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Article info. Abstract: The United States of America faces many internal threats and
Article history: challenges, and terrorism is one of the most significant challenges and
- Received: April 19, 2023 threats. The years following the attacks of (September 11, 2001) witnessed a
- Accepted: 10 May . 2023 . . . . . .
- Available online: June 30, 2023 substantial decrease in the rate of external (foreign) terrorism in the United
States, at a time when domestic terrorism witnessed an apparent rise at
Keywords: i . .
_The United States of America. unprecedented rates in the last two decades. There are four main categories
-d};)n}esti(? tﬁrrorism. of ideologies in the United States of America: the far right, the far left,
- the far right
- white extremists. religious extremism, and ethnic extremism. The far right is the first and
- anti-government extremists most significant challenge and threat to the United States, as the operations

©2023. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS and attacks of this wing have increased rapidly in terms of quality and
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LICENSE quantity. Within this wing, there are many movements, and white extremists
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and anti-government extremists are considered the most critical movements.

It is a statistical study that tries to shed light on domestic terrorism in the
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United States of America after the 11 September 2001 attacks by collecting
data from American formal and informal institutions. The study utilizes the

quantitative approach as a tool for analyzing these data.
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() Jones, The Rise of Far-Right Extremism in the United States, 2018, pp3-4.
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Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington, D.C, 2020, p4,
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(DFederal Bureau of Investigation and Department of Homeland Security, Washington, 2017, p2,
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@ Wray, C., FBI Chief Christopher Wray testifies on agency oversight of Jan. 6 Capitol
attack/Interviewer: W. H. Senate, Washington, 2021.

) National Security Council, National Strategy for Countering Domestic Terrorism, 2021, p27.
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(M Global Terrorism Database, Incidents Over Time, Global Terrorism Datbase (GTD), University of
Maryland, 2022 ,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx ?search=The+United +States+&sa.x=34&sa.y=10
; Jones G., S. and Doxsee, C., The Escalating Terrorism Problem in the United States, 2020, p4;
Silva, J. R., Duran, C., Freilich, J. D., & Chermak, S. M., Addressing the Myths of Terrorism in
America, International Criminal Justice Review, 30 (3), 2020, p9; Statista, Number of terrorist
attacks annually in the United States from 1995 to 2020, Hamburg, 2022:
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(M Center on Extremism, Murder & Extremism in The United States 2021, Anti-Defamation League
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Conclusion and Findings:

By analyzing selected numbers and data collected by the researcher and issued by
official and unofficial departments and institutions, the researcher found that domestic
terrorism has represented a real challenge and threat to the state and American citizens
in the last two decades. Theresearcher also found through numbers and data that the
extremeright-wing is the wing that represents the first terrorist threat to the United
States of America. Furthermore, both white extremists and anti-government extremists
are the most dangerous, threatening, and active movements within the far-right, to
which most attacks and events in the United States of America in the period (2003-
2020) are attributed. What confirms the seriousness of domestic terrorism is the
massive amount of US strategies and policies that have been put in place in recent
years to combat this terrorism at all levels, whether at the state or federal level.
The most important conclusions reached by the researcher:

1. Individual and small groups of ideologically motivated posed the most likely
terrorist threat to America, with domestic extremists posing the most persistent and
deadly threat.

2. The Department of Justice, the Department of Homeland Security, the FBI, and
state and local law enforcement agencies (at the federal and state levels) have
expressed concern about domestic terrorism, mainly the far-right, as the number of
right-wing terrorist attacks is more comparing with jihadist attacks.

3. The far-right in the United States of Americawitnessed an unprecedented rise under
the administration of outgoing President Donald Trump, whoseelection in 2016 was a
direct result of expanding the far-right’sinfluence and an incentive to strengthen its
role constantly.

4. Some extremists in the United States of America benefited from the increasing
social and political tensions since 2019 due to the US presidential elections, the
Corona epidemic crisis, the killing of George Floyd and the accompanying protests, or
what is known as (Black Lives Matter), this type of tensions led to an increase in the
threat environment and the mobilization of some Individuals subjected to targeted
violence or extremism in the USA.

5. .White supremacists and anti-government extremists on the right are the most
significant domestic terrorist threat facing the USA. They sought to exploit concerns
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about issues of social injustice to incite violence and exploit peaceful protest
movements.

In general, it can be said that the main terrorist threat to the United States of America
is represented by domestic terrorism, which emanates from local extremists led by the
extremeright, represented by the twomost essential currents within it, namely white
extremists, and anti-government extremists, with the relative decline of the
international terrorist threat after the events of September 11, 2001.

48



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2(32) (2023) 23-51

The References:

1. Bergen, P., Sterman, D., & Salyk-Virk, M., Terrorism in America 18 Years After 9/11, New
America program, Washington, 2019, p21-24,
https://d1y8sb8ige2{8e.cloudfront.net/documents/Terrorism%?20in %20 America% 2018 %20Y ears %2
0After%209/11_2019-09-16_183612.pdf.

