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Abstract: The research deals with the strategic competition in the
Southeast Asian region, and the extent to which the policies of
international and regional parties adapt to that competition and its
developments, especially between the United States and China. The
focus will be on the competition between the United States and its
allies on the one hand, and China and its allies on the other hand in the
Southeast Asian region. In terms of the reality and future of this
competition, which could at one time turn into a type of conflict over
this region due to the intertwining of political, military, and economic

interests between the competing powers.
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Conclusion :

The countries of the Southeast Asian region are betting on maintaining the
status quo, then stability, while allowing a little change that is in their favor, with a
slow and cautious shift towards the opportunities presented by China, but at the
same time they are working not to neglect the presence of the United States as the
only force guaranteeing security in The region, which can be used in the event of
any aggression and expansion carried out by China in the region, despite what is
being proposed about the decline of American hegemony internationally and
regionally, the United States of America will not allow, at least in the foreseeable
future, to abandon its current status and it is preparing strategies and tools to
maintain its status. In the regional system of this region, the rise of Chinese
military, economic, political and cultural capabilities threatens American
hegemony in the region. American strategies are to respond to this rising power by
adopting balancing strategies that limit China’s pursuit of regional hegemony over
the Southeast Asian region in particular and East Asia. In general (the turn towards
Asia in the Barack Obama administration, and the Indo-Pacific strategy in the
administration of current President Donald Trump), strengthening the military
capabilities of the United States and its allies in Southeast Asia is a means of
deterring and responding to unwanted Chinese military action, to force China To
refrain from provocations in the South China Sea or military action towards
Taiwan.

On the other hand, we find the United States the main supporter of Japanese
policy and strategy in Southeast Asia and the South China Sea, as a determining
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factor in the context of bilateral defense alliance relations that guarantee Japan’s
regional security. As for India, it remains wary of getting involved in relations that
China sees as efforts to create an alliance against it, because China has
unparalleled positive advantages for India, and China’s options in responding to
actions that Beijing sees as hostile have high costs that outweigh the benefits of
moving away from India’s neutral stance. Also, India’s exit from the Trans-Pacific
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership deal, in November 2019,
represented a strong blow to supporters of Regional economic integration, and
weakened the process of India's integration into the ASEAN-led multilateral
system within the region.
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