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(1) Auristotle, The Politics, ed. Stephen Everson, Cambridge University Press, (Cambridge,
1988), VI, 9, 1294b, pp. 8-11.

(2) J. Najemy, Corporatism and Consensus in Florentine Electoral Politics, 1280-1400,
(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1982), p. 30.
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(4) B. Hennig, The End of Politicians: Time for a Real Democracy, Unbound Digital,
(London, 2017), p. 10.
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(6) D. V. Reybrouck, Against Elections: The Case for Democracy, Random House, (UK,
2016), p. 25.
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(5) S. Metaxas, The Promise of Sortition: A CoGovernance Model for Canadian Senate

reform, 2018, https://www.academia.edu/25203937/The Promise of Sortition A

Co-Governance Model for Canadian Senate Reform
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(7) A. Zakaras, Lot and Democratic Representation: A Modest Proposal, Constellations

17, (September 2010), pp. 455-471; P. E. Vandamme, A. Verret-Hamelin, A Randomly

Selected Chamber: Promises and Challenges, Journal of Public Deliberation, Vol. 13,
Issue 1, Article 5, 2017, pp. 1-24.
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(2) H. Bonin, La democratie hasardeuse : essai sur le tirage au sort en politique, Xyz,
(Canada, 2017), p. 25.

(3) E. Muhanna, Establishing a Lebanese Senate: Bicameralism and the Third Republic,
CDDRL, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, (Stanford University,
August 2012), pp. 1-35.
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(1) K.O’Leary, Saving Democracy: A Plan for Real Representation in America, Stanford,
(Stanford University Press, 2006), pp. 1-304.
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(1) J. Fishkin, R. Luskin, Experimenting with a democratic ideal: deliberative polling
and public opinion, Acta Politica 40, 2005, p. 287.
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C. Castoriadis, La montée de I’insignifiance, Seuil, (Paris, 1999), p. 223.
(4) J. Ranciere, La haine de la démocratie, La fabrique, (Paris, 2005), p. 54.
(5) Ibid,, p. 56.
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(6) J. A. Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, HarperPerennial, (New
York, 1942), p. 223.
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p. 281.
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(4) B. Goodwin, Justice By Lottery, op. cit., p. 99.
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The Mechanism of Assigning Legislative Positions
through Random Selection: the Case of the Lebanese
Senate
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Abstract:

The presuppositions guiding most Lebanese reform projects locate
solutions to democratic crises from within the existing electoral laws through
procedural adjustments. This paper proposes broader answers to current
political dilemmas by validating the constitutional reforms of the Taif
Agreement (1989) that were never fully implemented. The establishment
of a Senate, for instance, which has yet to be created, is mandatory under
the current Constitution.

We argue in this paper that the proposed transition from unicameralism
to bicameralism is coherent with the spirit of the current Lebanese
constitution: while the Chamber of Deputies represents the people and its
will through political parties, the Senate would represent the totality of the
Lebanese society in all its confessional diversity.

We suggest that the future senators should be sorted randomly among the
entire population of the country with political rights, through a designation
process known as random selection (or drawing lots). This selection will
enhance the Lebanese Parliament by strengthening its legitimacy and
deliberative pro

Keywords: Sortition, Representative Democracy, Senate, Lebanese
Constitutional System.
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