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Article info. Abstract: International Relations Theory plays a crucial role in tracking
and interpreting events and interactions within the global system, aiming
Article history: to explain and predict their impact on shaping international structures and
- Received 07 Jul.2024 dynamics. Among these theories, realism stands out as one of the most
-Received in revised form 25 Jul .2024 significant, asserting that major international events—whether they unfold
- Final Proofreading 12 Aug. 2024 gradually or emerge suddenly—inevitably trigger geopolitical shifts,
- Accepted 29 Aug. 2024 affecting the units and actors that constitute the international order.
- Available online:30. .Sept. 2024 g

The COVID-19 pandemic, which struck at the close of the second decade
of the 21st century, exemplifies such an event, creating significant tremors

Keywords: within the current international system. The pandemic's effects could lead
- Epidemics to a reevaluation of the foundational rules and standards that govern the
- Geopolitics global order. It presents both a threat and an opportunity for states,
- China particularly for rising powers like China, which seeks to enhance its global
- International System standing, in contrast to established powers such as the United States,
- Competition which is focused on maintaining its leadership role.

©2024. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS . . . s ... .
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE Historically, pandemics have served as significant geopolitical variables,

http://creativecommons.ore/licenses/by/4.0/  influencing changes in international systems by providing certain actors
@ ® with opportunities to shift power dynamics. The COVID-19 pandemic is

R no exception. While it may not immediately redistribute global power, it
could amplify long-term changes and activate existing forces that drive the
transformation of the international system. This pandemic offers China, as
a rising global power, the chance to assert its influence and advocate for a
more prominent role in reshaping global governance in line with its
strategic objectives, marking a potential shift in how power is distributed
within the international system.
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Ambitions, (foreign affairs, January/February 2021)
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Systems, (foreign affairs, May 12, 2020), https://2u.pw/azPvNjcZ
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@ Kurt M. Campbell and Rush Doshi, The Coronavirus Could Reshape, Op., cit.
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' Richard Haass, The Pandemic Will Accelerate History Rather Than Reshape It Not Every Crisis
Is a Turning Point, (foreign affairs, April 7, 2020), https://2u.pw/eD66bRwWS

2 Jonathan Cohen, U.S. Global Health Leadership Must Go Beyond Command and Control Rather
than Dictate to the World, Washington Should Listen and Share Power, (foreign affairs, May 21,
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'Kurt M. Campbell and Rush Doshi, The Coronavirus Could Reshape, Op. Cit
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Kori Schake, The United States Has Failed the Leadership Test, in, How the World Will Look After

the Coronavirus Pandemic, (Foreign Policy, March 20, 2020), https://bit.1y/33ZAAcC

2 LAURIE GARRETT, Trump has sabotaged America’s, Op. Cit,

3 Nicholas Burns, How to Lead in a Time of Pandemic. What U.S. Foreign Policy Should Be

Doing—but isn’t—to Rally the World to Action, (Foreign Affair, March 25, 2020),

https://fam.ag/3au9fSh

* Ashish Jha, System Failure America Needs a Global Health Policy for the Pandemic Age, foreign

affairs, March/April 2021 Published on February 16, 2021, https://2u.pw/leOcWD2a

3 Christopher Kirchhoff, Ebola Should Have Immunized, Op., Cit,
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! Kurt M. Campbell and Rush Doshi, The Coronavirus Could Reshape, Op., cit.

) Nong Hong [et al], U.S.-China Relations in the Age of COVID-19: Politics, Polemics and
Pandemic Response Measures: A collection of individual analyses on the history and impacts of
the coronavirus pandemic (Washington, Institute for China-America Studies "ICAS", September
2020)¢ p. VI

3 Bonnie S. Glaser, US-China Competition, in: Ben Bland [et al] , The World After COVID, The
Lowy Institute (April 2020), p.p 6-7

* Yanzhong Huang, Why the World Lost to the Pandemic Politics and Security Fears Crippled the
Collective Response, foreign affairs, January 28, 2021, https://2u.pw/KMpbZV67
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! Thomas Wright, The Center Cannot Hold Will a Divided World Survive Common Threats?
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) Nick Bisley, COVID throws fuel on US-China relations, La Trobe University, May 12, 2020,
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@ Ibid.
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() Jue Zhang and Jin Xu, China-US Strategic Competition and the Descent of a Porous Curtain,
The Chinese Journal of International Politics, Volume 14, Issue 3, (Autumn 2021)¢ p. 347.

2 Yanzhong Huang, Vaccine Diplomacy, Op., Cit,

3 Rana Mitter, The World China Wants How Power, Op., Cit,

*Ibid

) Jue Zhang and Jin Xu, China-US Strategic, Op., Cit, p. 347.
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'WILLIAM R. RHODES and STUART P.M. MACKINTOS, H How the Sino-American Rivalry
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2 Elizabeth Economy, Xi Jinping’s New World Order, Op., Cit,

3 Yanzhong Huang, Vaccine Diplomacy, Op., Cit,

* Saleh, Shaimaa Turkan. "Information wars in the security and military field-America and
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3Sanjay Pulipaka and Paras Ratna: COVID-19 and the mirage of a China-led international order,
The Economic Times, March 28, 2020, https://bit.ly/2Rcfmmy

* TALHA KOSE, Scenarios for post-COVID-19 global order include possible rise of China,
expanded US manufacturing, (Daily Sabah, APR 01, 2021), HTTPS://BIT.LY/2XAFEXT
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Conclusion:

War is no longer the only means of bringing about change in the structure of the
international system and determining the dominant power. Rather, natural threats
such as epidemics have become influential in the status of the global system and may
help in reshaping it. Covid-19 pandemic has made it clear that this is the era of
transnational threats and increased competition among major powers in the
international system, as the two phenomena have exacerbated simultaneously, in a
way that the competition between the United States and China has exacerbated the
epidemic. At the same time, the epidemic has deepened the competition between the
two powers, and each one of them seeks to achieve its interests at the expense of the
others by exploiting this crisis to gain more power and geopolitical influence around
the world. Thus, hindering international cooperation to reduce its effects in general.
It also reflects the growing Chinese role and its search for a greater position in the

international system to show its leadership and model and works to reshape
international standards and rules in line with Chinese interests and goals.
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