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The Conflict in the Great Sahara: A study in Future Scenarios and
Resolution Obstacles

Dr. Khaled H. Shenikat

Abstract

This study analyzes the issue of the Western Sahara conflict, which is the
most important regional conflict on the African continent. The conflict lasted
more than forty years without a solution that satisfies conflicting parties. The
study shows international and regional changes that have affected the parties of
the conflict and the conflict mechanisms and changes that have hampered the
chances of a solution.

The study used the historical, comparative and legal approach in reaching
and answering the hypothesis of the study, namely that there is a correlation
between the weighting of the conflict resolution scenario (partition, autonomy,
or the international scenario) in the Western Sahara conflict and the positions
of the parties to the conflict, as well as the nature and essence of the scenario
itself.

The study found that each scenario presented for solution has opportunities
and limitations.

The latter scenario that is introduced by the United Nations may have an
opportunity in the short and long term.

The reasons that hampered the solution. The study found out that is the
international attitudes associated with the absence of urgent interest to resolve
the conflict, as well as the hard positions of the conflicting parties.

Keyword: United Nations, Algeria, Morocco, International Disputes, Polisario.
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(1) Anna Theofilopoulou(Ban’s Misstep in Western Sahara) foreign policy in focus,
March 28, 2016m at http://fpif.org/bans-misstep-western-sahara/.

(2) Jacques Roussellier.op.cit. at http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/60197

(3) Ibid.
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(1) for more details: Report of the Secretary-General on the situation concerning Western Sahara for the
information of the members of the Security Council, 18 April 2016,at
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/sgreports/2016.shtml, pp. 18-21.

(2) The African Union hails the United Nations Secretary General’s visit to Western Sahara in order to end the
prolonged suffering of the territory’s people,2016, at http://www.peaceau.org/en/article/the-african-union-
hails-the-united-nations-secretary-general-s-visit-to-western-sahara-in-order-to-end-the-prolonged-
suffering-of-the-territory-s-people#sthash.qVgqRT34C.dpuf.

(3) Report by Africa Research Bulletin ( ALGERIA, MOROCCO - WESTERN SAHARA / UN: Row

Over Disputed Territory Status) at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/enhanced/doi/10.1111/j.1467-
825X.2016.06920.x, 7 April 2016
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(1) Michael D. Jacobs( Hegemonic Rivalry in the Maghreb: Algeria and Morocco in the Western
Sahara Conflict) thesis, Graduate School at Scholar Commons,University of south florida,
2012, p.57.
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(3) Wainscott, Without Reform, UN’s Western Sahara Mission Risks Failure,11 may, 2015, at
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2015/05/western-sahara-morocco-united-nations/
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