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"Employing Smart Power in Iran's Strategy Towards the Arab Region After 2011"
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Article info. Abstract: In terms of geopolitics, Iran is an active regional force in the

Middle East in general and the Arab region in particular. It is trying to
define its influence and build its place in the geopolitics of this region. It is
aware of the importance of the Force's soft strategy to strengthen its

Article history:

- Received: April 26, 2023
- Accepted: 10 May . 2023

- Available online: June 30, 2023 influence throughout the region. It is also aware of the new changes after the
Arab Spring, which have given them opportunities to strengthen their

Keywords: influence. By using a set of strategic principles and foundations and making
* Employing a set of regional and international strategies to achieve their goals and

e intelligent power
¢ hard power
e soft power

interests, as well as using ideological contradictions, different interests,
doctrinal extension, and armed acts to move up the hierarchy of regional

e Iran’s strategy powers in the Middle East region, she was able to be a major and influential

e Arab region player in the region's interactions and all its crises, whether in Iraq,
Lebanon, Syria, or Yemen.

©2023. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS The research is based on the idea that "Whenever Iran is able to use smart

ARCTICISE UNDER THE CC BY tools of power vis-a-vis Arab countries and take advantage of opportunities
LICENSE

hupy/ereativecommons.orglicenses/by/4.) while neutralizing challenges, it will strengthen its role and regional

@ GJ standing and change the balance of power to achieve its goals and serve its
interests." The research was split into Two main topics. The first study
looked at how Iran's strategy toward the Arab region makes use of "soft
power" tools. The second study looks at how Iran's plan for the Arab region
makes use of hard power tools.

*Corresponding Author: Marwan Salim Ali, E-Mail : dr-marwanalali82@uomosul.edu.iq
Tel xxx , Affiliation: University of Al Mosul / College of Political Science / International Relations
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Conclusion :

The Iran’s growing role in the Middle East in general and the Arab region in particular,
which it was able to formulate by employing hard and soft smart power tools through its
political, military and economic components and capabilities, as well as employing the
ideological and religious element and the sectarian tension among some Gulf countries within
the framework of reliving its influence in the region, as well as the means of support, the
financial and military, and the geostrategic realities represented by the location and size of Iran,
made it an important regional country in the region, and it has the ability to bring about change.
The course of events in the region revealed the pragmatic tendencies through which the Iranian
strategy moves, through Iran’s dealings with Arab change movements and according to what is
dictated by its own interest, after the contribution of those movements and the regional chaos
they left behind. This occurred after increasing their presence, which now has an influential role
in the policies of many countries, particularly in Iraq and Syria. Furthermore, this study
concludes the following:

1. Iran has employed all kinds of force in its strategy, including soft power, in order to
achieve the goals set within the framework of its foreign policy. In fact, it did not hide its
intentions to extend its influence by various means, including (exporting the revolution) to its
western neighborhood represented by the Gulf region, Iraq, Turkey, the Levant and Africa, as
these places contain the ideological weight represented by the Shiites of Iraq, Syria and Lebanon,
which in return will facilitate the process of penetration and expansion easily, and also the
support of its allies politically, militarily and economically, along the support of the Shiite forces
in the region. The Palestinian cause promised to be the central issue in the conflict with (Israel),
so it declared its rejection of the latter's presence in the region, and supported the resistance
movements against the Israeli occupation, which earned it sympathy among some of the peoples
of the region, and gave it the ability to penetrate within the Middle East region, thereby
strengthening its regional role.

2. The success achieved by Iran is not only due to the nature of the strategy it pursued alone,
butrather that the Arab local and regional environment were factors of weakness and imbalance
in the Arab region, which enabled Iran to succeed in its strategy towards the Arab region, relying
on the tools of smart, hard and soft power.

3. Culture is one of the sources of Iranian soft power and a major pillar of its strategy.

4. Iran aspires to achieve long-term goals by linking the maps of its political, ideological and
military influence in the Arab region in particular and the Middle East in general, which
contributes to achieving its eternal-future goal, which is represented in the revival of the Persian
imperial glory for it and its hegemony over the geopolitics of the region (in an Islamic-sectarian
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dress), by employing the Shiite crescent countries in the region to demarcate the pillars of their
empire.

5. The Iranian expansion in Yemen is not the result of a late moment as much as it was the
result of the accumulation of many previous attempts to penetrate and be present on Yemeni, like
other Arab countries, motivated by the principle of exporting the Islamic revolution, which was
nothing but a cover for the Iranian strategy based on control and extension of influence
specifically in its regional and Arab field, particularly after the Arab change movements, by
attracting young people and activists and sending them outside Yemen, funding a number of
parties such as the Umma Party and the Yemeni Democratic Party, as well as supporting the
media and the Houthis financially, training them and supplying them with weapons.

6. The problem of Arab policy towards Iran, as in other issues, is the lack of an unified Arab
strategy. Almost every Arab country has its own positions and methods in dealing with Iran,
which in turn deals with Arab countries with divergent policies. This is the most important thing
that prevents the emergence of an Arab national security concept and a common practice that
translates this concept.

7. The Iranian strategy in the future will focus on smart power by employing both hard and
soft power within a studied vision with the preponderance of soft power at the expense of hard
power, i.e. increasing focus on soft tools in the face of sanctions and the brakes on progress that
impede it in achieving its external goals.

Recommendations

1. Demanding the Iraqi national and political force to work to resolve all crises and disputes
within the Iraqi house, away from international interference with clear ambitions, and
strengthening the bonds of cooperation, dialogue and agreement in the Iraqi society with all its
political components by upholding the value of diversity management as one of the conflict
resolution mechanisms.

2. Demanding the Iraqi government "to adopt flexible strategic plans aimed at keeping pace
with international changes and restoring Iraq's position in the external environment, by building
precise strategies with clear goals."

3. The Iraqi political decision-maker must realize the transformation in the international
system, the transformations of power and strengthen relations with the main and emerging
powers in it to ensure Iraq's interests and their sustainability, regardless of the changes in the
parameters of this system in the future.

4. Demanding the Iraqi government and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to adopt virtual and
digital diplomacy and reduce the number of Iraqi embassies in the world to provide financial
returns that contribute to facing the financial crises in Iraq.

5. Demanding the Iraqi government to activate military-security coordination with Iran,
Turkey and neighboring Arab countries, especially in times of crisis. This would enhance
national security on the one hand and raise the morale of citizens on the other hand.

6. Calling on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to build a strategy for Arab solidarity in
accordance with previous precautionary contexts of crises and risks.

7. Encouraging regional and international cooperation, especially in the economic, health,
environmental and cyber fields, to confront threats that the state alone cannot address.

8. Calling on the Iraqi government to diversify Iraq'seconomy and not rely on a single source
of income through developing the agricultural and industrial sectors and encouraging the private
sector.
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9. Calling on the Iraqi government to establish a regional platform for early warning to
prevent international risks, and to link it with the various bodies of the United Nations.

10. Developing a national strategy for scientific and technological research that is consistent
with global economic changes and globalization, and adopting a national strategy for
cybersecurity to ensure the security of existence and the protection of vital information
infrastructure.”
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