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Robert W. Gauthier v. Canada, Communication No 633/1995, U.N. Doc. CCPR/
C/65/D/633/1995 (5 May 1999), CCPR/C/65/D/633/1995, para 13.4: "In this
connection, the Committee also refers to the right to take part in the conduct of
public affairs, as laid down in article 25 of the Covenant, and in particular to General

Comment No. 25 (57) which reads in part: "In order to ensure the full enjoyment of
rights protected by article 25, the free communication of information and ideas about
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public and political issues between citizens, candidates and elected representatives is
essential. This implies a free press and other media able to comment on public issues
without censorship or restraint and to inform public opinion." General comment No.
25, paragraph 25, adopted by the Committee on 12 July 1996. Read together with
article 19, this implies that citizens, in particular through the media, should have wide
access to information and the opportunity to disseminate information and opinions
about the activities of elected bodies and their members. The Committee recognizes,
however, that such access should not interfere with or obstruct the carrying out of
the functions of elected bodies, and that a State party is thus entitled to limit access.
However, any restrictions imposed by the State party must be compatible with the

" provisions of the Covenant
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The right to information in international
human rights law

Abdullah Issa Al-Mualla®
Wael Ahmed Allam®

Abstract:

The right to information plays a major role in the communication
between societies and countries, and in the follow-up of public affairs in
each state. In the field of human rights, the right to information disseminates
the culture and concepts of human rights. Likewise, the right to information
is an important mechanism for monitoring the respect of human rights,
detecting violations, and demanding accountability for the perpetrators.
This study aims to determine the nature and role of the right to information
in promoting human rights. It poses the question as to whether this right is
included in other human rights, added to them, or independent from them,
and ends by expounding the limits of exercising the right to information.

Keywords: right to information, freedom of information, human rights,
access to information, freedom of information, right to participate in public
affairs.
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