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Iraq's Kurdistan in U. S. Foreign Policy: 2003-2017

Dr. Atallah Saleh Al Sarhan
Dr. Emad Mustafa Al-Shdouh

Abstract

This study aims to understand the Kurdish problem in Iraq and its
historical development, and the U.S. position on the Kurds' claim to their right
to self-determination. The study adopts the historical approach in monitoring
the historical development of the Kurdish issue in Iraq, and the systems
analysis approach to analyze local, regional, and international factors and
influences on the Kurdish issue; and the decision-making approach to illustrate
the strategies used by decision makers in the United States towards the
Kurdistan region of Iraq. The study hypothesized that there is a correlation
between United States' foreign policy and Kurdish separatist demands. The
study concludes that the United States policy towards the Kurdistan region of
Iraq has always been uncertain and changed with the fluctuations of local,
regional, and international upheavals and interactions. This has been especially
more obvious during the Cold War era, during the period of the Irag-Iran War
(1980-1989), in the aftermath of the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait in (1990), and
during the period of the emergence of Dae'sh and beyond. These American
policies towards the Kurdistan region of Iraq come to reflect political realism
or pragmatism and the minute calculations of American interests according to
the different aspects of the geopolitical map of the region, not the reality of the
interests of the region's people.

Keywords: Kurdistan Region of Iraq, U.S. Foreign Policy, Secession, National
Minority, Self-Determination.
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(2) Hirst, David, This Could Be the Birth of an Independent Kurdish State, The Guardian,
January 9, 2013, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/jan/09/birth-
kurdish-state-ottoman-syria-arab-spring.
(3) Neriah, Jacques, Kurdistan: The Next Flashpoint between Turkey, Iraq, and the Syrian

Revolt, Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, August 5, 2012, http://jcpa.org/article/the-
future-of-kurdistan-between-turkey-the-iraq-war-and-the-syrian-revolt/.
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