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Article info. Abstract: The Coptic Church monopolized the religious and political
Article history: representation of the Copts since the establishment of the Egyptian
- Received: April 25, 2023 state. It withdrew from direct involvement in the political sphere
- Accepted: 15 May . 2023

- Available online: June 30, 2023 during the presidency of Hosni Mubarak, characterized by a close
Keywords: relationship between the Church and the political regime, especially
* Téle (t:hurCh in times of perceived common threats. Consequently, the Church
e Copts

e Muslim Brotherhood often supported the regime to safeguard against potential risks that
e Egypt, January 25 Revolution . .. . .

R elizgons y might arise if the regime were to fall. In this context, Mubarak's
e Sectarianism regime used Islamist elements to intimidate the Copts, while
e Mubarak regime

e Mohamed Morsi justifying its actions by claiming that the secular political system had
e national unity . \ . .

« Rabaa Al-Adawiya protests. become sectarian. Consequently, Mubarak's regime closed its doors to

Coptic representation within his party.

©2023. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS _ _ .
ARTICLE UNDER THE cc By The January 25th, 2011 revolution provided an opportunity for the
LICENSE

hup:/ereativecommons orgficenses/by/4 0 Copts to act more freely in the political climate. However, this

newfound democracy had its challenges, as it witnessed the

mobilization and substantial participation of Islamist groups, such as

the Muslim Brotherhood, utilizing their organizational capacity.
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Through this religious polarization, the Islamists succeeded in
winning elections, leading to the presidential victory of Mohamed
Morsi.

The Muslim Brotherhood failed to alleviate the Copts' concerns about
religious freedom and their marginalization in state institutions.
Moreover, some Brotherhood leaders and their allies adopted a
sectarian rhetoric against the Copts, which had negative consequences
on the overall political direction of the Brotherhood. This ultimately
led to their downfall, paving the way for a new era of

governance in Egypt.
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Conclusion :

During the era of President Mubarak, the Coptic Church served as the sole
political voice for the Coptic community in Egypt. It took on the role of confronting

the regime, driven by two main interests. Firstly, it sought to preserve its
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institutional independence in the face of state institutions. Secondly, it aimed to
maintain its monopoly on representing the interests of the Copts. The Church
achieved some gains in terms of financial independence and its own budget, but

politically, the Copts suffered from a lack of active political participation.

Following the January 25th revolution, amidst calls for protests, the Coptic Church
requested its followers not to participate in the demonstrations. However, most
Coptic youth refused to comply with the Church's demands, which eventually led
the Church to relent. The political landscape became open for the Copts to

express their demands and rights. They formed political and social movements

and held protests to highlight discrimination based on religion.

The Copts struggled to find their role in the Egyptian political scene, despite

attempts by the Muslim Brotherhood to overshadow their presence. Nevertheless,
the Copts succeeded in repealing Article 219, which called for the implementation
of quotas for Copts in Egyptian elections. This secured them 24 seats in the

parliament, encouraging them to further participate in elections and eventually
winning 36 seats in the parliament. This victory in the constitutional battle was
their second success after their initial triumph in contributing to the removal of the

Muslim Brotherhood, which sought to marginalize them.

Additionally, the amended Egyptian constitution was seen by the Copts as a
consensual document that satisfied all Egyptians, including the Copts, unlike the
2012 constitution, which sparked significant criticism and condemnation from the
Coptic community.
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