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Abstract

This paper discusses the status of the ideological
turmoil of the (Ahbash sect), resulting from the
contradiction between the discourse of moderation and
religious tolerance that they claim in the literature of their
public media discourse and their practice of Takfir
(accusing others of infidelity/ blasphemy) to eliminate
the material and moral existence of the other.

The paper addresses this issue by discussing: Their
approach to atonement (altakfir) and their political reality
in some Middle Eastern countries (Lebanon, Jordan).

The most important results of the study:

The current study showed that Ahbash is a politically
and ideologically unpredictable ambivalent group, which
enjoys the support of Arab and foreign official bodies that
use them as a tool to achieve several political and
religious goals, the most important of which are:

—Contributing to formulating a new secular Islam

(moderate Islam) according to the vision of the United
States and promoting it among Muslims.

- Confronting Islamic political movements and
accusing them of infidelity, especially: (Jama‘at al-
Ikhwan al-Muslimin (the Muslim Brotherhood), Hizb ut-
Tahrir, and Salafism); in order to exclude them and
replace them with an alternative Islamic intellectual
reference.

Keywords: Ahbash sect; contemporary takfiri groups;
Ahbash and politics; a new secular Islam; Ideological
Turmoil.
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“In Lebanon, a Sufi movement, the Jam’iyyat al-Mashari’ al-Khayriyya al-Islamiyya
Ahbash or Society of Islamic Philanthropic Projects, has taken the ideological offensive against
radical Islamic ideologues, beginning with Ibn Taymiyya and his contemporary disciples,
Sayyid Qutb, Mawdudi, and Fathi Yakan of Lebanon’s al-Jama’a al-Islamiyya. The Ahbash
ideology emphasizes moderation and toleration, along”(Rabasa [et al.], 2004, 23).
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“Some Sufi movements are militantly moderate; for instance, the Jam’iyyat alMashari’ al-
Khayriyya al-Islamiyya Ahbash [Society of Islamic Philanthropic Projects] of Lebanon
emphasizes moderation and tolerance and opposes political activism and the use of
violence”(Rabasa [et al.], 2007, 74).
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