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(1) NGO Working Group on Women, Peace and Security, Fact Sheet on Women and
Armed Conflict, October, available at : http://www.iwtc.org/212.html, 2002, 23

(2) See In humanitarian settings, attention is commonly placed on gender-based violence
(of which sexual violence is a form). Although sexual violence is perpetrated
primarily by men against women, men and boys may also be subject to gender-based
violence
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Sexual violence against women during armed conflicts
and the international mechanisms to combat it

Zaid Ali Zaid®
Abstract:

Violence against vulnerable groups during armed conflicts, particularly
sexual violence against women, has been a method of psychological
warfare against an adversary since ancient times. However, this behavior
was considered, according with the modern developments, of contemporary
international law, a violation of the most important principles of international
humanitarian law. Given that this act constitutes an attack on rights and
freedoms, it was classified as an international crime by the Statute of the
International Criminal Court, which is limited to the most serious crimes
of concern to the international community. Therefore, sexual assault or
violence against women during armed conflicts is not just an ordinary sexual
crime; it is rather classified as one of the most serious international crimes,
which became the concern of the entire international community, regardless
of power, ideology, or political system. This indicates that sexual violence
against women during armed conflicts is a criminal behavior that needs to
be confronted by harnessing all national and international capabilities. As
an embodiment of this, several mechanisms have been established, first to
protect women from sexual violence during armed conflicts, and second to
punish criminal behavior. To shed more light on this issue, it is necessary
to address a number of elements related to the legal basis for protecting
women from sexual violence, and the mechanisms for enshrining this
protection.
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