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Visions, Ideas and Perceptions of Reforming the United Nations and its
Institutions: The Security Council as a Model (1993-2020)

Dr. Asem Ameel Al-Burqaan
Prof. Hamad Adul-Kareem Mahafthah

Abstract

This study aims at investigating the visions, ideas and perceptions of
reforming the United Nations and its organs, especially the "Security Council".
This aim can be achieved by studying and analyzing the ideas and perceptions
that have been suggested for more than a quarter of a century, coinciding with
a period of seventy-five years since the establishment of the United Nations
organization.

The need for reforming the Security Council comes from the council's
inability to carry out its duties in a dynamic and effective way, like
maintaining international peace and security. In addition, the Council usually
suffers from serious problems when it comes to discussing important issues
worldwide, which can be seen in the frequent and unjustified use of the Veto
right by the Council’s members. The study comes up with many results, the
most important of which is the conviction adopted by the great powers that
have global interests at all levels, that making fundamental and real reforms at
the level of the United Nations, and in particular at the level of the Security
Council, definitely does not serve their interests; rather it intersects with such
interests. Therefore, these reforms are usually considered to be thorny and
difficult issues to be discussed easily.

Keywords: United Nations, Security Council, Reform.
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(2) M. Boot, Paving the Road to Hell: the Failure of the U.N. Peacekeeping, Foreign Affairs,
March/April 2000 Issue. Available at:
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2000-03-01/paving-road-hell-failure-un-

peacekeeping
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(3) DR Congo: Army, UN Failed to stop the massacre, available at:
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|(4) Ch. Krishnaswami, The United Nations’ Shameful History in Haiti, the Slate, 19 August 2013.

Available at: https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2013/08/united-nations-caused-cholera-
outbreak-in-haiti-its-response-violates-international-law.html
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(1) HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2002. Deepening democracy in a fragmented world. New
York Oxford Oxford University Press 2002, p. 120. available at:
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/263/hdr 2002 en complete.pdf
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(1) Governing and Managing Change at the United Nations. Reform of the Security Council
from 1945 to September 2013, Center for UN Reform Education, New York, September
2013, Vol. 1. P.5.

Paper by the Chairman of the Open-Ended Working Group On The Question of
Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council
and Other Matters Related to the Security Council, 20 march 1997 r.,
https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/security-council-reform/41310-razali-
reform-paper.html
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(2) Marjorie Ann Browne, Luisa Blanchfield: United Nations Regular Budget

Contributions: Members Compared, 1990-2010, Congressional Research Service. P.16,
available at: https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL30605.pdf.
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(1) Y. Bojiang, Redefining Sino-Japanese Relations after Koizumi,. The Washington
Quarterly 2006, nr 3, p. 135.
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(1)The common African position on the proposed reform of the United Nations, available at:
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/cap_screform 2005. pdf
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(2)Letter dated 23 may 1997 from the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United

Nations addressed to the Vice-Chairmen of the Working Group, available at:

https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/ security-council-
reform/41399.html?temid=915
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(2) Ministerial Meeting of the G4 countries (Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) in the
margins of the 66th Session of the UN General Assembly, Joint Press Statement, 23

wrzesnia 2011 r., available at: http://www.mofa.
go.jp/policy/un/reform/joint1109.html
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(3) Uniting For Consensus’ Group Of States Introduces Text On Security Council Reform

To General Assembly, available at: http://www.un.org/press/en/2005/ga10371.doc.htm
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(4) Security Council Reform, available at:

https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/UFC_ 2009 Proposal.pdf
B RAVYARVARWSER R

Yvo


http://alqabas.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/15749.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2005/ga10371.doc.htm
https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/UFC_2009_Proposal.pdf