2. Byman, D. L., & Pitcavage, M., Identifying and exploiting the weaknesses of the white
supremacist movement, Washington, D.C, 2021: https:/www.brookings.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/Identifying-and-exploiting-the-weaknesses-of-the-white-supremacist-

movement.pdf.

3. Center on Extremism, Murder & Extremism in The United States 2021, Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), ADL Center on Extremism, New York, 2021, p7-8,
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2022-07/Murder Extremism US 2021 report-

2022 052322-update.pdf.

4. Department of Homeland Security, Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and Political

Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization, DHS Office of Intelligence and Analysis,
Washington, D.C, 2009, p2, https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf.

5. Doxsee, C., Jones, S. G., Thompson, J., Hwang, G., & Halstead, K., Pushed to Extremes:
Domestic Terrorism amid Polarization and Protest., Center for Strategic and International Studies,
Washington, D.C, 2022, p2.

6. Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2022). Oklahoma City Bombing. Retrieved from

https://www.fbi.gov/history/famous-cases/oklahoma-city-bombing

7. Federal Bureau of Investigation, & Department of Homeland Security, Joint Intelligence Bulletin,

8. Federal Bureau of Investigation and Department of Homeland Security, Washington, 2017, p2,

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3924852-White-Supremacist-Extremism-JIB.html.

9. Federal Bureau of Investigation, & Department of Homeland Security, Strategic Intelligence

Assessment and Data on Domestic Terrorism, FBI and DHS, Washington, 2021, p3-4.

10. Global Terrorism Database, Incidents Over Time, Global Terrorism Datbase (GTD), University

of Maryland, 2022,

11. https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx ?search=The+United+States+&sa.x=34&sa.y

=10.

12. Golembeski, C. (2022). Anti-Defamation League. Retrieved from

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anti-Defamation-League.

13. History.com Editors. (2022). Ku Klux Klan. Retrieved from

https://www.history.com/topics/reconstruction/ku-klux-klan.

14. Hoffman, B., Right-Wing Extremists: A Looming Threat to the U.S. Election/Interviewer: C. o.

F. Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, New York City, 2020.

15.Jones G., S., & Doxsee, C., The Escalating Terrorism Problem in the United States, Center for

16. Strategic  and  International  Studies (CSIS), Washington, D.C, 2020, p4,

https://www.csis.org/analysis/escalating-terrorism-problem-united-states, p4; Silva et al., 2020, P9.

17.Jones, S. G., The Rise of Far-Right Extremism in the United States, Center for Strategic and

International Studies (CSIS), Washington, D.C, 2018, p3, https://www.csis.org/analysis/rise-far-

right-extremism-united-states.

18. Jones, S. G., The Evolution of Domestic Terrorism/Interviewer: H. C. o. t. Judiciary. Crime,

Terrorism, and homeland Security, 2022, p3, https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-

public/congressional testimony/ts220217 SethJones The Evolution_of Domestic_Terrorism.pdf?7
SDgXJegpRrZ5IFUc7J0e81kX oRTT69.

49


https://d1y8sb8igg2f8e.cloudfront.net/documents/Terrorism%20in%20America%2018%20Years%20After%209/11_2019-09-16_183612.pdf
https://d1y8sb8igg2f8e.cloudfront.net/documents/Terrorism%20in%20America%2018%20Years%20After%209/11_2019-09-16_183612.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Identifying-and-exploiting-the-weaknesses-of-the-white-supremacist-movement.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Identifying-and-exploiting-the-weaknesses-of-the-white-supremacist-movement.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Identifying-and-exploiting-the-weaknesses-of-the-white-supremacist-movement.pdf
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2022-07/Murder_Extremism_US_2021_report-2022_052322-update.pdf
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2022-07/Murder_Extremism_US_2021_report-2022_052322-update.pdf
https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/history/famous-cases/oklahoma-city-bombing
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3924852-White-Supremacist-Extremism-JIB.html
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?search=The+United+States+&sa.x=34&sa.y=10
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?search=The+United+States+&sa.x=34&sa.y=10
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anti-Defamation-League
https://www.history.com/topics/reconstruction/ku-klux-klan
https://www.csis.org/analysis/rise-far-right-extremism-united-states
https://www.csis.org/analysis/rise-far-right-extremism-united-states
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/congressional_testimony/ts220217_SethJones_The_Evolution_of_Domestic_Terrorism.pdf?7_SDqXJgpRrZ5lFUc7J0e81kX_gRTT69
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/congressional_testimony/ts220217_SethJones_The_Evolution_of_Domestic_Terrorism.pdf?7_SDqXJgpRrZ5lFUc7J0e81kX_gRTT69
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/congressional_testimony/ts220217_SethJones_The_Evolution_of_Domestic_Terrorism.pdf?7_SDqXJgpRrZ5lFUc7J0e81kX_gRTT69

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2(32) (2023) 23-51

19. National Security Council, National Strategy for Countering Domestic Terrorism, The White
House, Washington, 2021, p27.

