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Abstract: The Latin American region is considered one of the
strategically important areas globally. Consequently¢ international
powers strive to compete in the region¢ seeking to gain and expand
their influence. One of the most significant competitors in the region
1s China¢ which historically has had trade relations with Latin
American countries since the latter half of the 16th century. After
World War II and China's emergence as a major powers it began to
broaden its influence in Latin America. The second stage¢« from 2001
to 2009, marked the actual establishment of Chinese influence in the
region. Due to the region's importance to the United States and its
perception of the looming Chinese threat in its backyard¢ the U.S.
began attempting to reclaim its traditional influence in the area. This
competition between the two powers intensified due to the geopolitical

significance of the region.
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Conclusion:

In conclusion¢ we can say that China has set foot in the backyard of the United
States¢ as Latin America has witnessed significant developments in the Chinese-
American competition. China has begun to accelerate its economic and diplomatic
presence in the region« taking advantage of the American neglect of the area and the
voids left by U.S. political and trade fluctuations. Due to the substantial increase in
Chinese influence« the United States has attempted to regain its historical control
over its backyard. Recently¢« the competition has expanded into multiple areas¢
ranging from economic aspects such as investments and trade to geographical
presence and political rivalry. The Chinese-American competition over Latin
America has gradually intensified with the growing Chinese influence in the region
and the decline of U.S. influence in what it considers its backyard. From our study
of the stages of development in Chinese-American competition in Latin America¢
we have reached the following conclusions: China has started to penetrate Latin
America¢ traditionally considered a U.S. sphere of influence« for several reasons:
primarily economic and secondarily to balance U.S. influence in Southeast Asia. The
primary reason for the increase in Chinese influence in Latin America is the U.S.'s
neglect of its backyard« focusing instead on other regions of the world« such as the

329



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 4 (37) (2024) 307-332

Middle East and Southeast Asia. Latin America is considered one of the critical axes
in international politics due to its geographical proximity to the United States.
Control over the region’s influence poses a potential threat to U.S. national security.
The region's importance continues to grow over time¢ leading to an increase in
Chinese influence and¢< consequently¢ intensifying competition between the two
powers over this geopolitical area.
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