A Y S99 Ladgad Gl Cudaa o Wlaisag Baatal) ad) Aaliia m3laly Aaldld) ) guailly S8 (50
sdlas oy Slae daae 2§ (glydl Jual anals .o

oAl Aga e 8GN Jal e MYV G sanas dgan e a)Y) Aesane (o Le Ll (50
dcsanal acall 23ls coudadd) 8 llaeY Adb selie el g¥) degens Cinw Cua
s VYo spmay YoV ale Lagy 8 aidie o) ¢ Laal) amy duald "Gl Jal e alasyY
b opeli) udlid) Lajae )Y desene Gilajiie aalgy (saaidl Y 8 e
AtV desenal cawll pe B WUay) (a)led Cua ¢pudaall (G ki pas o gdsan
Glagals Grally dusiall by et LS claldll cilasals ludpas Libads "3l Jal e
ol Jsall e el o Y Ails) (Jibal Gilagel a1y sl iajlady oL
Jaindls by Wl Ll Jie (Y] Gulaa (8 2l 2ade o Jpmall Lo e il
(NS peans paay il Caging

eJsal) 5als JRl Lyiaall dsall Aialll oLai) 5y0le Yoor ble Bl doSall Caldy
o des DYoo) e ety Silall ge Al aseie eela ) calE Sl
OS5 Al 1 il s dladind e sl g el "Rleal) ge Algpedl’ aseie Jaids (Tplsiall
LSl ekl ol e leall 3aLY) shad dsa Sl Gl By ladll Bayge Ayl Leallias
(o sqiall 138 Yuvo e dpdlall Al b o gaain) allall 506 A 6,

(1) UN Security Council Rome with 120 votes challenge Berlin, La Republicca, 15 May
2011, available at:
https://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2011/05/15/news/consiglio di_sicurezza onu_roma co
n_120 voti_sfida berlino-16271793/
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(2)A. Ariyoruk, Players and Proposals in the Security Council Debate, Global Policy Forum,
3 July
2005, available at:
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/200/41204 .html
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(3) Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS).

The responsibility to protect, december 2001, available at:
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/ICISS %20Report.pdf
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(4)The 2005 World Summit High-Level Plenary Meeting of the 60th session of the UN
General Assembly (14—16 September 2005, UN Headquarters, New York), available at:
http://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/
worldsummit_2005.shtml
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(3) Rita Emch, Swiss withdraw UN draft resolution, Swiss Info, 18 maja 2012 r., available

at: http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/security-council-reform swiss-withdraw-un-draft
resolution/32719648
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(I)L. Fabius, A call for self-restraint in the U.N., New York Times, 4 October 2013, available at:
http://www.
nytimes.com/2013/10/04/opinion/a-call-for-self-restraint-at-the-un.html?_r=0
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(3) Jessica Kroenert, France and Mexico co-host high-level meeting on ,,Framing the veto in the

event of mass atrocities”, Center for UN Reform Education, 5 October 2015, available at:
http://www.centerforunreform.org/?q=node/674
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(4) Fact Sheet: The Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group — Better Working Methods

for today’s UN Security Council, Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych Szwajcarii, October 2014,

available at:

https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/mission-new-york/en/speeches-to-the-un/20141001-new-
- york-factsheet-accountability-coherence-transparency_EN.pdf
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(1) ACT members release final text of proposed SC Code of Conduct, Center for UN
Reform Education, 8 September 2015, available at:
http://www.centerforunreform.org/?q=node/671
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(2) The Elders. Independent global leaders working together for peace and human rights.
Available at: http://www.theelders.org/
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(3)The Elders prezent four proposals for UN reform, IISD Reporting Services, 7 February

2015, available at: http://
sd.iisd.org/news/elders-present-four-proposals-for-un-reform/
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at:https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ar/content/resolutions

United Nations General Assembly resolutions:

- General Assembly Resolution No. 1991 (18th Session). Available
at:http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1991(
XVIII)&Lang=A

- General Assembly Resolution No. 2847 (26th session) to increase the
membership of the Economic and Social Council. Available
at:http://wwwupdate.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES
/2847(XXVD)&Lang=A

- A/RES/47/62. 10 February 1993. Available at:
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/47/62
- A/RES/4NYT, 3 December 1993. Available at:

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/48/26

- Doc. A/RES/55/2. 18 September 2000. Available
at:https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/gener
alassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_55_2.pdf

