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"' The challenges of rail linkage between Iraq and Kuwait and the opportunities
and the link with the <the dry canal for national alternatives (the port of Faw
Belt and Road project as a model)"

SAAD OBAID ALWAN AL SAEEDI @ * A gamad) (lele wue M dal)
University of Baghdad/ College of Political Science @ 1 daabod) aglel) S [k daala

Article info. Abstract: Decision-makers in each country work to define a list of internal

Article history: and external interestsc goals and threats to their countries according to the
nature of their awareness of these interests¢ goals and threats.

Hence« Iraq is not an exception to this rule< and the process of evaluating
its interests and the objectives of its foreign policy is subject to the pattern

of awareness of decision-makers and the influencing forces in defining its

e Received: 1\07\2022
e Accepted: 15\9\2022
e Available online :30\09\2022

Keywords: basic interestss which often witness some kind of difference in defining
e (Railway connection) them¢ evaluating their importance and determining the size of the threats
e (Faw Port) they face. And among these interests and threats that have witnessed a

difference in the assessment of their importance or danger is the railway
connection with Kuwait or other countries¢ including Iran¢

At a time when some political forces and some personalities see the
importance of the railway connection to Iraq¢ othersc and with them the

(
e (Dry canal)
(Belt and Road Initiative)

©2022. THIS IS AN OPEN AccEss | majority of the Iraqi people« see the danger of this connection to the
ARTICLE UNDER THE cC BY | interests of Iraq. In particular¢ its negative impact on the completion of the
LICENSE construction of the Grand Port of Faw and the dry canal¢ which are
hip://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ | ¢opsidered major national projects on which they are relied upon in creating
a major development leap that mitigates the impact of the rentier impact of
the economy and contributes to diversifying the national economy
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Especially when it is successful in linking with international trade projectss
including the Chinese Belt and Road projectc which will give Iraq an
important economic-strategic advantage.
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Conclusions.

1 - The railway connection projects for neighboring countries with Iraq are of
economic and strategic importance: especially for Kuwait. Therefore« we see the
degree of great interest in implementing them and trying to convince Iraq of their

feasibility.
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2 — The railway connection comes as part of a broader strategy related to Kuwait
and Iran’s endeavor to be a key maritime link to complete the Chinese Belt and
Road project towards Europe by employing the Iragi mainland to transport goods
without passing through Iraqi ports

3 — Despite the popular refusal to pass any regional project that could represent
an alternative to the Faw portc and the success of this pressure in forcing
decision—makers to pay attention to the port. there are indications that there are
local parties that are still waiting for the opportunity to thwart the completion of
the portc motivated by the motives of dominating economic opportunities or
implementing foreign agendas. other time.

4 — Al-Faw port represents an economic and strategic opportunity for Iraq in the
event of the completion of the second phase of itc which will reach its maximum
capacity to handle 100 million tons of goods. in addition to providing enormous
economic opportunities represented by job opportunities and industrial cities and
its connection to the dry canal that will connect Iraq to Europe.

5 — The completion of the transport infrastructure represented by the Al-Faw port
and the Dry Canal will represent a major attraction for the regional and
international economic powers to invest in parallel industrialc service and logistical
projects in a way that opens the fields for initiating local economic development
and transforming Iraq into an economic center and a platform for regional
attraction that reflects net opportunities for profitc expansion of production and
prosperity.

6 — Among the international economic projects that the Faw port could represent

an attraction for is the Chinese Belt and Road project. which will make Iraq and
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its new facilities a vital corridor to reach European markets due to the

geographical proximity that it will provide and shortening the distances that China
is currently traveling to reach Europe.
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