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Towards exempting the maritime carrier from liability
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic: A comparative
study between UAE law and French law

Imad Eldin Abdul Hay ®
Abstract:

Since the World Health Organization declared that the Covid-19
constitutes a global pandemic, many countries have taken the initiative to
issue legislations and policies aimed at confronting this pandemic. One
of the most important legislations and policies was the restriction of the
movements of internal and international trade. In fact, these countries
gradually opted for the suspension of international transport of goods, which
negatively affected the maritime transport of goods, as the implementation
of contracts concluded before the pandemic outbreak was suspended due
to the circumstances imposed by the pandemic, making the implementation
of contractual obligations impossible. This impossibility resulted in legal
and economic effects that made and will make maritime carriers resort to
raising the theory of force majeure as one of the reasons for the exemption
from liability in accordance with Article 275 of the UAE Maritime Trade
Law of 1981 and the international agreement governing the provisions
for the transportation of goods by sea. This prompted us to search for the
possibility of exempting the marine carrier from liability based on the
fact that the Corona pandemic represents a force majeure. which led us
to search for the possibility of exemption The maritime carrier is out of
liability based on the coronavirus pandemic being a force majeure.

Keywords: Maritime Carrier, Force Majeure, Corona Pandemic,
Contractual Liability, Exemption from Liability Cases.
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