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UNESCO role in countering extremism and achieving peace in Iraq
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Articleinfo. Abstract: Human societies suffer from the spread of the phenomenon

of extremism and hatred, especially in countries immersed in wars,

Article history: fighting and conflicts that always lead to a state of divisions among
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- Accepted. 6. May.2023 members of society and thus destroy peace, where the concept of
- Available online.30. Sep. 2023 peace and renunciation of extremism, which is means (a set of beliefs
Keywords: and ideas that go beyond what is agreed upon politically, socially and
- Extremism religiously, and extremism is linked to what is primarily intellectual),
- Peace is closely related to the policies and trends taken by governments and
- Traq international organizations, especially UNESCO, which is one of the
- UNESCO . ) . . L .

- Education specialized agencies of the United Nations which is concerned with

education and culture. In Iraq, there are many reasons behind the

©2023. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS increase of the phenomenon of extremism, some of which are
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http://creativecommons.ore/licenses/by/4.0/ 1N order for violence to be combated and peace prevails, which we

@ GJ need it so much at this time so that we can live like the rest of the
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political, social, and economic, and these reasons must be addressed
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Conclusion

It is clear that the process of combating extremism and achieving peace in
Irag needs great efforts that require cooperation between the Iragi government
and international organizations, such as UNESCO to develop integrated strategies
and programs to restore stability by getting rid of the negative ideas left by
terrorist groups, and through that we concluded to a set of results and

recommendations.
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Results

1. The first appearance of terrorist organizations in Iraq was after 2004, following
the American occupation.

2. Political frustration, feelings of injustice, and non—compliance with governance
standards are among the reasons that led to the emergence of terrorist
organizations.

3-One of the most important responsibilities of the teaching staff is to increase
the students’ political awareness towards national security by deepening the
concepts of identity and belonging, preserving the national secrets of the state,
and the responsibility for security and building peace, because there is a direct
relationship that the higher the educational level of the person, the higher the
awareness of building peace, and then not involve in terrorist groups

4-The governmentalization calls for the existence of effective, transparent and
accountable institutions and the rule of law, and combating corruption at all levels
(political, administrative, economic and moral), which enhances democracy,
improves the standard of living, reduces unemployment and poverty rates, and
supports justice and equality, and this leads to the distancing of members of
society from joining extremist groups. Thus, there is a strong correlation between
the application of governmentalization by UNESCO and combating extremism and
achieving peace in Iraq, as governmentalization plays an important role in
combating violent extremism, such as involving community leaders without
discrimination, as well as holding the corrupt accountable and the transparency of

information circulated between members of society and the government.
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Recommendations:

1-The Iragi government should provide the necessary support to UNESCO and
the need to open up to its programs and initiatives to spread peace, which is the
best way to combat extremism, as well as shed light on the rights of
disadvantaged groups and their needs.

2-Changing curriculums: The educational curriculums have a decisive role in
educating the individual correctly, and its aim is to cultivate and consolidate faith
in human principles, commitment to national culture and openness to global
cultures, and to nurture in the student the principle of the rule of law over citizens
and that it is the means to achieve justice and equality among them, and it seeks
to educate and develop knowledge, skills, values and equality. Therefore, it is
necessary to start a comprehensive review of the curriculums according to the
perspective of (the school of values), that is, values and morals, as well as
focusing on the issue of peaceful coexistence, peace-building, and human rights
3-Shedding light on the role of law in building peace that seeks to promote a
culture of peace, and the values of tolerance among the various components in
the local and Iraqi society, in order to ensure the rejection of violent extremism
and ensure that it will not return to it again, which would spread a culture of
international tolerance and security, through building partnerships with a number
of of local and regional organizations working in this field.

4-There should be awareness programs to combat extremist ideas through the
key media channels and social media.

5-Organizing conferences and seminars discussing the phenomenon of

extremism and reaching appropriate solutions to mitigate its spread.
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