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Nuclear armament and its impact on the security of South Asia ''India and
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Article info. Abstract: India and Pakistan are one of those countries that sought to
possess nuclear weapons in order to be a deterrent factor and achieve
Article history: the desired balance required from their hearts. Pakistan and
- Received 02 Jan. 2023 neighboring rival India detonated nuclear explosions just days apart in

- Accepted 09 Feb. 2023

_ Available online 31 March. 2023 May 1998. Since then, the two South Asian countries have been

developing the fastest growing stockpiles of nuclear warheads and

Keywords: missile launch systems. Retired Indian Navy Admiral Arun Prakash
- Nuclear armament noted, “India and Pakistan are perilously close to the point of ever-

- South Asia growing nuclear arsenals. This could turn into an unreasonable race
- India driven by mutual suspicion rather than the actual needs of deterrence
- Pakistan and maintenance of stability.” .

- Strategy

Notably, in recent years, the two countries have already tested a wide

- . range of ballistic missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads,
Political Science. THIS IS AN OPEN includi ical At th . Indi d 1i
ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER THE cc By including tactical systems. At the same time, India adopts a policy
LICENSE (not to pre-empt the use of nuclear weapons) at a time when Pakistan
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ ' WaS Mmore showcasing its nuclear power. Therefore, we will Study in
@ G) this research the impact of the Indian-Pakistani nuclear armament on
T the security of South Asia
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Conclusions:
1.India has geographical factors (natural, economic, and human) that have made
it a leading player in the international arena, especially in terms of its landmass
and human resources.
2.Pakistan also has distinctive geographical factors, but they are significantly
less compared to India.
3.India possesses nuclear and missile capabilities, having conducted six nuclear
tests and developed missiles named after some of its leaders, such as Agni and
Prithvi. Pakistan's nuclear program is far behind India's, but it has also
conducted six nuclear tests and developed missile capabilities with assistance
from China and North Korea, with its most important missiles being Hatf,

Shaheen, and Ghauri.
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4.India has developed its military capabilities mostly based on its own resources,
in addition to armament cooperation with countries such as the former Soviet
Union and France, as well as cooperative relations with lIsrael. Pakistan's
armament programs, on the other hand, have largely relied on the United States,
China, and North Korea.

5.The effects of the arms race between India and Pakistan have not been
limited to the two countries, but have extended to the regional countries such as

Iran and Israel, as well as major powers like China, Russia, and the United

States.
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