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The American-Russian conflict over natural resources in the Caspian Sea region
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Article info. Abstract: Both the United States of America and Russia followed
Article history: policies of a special nature towards the Caspian Sea region that
- Received 28 Sep. 2023 reflected their motives and attempts to control the region, as they both
-Received in revised form 07 Oct. 2023
- Final Proofreading 02 Nov. 2023 look at the region according to what their interests dictate, taking into
- Accepted 16 Nov. 2023
- Available online 31 Dec. 2023 account the importance and type of these interests for each of them.

We find that Russia’s policy and perspective in... The region differs
Keywords: . . . .
« Conflict from the policy and perspective of the United States of America on a
) gnlt?d States of America number of issues and positions. The United States of America
* Russia
« energy resources believes that the Caspian Sea region has a strategic characteristic that

* Caspi . . e
asplan sea must be exploited in order to maintain its hegemony over the world

©2023. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS and not give the Russian Federation an opportunity to return to being
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY
LICENSE a new pole in the international system, while it sees Russia believes

http: //creatlvecommons org/licenses/by/4.0/

that the Caspian Sea region is a vital area for enhancing its security

and exploiting its wealth, and this is not compatible with the
American presence in the region, which has led to a clash of interests
between them and a struggle to achieve gains at the expense of the

other..
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Conclusion:

It is clear through research on the issue of disputes between the countries
bordering the Caspian Sea, the legal status and how to divide its wealth, especially
after the dissolution of the former Soviet Union and the emergence of new
independent republics, that this matter has facilitated the entry of regional and
international powers into this region to control its wealth and find a place in it, as
well as Being a very sensitive region, to the intersection and contradiction of
regional and international policies, especially between Russia and the United States
of America, the latter was not able to fully control the Caspian Sea region, due to
Russia’s role opposing the American approach towards the Caspian Sea countries
and its absolute belief in being within its sphere of influence, and Russia was able
to convince countries The Caspian Sea stated that the sea is a closed lake in the
fourth summit of the countries bordering the sea. On the other hand, the United
States of America was unable to convince the major oil companies not to ship their
production through the Russian Federation. Russia was also unable to fully tighten
its control over the Caspian Sea oil, because The rising American role in the
region, especially in (Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan), and the
extension of oil and gas pipelines from these countries towards the global market
without these pipelines passing through Russian territory. Russia was also unable
to curb American influence in the Caspian Sea region, especially after the United
States took The American military bases in Central Asia, the Caucasus, and the
Caspian Sea region under the pretext of fighting terrorism, which had the goals of
trying to encircle Russia and deploy anti-missile missiles in the region to neutralize
Russia’s future attacks.

The research reached a set of conclusions, the most important of which are:

1 - The most important causes of the conflict in the Caspian Sea region were the
result of the region’s geographical location and natural resources, as well as control
over pipeline networks.

2- The Caspian Sea region comes in second place after the Arab Gulf countries,
and therefore the United States of America cannot dispense with this important
source of energy in light of the increasing global demand for energy sources.

3 - The Caspian Sea region is an important vital area for Russia, so it cannot
neglect it in order to protect its borders and preserve its national security.

4 - The United States of America’s attempt to tighten the screws and isolate Russia
1s the most important thing for it, in order to achieve its goals in the region.

5 - The American and Russian parties worked to penetrate the region politically,
economically, and culturally, in order to achieve higher interests that each party
seeks to achieve.
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