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Delimitation of maritime boundaries in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea: Diplomacy and
Militarization

Mohmad Ameen Sbeaha®
Abstract:

Formerly:«the sea was an area that separated countries and kept them away
from each other« but in the course of time, it became the most important area
for convergence between them. As a result, many international agreements
were concluded in this regard to demarcate maritime borders and avoid
armed conflicts. One such an agreement was the Geneva Convention in
1958 and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1982,
which had an important role in solving the problem of defining marine
areas between coastal countries and dividing them. The conflict has arisen
again over energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Aegean
Sea. Initial estimates suggest that the Eastern Mediterranean ranks third in
gas reserves after the Arabian Gulf and the Caspian Sea. Turkey announced
that it has continued exploration of oil and gas in the disputed areas,
including Libya¢ despite the threats by European and Arab countries. This
led to the conclusion of bilateral agreements, holding group conferences
among states representatives on the Arab and European levels« in addition
to the conduct of military exercises that included countries such as the
UAE, Egypt, Greece and Cyprus.

Keywords: Eastern Mediterranean, Aegean Sea, UAE, Turkey.
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