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Theories of controlling and directing political violence by the state and applying

it to the case of Iraq
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Article info. Abstract: "Political violence is a complex global phenomenon with

political, economic, social, cultural and psychological dimensions,
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rtlc,e Istory familiar to all human societies, to varying degrees and in different
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- Accepted. 7. May.2023 forms, with overlapping causes that differ according to the nature of
- Available online.30. Sep. 2023 societies, cultures and historical stages. In such cases, political violence
Keywords: can be committed by individuals against the state. Or others, and by a
- political violence group against other groups in society, or by the state at the internal or
- Theories of controlling external level. Given that political violence is a dynamic phenomenon,
i IState many ideas and theories emerged that tried to draw the necessary
- Iraq

mechanisms and methods to contain and deal with it, in a way that
reduces its size and repercussions, which threaten political stability and
development, and which can be applied to the case of Iraq, especially

- directing political violence
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Conclusion:

Violence in the political field is not far from collective violence, in terms of
starting point, as both have value roots. But political violence has a main molar pole
that revolves around it, which is the political power. It is either from power towards
others, or from others to it, given that political violence is one of the mechanisms for
managing and resolving conflict, by influencing the behavior of others, either to urge
them to carry out an action. Beneficial to the party exercising the force or dissuading
them from an action that is detrimental to the party exercising the force as well.

It must be recognized that the Iraqi state resisted violence within it, and tried
to confront it by monopolizing the causes of force and violence and their means that
were in the possession of the individual, and thanks to ending the i1solation of people-
populated areas, it became possible to control the geographical scope, and with
making individuals in direct confrontation with The influence of the state and its
administrative organizations, the development of the administrative and bureaucratic
organization, the social division of labor, and the undermining of the traditional
structures of the old Iraqi society, such as the traditional family, the tribe, the clan,
the sect, and the community, which were, before the advent of modern organizations,
a safe haven for the Iraqi individual from power. On the normative level, it is
possible to distinguish between two basic models in organizing state control over
political violence: the first, which is attributed to the state, which has stronger
influence than that of the individual, i.e. it has a pivotal role in deterring threats to
use political violence and imposing peace. The second is based on the ability of
societies to self-regulate through social mechanisms of integration, self-regulation
and economic market forces.
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