Statement at San Francisco by the delegations of the four Sponsoring
Governments (China, the UK, the USA and the USSR) on “The Yalta
Formula” on Voting in the Security Council
8 JUNE 1945 (UNCIO, 1945, Vol. XI). Available at:
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCFIB-6D27-
4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/Y alta%?20Statement.doc

Countries which have been elected to the Security Council. Available
at:https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ar/content/countries-elected-
members

Security Council — veto list, Dag Hammarskjold Library. Available at:
http://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/veto

Renewing the United Nations: A Program for Reform. Report of the Secretary-
General submitted to the fifty-first session of the General Assembly
12/23/1997. Available at:
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/A_51_950_Add.3-EN.pdf
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In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all.
Report of the Secretary-General. United Nations documents A Y« +¢/04,
Available at: https://undocs.org/ar/A/59/2005

United Nations, Report of the Open-ended Working Group on the Question of
Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the
Security Council and Other Matters related to the Security Council
General Assembly Official Records Sixty-first Session Supplement No.
47 (A/61/47). Available at:
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=ar/A/61/47%20(SUPP).

The Group of Five (G5) proposal regarding Security Council reform (draft
resolution) dated November 3, 2005. Available at:
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/eda/en/documents/aussenpolitik/internati
onale-organisationen/10nov05draftres.pdf

The Group of Five (GS5) proposal regarding Security Council reform (draft
resolution) of 20 March 2006. Available at:
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/eda/en/documents/aussenpolitik/
internationale-organisationen/20marchO6draftres.pdf

Understanding document with proposals for Security Council reform, dated
April 5, 2011. Available at:
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/eda/en/documents/aussenpolitik/
internationale-organisationen/05042011-S-5-SC-working-
methods_EN.pdf

Enhancing accountability, transparency and effectiveness of the Security
Council. "Draft resolution presented by the Small Five to the 66th
session of the United Nations General Assembly on May 3, 2012.
Available at:
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/A%2066%20L%2042%?20rev%201%?2
0%282%29.pdf

ACT members release final text of proposed SC Code of Conduct, Center for
UN Reform  Education, 8 September 2015, available
at:http://www.centerforunreform.org/?q=node/671

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2002. Deepening democracy in a
fragmented world. New York Oxford University Press 2002, p. 120.

available at:
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/263/hdr_2002_en_complete
pdf
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Letter dated 23 may 1997 from the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to
the United Nationsaddressed to the Vice-Chairmen of the Working
Group, available at: https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-
council/security-council-reform/41399.html ?temid=9135

Ministerial Meeting of the G4 countries (Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) in
the margins of the66th Session of the UN General Assembly, Joint Press
Statement, 23 wrzesnia 2011 r., available at:
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/un/reform/joint1109.html

Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty
(ICISS). The responsibility to protect,december 2001, available
at:http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/ICISS %20Report.pdf

Security Council Reform, available
at:https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/UFC_2009_Proposal.pdf

The Elders. Independent global leaders working together for peace and human
rights. Available at: http://www.theelders.org/ .

The Elders prezent four proposals for UN reform, IISD Reporting Services,
7 February 2015, available at: http://sd.iisd.org/news/elders-present-
four-proposals-for-un-reform/

The 2005 World Summit High-Level Plenary Meeting of the 60th session of
the UN GeneralAssembly (14-16 September 2005, UN Headquarters,
New York), available
at:http://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/worldsummit_2005.shtml

United Nations, The common African position on the proposed reform of the
United Nations, available at:
https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/cap_screform_2005.pdf

United Nations Millennium Declaration, Doc. A/RES/55/2. Available at:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generala
ssembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_55_2.pdf

United Nations, A more secure world: Our shared responsibility Report of the
High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. United Nations
2004. available at:
http://providus.lv/article_files/931/original/HLP_report_en.pdf?1326375
616

United Nations, Investing in Development. A Practical Plan to Achieve the
Millennium Development Goals, UN Millennium Project, London 2005.
available at:
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTTSR/Resources/MainReportCom
plete-lowres[1].pdf
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Uniting For Consensus’ Group Of States Introduces Text On Security Council
Reform To GeneralAssembly, available at:
http://www.un.org/press/en/2005/ga10371.doc.htm
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