamentary Elections« Tikrit Journal of Political Science« Tikrit University ¢
Salahuddin¢ Issue 22¢ 2020.

2. Ayman Ahmed Muhammad:« Paths of alliances and the geopolitical importance of the map of
the parliamentary elections in Iraq for the year 2018 and its impact on the formation of the
government¢ Al-Mustansiriya Journal of Arab and International Studies¢< Al-Mustansiriya
University« Baghdad¢< Volume 16¢« Number 65¢ 2019.

3. Basil Hussein« The Iraqi General Elections: Intense Competition in a New Context« Al Jazeera
Center for Studies¢< Doha¢ analytical paper¢ September 30¢ 2021.

4. Bassem Hussein¢< Results of the Iraqi Parliamentary Elections and Transformations and
Problems of Political Practice« Al Jazeera Center for Studies< Doha« Report¢« June 28« 2018.

5. Hussein Qassem Muhammad Al-Yasiric The Problem of Poverty in Iraq¢ Causes and
Solutions¢ Basra Etiquette« Basra University« Basra¢ Issue 88« 2019.

6. Khudair Abbas Ahmed Al-Nadawi« Poverty in Iraq and the transformation from an economic
phenomenon to a social and political predicament¢< Al Jazeera Center for Studies¢ Doha¢
analytical papers< December 7¢ 2020.

7. Rahim Hassan Al-Akelic Legal Frameworks for Iraq’s Early Elections in 2021 and the
Challenges They Face« Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies< Doha¢« Case Assessment¢
October 6¢ 2021.

8. Zahraa Fahim Hassan Al-Jaifaric The Problems of the Saint-Lago Electoral Method: A Study
in the Iraqi Case¢ an unpublished master's thesis¢< College of Political Science« University of
Kufa« Iraq¢ 2019.

9. Sattar Jabbar Ali¢ Iraqi elections and their impact on stability and development« Journal of
International Studies« Center for Strategic and International Studies¢< Baghdad« Issue 54« 2012.

10. Shrouq Kazem Salman¢ Iraqi women's reluctance to participate in politics¢ Journal of
Educational and Psychological Research« University of Baghdad« Baghdad< Volume 3¢ Number
8¢ 2006.

11. Shaima Al-Kayyali< Addressing Absence from Participating in the Iraqi Elections¢< Al-Bayan
Center for Studies and Planning« Baghdad« 2018.

295



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

12. Amer Bani Amer and others¢ the final report monitoring the Iraqi parliamentary elections
2018« the elections abroad - Jordan¢ Al-Hayat Center - Rased and Friedrich¢ Jordan¢< 2018.

13. Abdul-Jabbar Al-Saeedic Map of the Political Forces Participating in the Iraqi Legislative
Elections 2021« Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies< Doha« Case Assessment¢ October
8¢ 2021.

14. Abdoun Dehieh and Hendel Sounia¢ Political Alienation< A Case Study of Electoral
Absenteeism in Algeria 2012-2017¢ unpublished master’s thesis¢< Faculty of Law and Political
Science¢ University of Mouloud Mamari-Tizi Ouzou« Algeria¢ 2018.

15. Ali Hussein Ahmed« Challenges of building the Iraqi state after 2003 ¢ a geostrategic study:«
unpublished doctoral thesis¢ College of Political Science¢« Al-Nahrain University« Baghdad:«
2016.

16. Ali Saadi Abdel-Zahra« the legislative elections in Iraq for the year 2021: an analytical study«
Al-Bayan Center for Studies and Planning« Baghdad« 2021.

17. Ali Murad Al-Abadi¢c Dimensions and Risks of Political Alienation in Iraq¢ Al-Nabaa
Informatics Network¢ on the website https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/19712«
6/25/2019.

18. Fathi Zigmi¢« Electoral Absence and Democratic Legitimacy in Algeria¢ an unpublished

master's thesis¢ Faculty of Law and Political Science¢« Kasdi Merbah Ouargla University«
Algeria¢ 2013.

19. Falah Mustafa Seddik and Karwan Orhman Ismail¢< The Role of the Parliamentary Electoral
System in Achieving the Principle of Legitimacy of Political Power (Iraq as a Model)
(Analytical-Comparative Study )¢ Scientific Journal of Cihan University¢« Sulaymaniyah¢ Volume
1< Number 4¢ 2017.

20. Philip Brough¢ Political Sociology« translated by: Muhammad Arab Sasila¢ University
Institute for Studies¢< Publishing and Distribution¢< Beirut< 1998.

21. Makki’s meetinge The Iraqi Elections: A New« Changing and Tense Political Reality« Al
Jazeera Center for Studies¢ on the website https://studies.aljazeera.net/ar/article/5159

10/14/2021.

22. For more« see Musallam Abbas« School of Early Elections¢< Al-Nabaa Informatics Network«
on the website https://annabaa.org/arabic/authorsarticles/28783 ¢« 10/14/2021.

296



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 1 (27) (2022) 262-297

23. Magda Shaker Mahdi and Khaldoun Jabbar Abboud« Elections in Iraq (parliamentary
elections 2014 and 2018 as a model): a field study in the city of Baghdad« Journal of Arts¢
University of Baghdad« Baghdad« Issue 132¢ 2020.

24. Muhammad Salih Shataib¢ The phenomenon of abstention from elections in the Arab
countries in 2018 (Iraq as a model)« Regional Studies Journal« University of Mosul¢ Nineveh«
Volume 14¢< Number 45¢ 2020.

25. Mustafa Sadiq Awad Al-Kubaisi¢ Political Reform in Iraq after 2005 (obstacles and
solutions)¢« unpublished master's thesis¢< College of Political Science« Al-Nahrain University:«
Baghdad« 2018.

26. According to Arabs 48 / Anatolia¢ the youth unemployment rate in Iraq is 22%« on the
website https://www.arab48.com« 8/23/2018.

27. Hjouli Khadija et al.« The phenomenon of Algerian youth’s reluctance to participate in
elections¢ the youth of the city of M’sila as a model¢« Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences:«

University of Mohamed Boudiaf in M’sila¢ Algeria¢ 2020.

28.The Ministry of Planning announces a declinein poverty rates in Iraq¢ Ministry of Planning:
on the website« https://mop.gov.ig/news/view/details?id=360¢ 2/16/2020.

297



