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Theory of knowledge in Islamic thought: according to the sects of Ahl al-Kalaam

Dr. Hasan Hadi Rasheed ? T ady b G 2p

College of Political Science/Al-Nahrain University # Aougl) dnaly [danbid) aglal) dulg
Article info. Abstract: Knowledge is the essence of the Islamic religion, as it is what
leads a person to understand the religion and apply it in his life. Islamic
Article history: thought has attached great importance to knowledge, as it is the most
- Received 13 Jan 2024 important of the legal objectives. Because of this importance, the general
:iﬁﬁzllvlfi)g;;‘gffg fgmlse%? 5312’ 4'2024 knowledge of the people has always been occupied until now with the
- Accepted 05 Mar. 2024 thought of scholars and researchers, and how to reach knowledge using
- Available online:. 31 Mar. 2024 scientific methods, and after applying this thinker, scientific outreach and
its delivery came out in its simplest form, and therefore it is necessary to
Keywords: find a scientific meaning in Islamic thought, to reach the Islamic theory.
* Eplstem9|ogy How to obtain knowledge through scientific sources and methods
* Revelation followed by Islamic thinkers, and because it is an Islamic theory, in its
* Mu'tazila general framework, it does not deviate from the Qur’an and the Sunnah of
o Ash’ari the Prophet except in light of interpretation and effort within the available
* Maturidism space (full space). However, this is a criterion except we find that Islamic

thinkers They differed in laying down foundational foundations for
©2024. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS  knowledge, each according to his belief in knowledge, so different schools
ARTICLE UNDER THE —CC BY ¢ thought appeared, especially the groups of Ahl al-Kalaam (the
CICENSE Mu’tazila, the poets, the Maturidite, and the philosoph h accordi
http: //creatlvecommons org/licenses/by/4.0/ u .taZI ?” t .e. poets, the Ma ur1. 1 ¢, an ¢ pit OS(?p CI”S), cach according

to his scientific method, an opinion and thought different from the other,
so in their scientific results they were close and far from Islamic
implementation. However, everyone was trying to get to the bottom of
things.

* Corresponding Author: Dr. Hasan Hadi Rasheed ,E—Mail: hassan.hadi@nahrainuniv.edu.iq

Tel: xxx, Affiliation: College of Political Science/Al-Nahrain University.
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Conclusion:

Epistemology is one of the branches of science that investigates the origin,
structure, and methods of knowledge, and is concerned with answering a number of
questions: How do we know? Do our knowledge have limits? How reliable is our
knowledge? If consideration or reasoning is considered the primary means of moving
from the stage of necessary sciences in which humans are equal to the stage of
theoretical or acquired sciences, in which humans differ as a result of their differences
in their abilities to consider and reason, and if consideration and observation are the
first stages of acquiring knowledge, but it is not possible It is certain that it is the only
method, and the basic sources of knowledge in Islam (the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah
of the Prophet) have endowed everyone with the same cognitive tools and ways to
reach the truth of things in the world we live in or in the world of the unseen, but some,
who are scholars and thinkers, are distinguished from the general public by the ability
to derive rulings by applying reason and contemplating on them. Verses of God
Almighty: {So ask the people of the Remembrance if you do not know } An-Nahl: 43).
Scientists were a third source for obtaining and imparting knowledge to the public,
because it is not possible to ignore the mind, which is the basis for distinguishing
between the validity of what is seen and what is observed, provided that disagreement
is referred to God and His Messenger, even if it is with those in charge, as stated in the
Almighty’s saying: (you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and
those in authority among you. And if you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and
the Messenger, if you should believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is the best [way]
and best in result). (An-Nisa: 59).
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The defect in arriving at the truth may be due to the use of the tools used that give
us incorrect results. Scientists always give an example of a stick inside a cup of water.
The one who looks at it sees distortion in it, but even in trying to modify the tools it
may not be possible to obtain a correct answer, so we believe that it should not Relying
on a single method to prove incomprehensible facts through text that matches the mind.
Therefore, we should not neglect the methods of knowledge, the basis of which is the
Qur’an and the authenticity of the Sunnah of the Prophet and disciplined reason. The
differentiation in the use of these sources and the methods of acquiring them makes
achieving knowledge differ among the Islamic sects, in addition to the use of standards
used by Before every intellectual system, as well as the tribal dimensions of the human
race in general, and the scholars and thinkers within this year who are affected by these
influences in one way or another.

If the intellectual and scientific starting points for proving science differ between
the adherents of one school, then there is no doubt that the results between schools of
thought will be different within the same framework, with our deep belief that
knowledge is cumulative and has not and will not be built on the shoulders of one
school or intellectual framework without the other. Therefore, the difference is in the
sources. Science does not mean disagreement, rivalry, or rejection of the results
produced by different schools, except those that conflict with Islamic law, or deny the
learned theories that Islam brought that were not proven until more than fourteen
hundred years later. In this regard, every theory should not be linked to Scientific
knowledge of Islam, because if the scientific theory fails later, the Qur’an and Sunnah
will be accused of insufficiency, and that everything that Islam brought is wrong, and
thus Islam will be subject to distortion. Therefore, one must be careful of any
connection if there are not sufficient scientific supports to support it, and this enters
into the political aspect. , such as (democracy, communism, socialism), and other
vocabulary used by some Islamic thinkers by adding the word “Islamic” to it; When
their intellectual starting points are in constructing an Islamic political theory, they
must return to its primary source, the Holy Qur’an, and the authenticity of the Sunnah
of the Prophet. However, if they look for other knowledge, then this is their business,
provided that they do not accuse Islam in an incorrect way to mislead the public that
their proposal is Islamic, and it does not belong to Islam except in the name that it
contains. They added it to him.
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