20. O'Harrow Jr., R., Ba Tran, A., & Hawkins, D., The rise of domestic extremism in America:
Democracy Dies in Darkness, washington post, 2021,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2021/domestic-terrorism-data/.

21. Oklahoma Homeland Security. (2022). Interoperable Communications Planning in Oklahoma.
Retrieved from https://oklahoma.gov/homeland-security/interoperable-communications.html.
22.Silva J. R., Duran, C., Freilich, J. D., & Chermak, S. M., Addressing the Myths of Terrorism in
America, International Criminal Justice Review, 30 (3), 2020, p9.

23. State of New Jersey office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, 2022 Terrorism Threat
Assessment, office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, New Jersey, 2022, p11.

24. Statista, Number of terrorist attacks annually in the United States from 1995 to 2020, Hamburg,
2022: https://www.statista.com/statistics/591079/number-of-terrorist-attacks-in-united-states/.

25. Steinhauer, J., Veterans Fortify the Ranks of Militias Aligned With Trump’s Views, The New
York Times, 2020: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/11/us/politics/veterans-trump-protests-
militias.html.

26. Texas Department of Public Safety,Texas Domestic Terrorism Threat Assessment, Department
of Public Safety, Texas, 2020, pl5,
https://www.dps.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/director_staff/media_and communications/
202/0txterrorthreatassessment.pdf

27.The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), A Dark and Constant Rage: 25 Years of Right-Wing
Terrorism in the United States, New York, 2022,
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/reports/dark -constant-rage-25-years-of-right-wing-
terrorism-in-united-states.

28. The Department of Homeland Security. (2017). National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism
and Responses to Terrorism (START). Retrieved from
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/oup coefactsheet start 07192019.pdf.

29. The Institute for Economics & Peace, Global Terrorism Index 2020: Measuring the Impact of
Terrorism, Institute for Economics & Peace , Sydney, 2020, p62-66:
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/GTI-2020-web-2.pdf.

30. The Office of the Law Revision Counsel, Terrorism, The U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, 2010,

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim @title18/partl/chapter]l 13B&edition=prelim.
31. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Polls: Public Opinion and Right-Wing
Extremism, DHS, Washington, 2010, pll,
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OPSR._TP START Research-US-Public-
Opinion-Right-Wing-Extremism-Report_ Apr2010-508.pdf.

32. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Homeland Threat Assessment, Washington,
2020, p16, https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/2020_10_06_homeland -threat-

assessment.pdf.

33. Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC), Domestic Terrorism Cases on the Rise in
February Following the January 6 Breach of the Capitol Building, New York, 2021,
https://trac.syr.edu/tracreports/crim/642/.

34. TRENDS Research & Advisory, Bruce Hoffman, 2022, https://trendsresearch.org/expert/bruce-
hoffman).

35. Ware, J., Siege the Atomwaffen Division and Rising Far-Right Terrorism in the United States,
International Center for Counter Terrorism (ICCT), The Hague, 2019, p3,
https://icct.nl/app/uploads/2019/07/ICCT-Ware-Siege-July2019.pdf

50


https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2021/domestic-terrorism-data/
https://oklahoma.gov/homeland-security/interoperable-communications.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/591079/number-of-terrorist-attacks-in-united-states/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/11/us/politics/veterans-trump-protests-militias.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/11/us/politics/veterans-trump-protests-militias.html
https://www.dps.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/director_staff/media_and_communications/2020/txterrorthreatassessment.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/director_staff/media_and_communications/2020/txterrorthreatassessment.pdf
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/reports/dark-constant-rage-25-years-of-right-wing-terrorism-in-united-states
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/reports/dark-constant-rage-25-years-of-right-wing-terrorism-in-united-states
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/oup_coefactsheet_start_07192019.pdf
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/GTI-2020-web-2.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title18/part1/chapter113B&edition=prelim
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OPSR_TP_START_Research-US-Public-Opinion-Right-Wing-Extremism-Report_Apr2010-508.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OPSR_TP_START_Research-US-Public-Opinion-Right-Wing-Extremism-Report_Apr2010-508.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/2020_10_06_homeland-threat-assessment.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/2020_10_06_homeland-threat-assessment.pdf
https://trac.syr.edu/tracreports/crim/642/
https://trendsresearch.org/expert/bruce-hoffman
https://trendsresearch.org/expert/bruce-hoffman

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2(32) (2023) 23-51

36. Williams, H. J., Matthews ,L. J., Moore, P., DeNardo, M. A., Marrone, J. V., Jackson, B. A., . ..
Helmus, T. C., A Dangerous Web: Mapping Racially and Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremism,
CA: RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, 2020, p3.

37. Wray, C., FBI Chief Christopher Wray testifies on agency oversight of Jan. 6 Capitol
attack/Interviewer: W. H. Senate, Washington, 2021.

51



