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Using Video Conference Technology in witness
protection: An analytical study in the context of the
UAE Legislation
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College of Law - University of Sharjah
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Abstract:

The importance of video conference technology lies in its being one
of the effective means that ensures the protection of parties in criminal
cases, such as witnesses, victims, and repentant defendants who cooperate
with judicial authorities by giving their testimony about organized criminal
gangs or armed terrorist groups. This technology is used to prevent these
criminal groups from finding the whereabouts and movements of witnesses
to protect them from the retaliation they might be subjected to, in addition
to the use of this technology in the field of investigation and criminal trial of
juveniles so as to avoid the harmful psychological effects the juvenile may
suffer from while he present in person in the trial sessions. This had urged
international agreements to activate legal aid between nations through
this technology because of its effective role in promoting international
cooperation in criminal cases. This study highlights the legality of
conducting a remote trial as well as the technical and legal guarantees
when using it. It also underscores the extent of the success of the Emirati
legislator in laying the foundations for ensuring a fair trial through the use
of this technology, especially when listening to the testimony of witnesses.

Keywords: video conferencing, anonymizing witness, anonymous
testimony, testimony in criminal cases, witness at risk, witness
anonymization  techniques.
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